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VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS, 1726-1753 


Vol. 605—1418. 


(FroM THE TRANSCRIPTS IN THE PuBLic RECORD OFFICE, 
Lonpon.) 


[This Society is indebted to Mr. Fairfax Harrison for 
photostatic copies of these journals, which will be, beginning 
with this issue, printed in our Magazine. It is evident that 
the first five pages of the transcript are missing. 

The journals cover one of the most important periods of 
our Colonial history. When they begin the movement from 
tidewater westward was commencing. In the year in which 
they end the English and French were about to come into 
conflict on the Ohio. The period includes the administration 
of Robert Carter, William Gooch, John Robinson, Thomas 
Lee, Lewis Burwell (all but Gooch’s, short terms as acting 
governors) and Robert Dinwiddie. [Extracts from the jour- 
nals between the dates given have been published in this mag- 
azine, and edited in a very scholarly way by Mr. Charles E. 
Kemper, of Staunton, Va. When his notes are used in the 
future they will be indicated by the letter K.|] 
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No longer be answerable for any Accident that may happen 

thereto. 
Richard Fitz William* Esqr Present 

A petition of James Taylor’ Surveyor of Spotsylvaniat 
County setting forth that the dividing Line between that County 
& Hanover is very much confused by the cutting down of the 
Trees which were marked by the pet" when he run the said Line 
and praying the directions of this Board therein is Referred till 
next Council. 

A petition of William Park’ Printer and Stationer praying 
he may have a Priviledge to print the Laws of this Colony— 
Read and Referred till next Council. 


At a Council held at Williamsburg the first day of February, 


1726. 
Present 
The Hon’'* Robert Carter* President 
William Byrd‘ Peter Beverley’ 
Mann Page’ John Carter’ & 
Cole Digges’ John Grymes’ 


Gen' Assembly Ordered That the General Assembly which 
prorogued now stands prorogued to the fifteenth of this 

month be further prorogued to Thursday the 
11™ day of May next: And that Proclamations isst.e accord- 
ingly. 

The President laid before the Council a Letter from his 
Grace the Duke of Newcastle His Majesties Principal Secretary 
of State, dated the 12 day of September last Signifying his 
Majesties Approbation of the Presidents taking upon him the 
Administration of this Government on the death of the late 


* Richard Fitzwilliam was a member of the Virginia Council from 
1725 to 1732, when he died or returned to England. 

+ The act establishing the County of Spotsylvania was passed at the 
session of November, 1720 (Hening IV, 77). That establishing Han- 
over was passed at the same session, but is given by title only in 
Hening IV, 95. 
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Governor, and the Suspension of Edm‘ Jeningst Esq™ Which 
Letter was read at the Board. 


Governor On reading at this Board a Letter from his 
Burnett’s Excellency Will” Burnett* Governor of 
letter & the New York, together with a Transcript of a 
Excuses late Conference between him and the Sachims 
of the 5 of the five Nations, touching a Complaint made 
Natives from hence of a murder committed by some 
for a Mur- of their Nation on one of the Inhabitants of 
der Com* this Colony last Summer : At which Conference 
last the said Sachims acknowledged that the said 
Summer murder was Committed by Some of their peo- 


ple in conjunction with some French Indians & 
Tuscaruras who they pretend were in pursuit of certain Indian 
Enemys who fled toward the house of the person murdered: 
and that thereupon their Indéans in firing killed the said person 
by mistake and hop’d that this Govt would excuse it. 


¢On the death of Governor Hugh Drysdale, on July 22, 1726, Ed- 
mund Jenings was entitled by seniority to become President of the 
Council and Acting Governor, but ‘being suspended Colo. Robert Carter 
took upon him the administration of the government as president of the 
Council” (Hening IV). Col, Jenings was suspended by the Council 
because it was thought he was too much enfeebled by age to hold the 
place of Governor. There is a good deal about this matter in Sains- 
pte MSS. Calendar of State Papers, Colonial, in the Virginia State 

ibrary. 


* William Burnet was eldest son of Bishop Burnet and was a godson 
of William of Orange. He was Governor of New York and New 
Jersey, 1720-1728, and afterwards Governor of Massachusetts. Gov- 
ernor Burnet’s daughter, Mary, married William Browne, of Salem, 
Mass. Their eldest son, William Burnet Browne, married, in 1763, 
Judith, daughter of Charles Carter, of “Cleve,” King George County, 
Va., and removed to that colony, where he purchased “Elsing Green,” 
King William County. His tomb at that place states that he was born 
at Salem, October 7, 1738, and died in King William County, May 6, 
1784. He had three children (1) Mary, married Herbert Claiborne; 
(2) Elizabeth Carter, married John Bassett; (3) Judith Carter, married 
Robert Lewis. William Burnet Claiborne, eldest son of Herbert and 
Mary Claiborne, assumed the name of Browne. Many portraits of the 
Burnets and Brownes were formerly at “Elsing Green”, and also 
tapestry given by William of Orange, to William Burnet. 
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The Council taking the same into consideration 


Resolution are of opinion that the Treaty of Peace made 
of the with the said Northern Indians will be ren- 
Council dered altogether ineffectual if such excuses as 
thereon. this shall be accepted for the murder of his 


Majesties Subjects, since these Indians may 
always find the like pretence for Coming into this Government 
contrary to the Express Words of the Treaty: And that there- 
fore it is fitt that the Governor of New York be desired to 
interpose his Authority with the said Indians for obliging them 
to deliver up the person or persons guilty of the said murder 
in order to be punished as the Crime deserves. And it is Or- 
dered that a Letter be prepared accordingly. 

Whereas the Ship Tayloe of Bristol, John Herd, Maser, 
bound for this Colony was in December last, drove ashoar in 
North Carolina and the said Master with divers of the Mariners 
not heard of: Whereupon those of the Crew who escaped the 
said Shipwreck have been taken upon suspition cf murdering 
the said Master. It is Ordered that the several persons who 
were present at the examination of the Boats and Carpenter 
of the said Ship at Yorktown be summoned to attend this Board 
tomorrow to testify their knowledge in the matter aforesaid. 


February the 2* 1726 


Present 
As Yesterday 


Complaint of A letter from Nathaniel Harrison* Esq" to 
Sapony the President was this day read at the Board 
Indians Signifying that the Saponie Indians had Com- 


plained to him that a party of their Indians 


* Nathaniel Harrison, of “Wakefield,” Surry County, had long repre- 
sented the government of the Colony in transactions with the Indians 
between the James, Appomattox and Roanoke. The Handbook of 
American Indians (Bureau of Ethnology), states that the Saponies 
were one of the Eastern Siouan tribes, though the name was occa- 
sionally applied to the whole group of Fort Christiana tribes, also 
occasionally included under Tutelo. The earliest notice of them (1670), 
shows that their village was apparently on Otter River, southwest of 
Lynchburg. Later the Saponi and Tutelo removed to the junction of 
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being lately hunting on Roanoak River were attacked in the 
night by the Tuscaruro Indians who live in the Province of 
North Carolina and seven of the said Saponies killed or taken 
prisoners: And that the Saponies desire the same satisfaction 
to be made to them, as this Government obliged them to make 
to the Tuscaruros on the like occasion, of delivering up the 

Murderers. It is the opinion of this Board 


Message that a Letter be written to the Governor of 
thereon North Carolina, Requesting him to cause the 
to the desired Satisfaction to be given to the Saponie 
Tuscaruros ‘Indians our Tributarys And that he order his 


Interpretor to accompany to the Tuscaruro 
Town the Messenger sent by this Government to demand the 
delivery of the Indians Concerned in this murder And Colle 
Harrison is desired to employ a proper person to go on this 
Message. 

New Commissions of the Peace for the Countys of West- 
moreland and Charles City, were this day Ordered to be made 
out pursuant to the Application of the Justices of the said 
Countys. 


Examination This Board having examined divers Wit- 
Concerning nesses touching the Piracy and Murder where- 
the Crew of — with the Mate and others of the Crew of the 
the Tayloe Ship Tayloe of Bristol have been accused: And 
of Bristol having considered the pretended Evidence 

given to the Court of Richmond County with 
the examination of Jesper Parsons the Mate there taken, Are 
of opinion that the Committment of the said Jesper Parsons by 
the Justices of the Court of Richmond is illegal and void, since 
the Crime for which he stands Committed if it had been proved 


Dan and Staunton rivers. In 1701-1703, they had again removed and 
were living on the Yadkin, in North Carolina, but about 1704 or 1705 
they took refuge in Virginia, being ao longer strong enough to make 
head against both Northern and Southern tribes, among whom formerly 
they had made havoc. About 1712, Governor Spotswood placed them 
at Fort Christiana, near the present Gholsonville, Brunswick County. 
About 1740 the Saponi and Tutelo went North and in 1753, were form- 
erly adopted by the Cayuga, thus becoming a part of the Six Nations. 
A remnant of the Saponi was still living in 1780, with the Cayuga on 
Seneca River in Senaca County, New York. 
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is not tryable at Common Law but by the Commissioners ap- 


pointed for Tryal of Piracy: And there appearing no Evidence 
to charge the said Mate or any other of the 


Mate Crew with Piracy or other Offence, It is Or- 
discharged dered that the said Jesper Parsons be dis- 
out of charged out of Custody. But whereas divers 
Custody pieces of Plate and other things of small value 


were found upon some of the said Crew, and 
owned by them to have been taken out of the said Ship for their 
necessary subsistence in their Journey over land to this Colony, 
It is Ordered that the same remain in the hands of the Under 
Sherif of York County untill further directions from this 
Board : to the end the persons claiming a property in the same 
may have time to make out this Right. 


Petition On motion of William Robertson* setting 
for Land forth that John Baylor} late of the County of 
King and Queen deceased, sometime about the 
year 1709 Surveyed 1500 acres of Land in the said County ad- 
joining to a Tract entered for by Richard Buckner” and Larkin 
Chew”, gent—and afterwards purchased out of their Entry 
3,000 acres more, but never sued out any Patent for the same, 
And praying that he may have leave to enter for the said Lands. 
It is Ordered that Robert Baylor & Augustine Moor, Gents 
Guardian to the Son and Heir of the said John Baylor dec’d. 
have notice to attend this Board at the next Court of Oyer & 
Terminer to shew cause why the pet" ought not to be admitted to 
an Entry for the said Lands. 
David Bray” Gent by his petition setting forth divers undue 
practices of Daniel Hornby” and Thomas Beal” to deceive this 
Board in the valuation of the improvements pretended to be 


* This William Robertson was clerk of the Council. It is believed 
that a record, not now accessible, shows that his only child was a 
daughter. Therefore, he was not the William Robertson, ancestor of 
Governor Wyndham Robertson. 

+ John Baylor, of Gloucester, and afterwards of King and Queen, a 
merchant and planter in extensive business. For an account of the 
family illustrated with portraits, see Va. Magazine of History and 
Biography, VI, 197-199, 307-309; XXI, 89-95, 193-195; XXIV, 367-373; 
XXV, 314-323. 
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made on the Land taken up by them in Spotsylvania County, 
and since granted to the said Bray, And praying relief therein. 
It is Ordered that the said Hornby & Beal do attend this Board 
on the sixth day of the next General Court, till which time the 
Consideration of the said petition is referred. 

The following petitions for taking up land were read and 
granted viz: To Charles Chiswell® 4000 acres in Hanover 
County on the South side the North River opposite Dugdales 
Run, and running up and down the River to include the quan- 
tity. 

To George Robertson” Clerk 1500 acres in Prince George 
County adjoining to a former Survey of his consisting of 600 
acres on Flatt Creek. 

To William Mayo” 10,000 acres extending from Daniel 
Thomas’s Line to Deep Creek on James River including his 
former Order for 3000 acres in Henrico County. 


At a Council held att Williamsburgh the first day of 
March, 1726 


Present 
The Hon" Robert Carter Esq’ President 
Mann Page Peter Beverley 
Cole Digges John Carter & 
John Grymes Esq" 

Mr. Carter Mr. Christopher Robinson* Naval Officer of 
appointed Rappahannock River being lately dec’d. The 
Naval Off President was pleased to inform the Board that 
of Rappa- he intended to appoint Robert Carter jun" to 
hannock succeed in that Office if the Council have no 


Objection to him And the Council declaring 


*Christopher Robinson (1681-1727), of “Hewick,” Middlesex 
County. He was a Burgess for Middlesex, 1710, 1714, etc., and mar- 
ried, October 12, 1703, Judith, widow of William Beverley, and before, 
of Corbin Griffin, and daughter of Christopher Wormley. Christopher 
Robinson was son of Christopher Robinson, Secretary of State of Vir- 
ginia, who was a brother of John Robinson, Bishop of London. 

_A genealogy of this family of Robinson was published in this Maga- 
zine, XV, 445-449; XVI, 104-107, 215-217; XVII, 92-04, 205-200, 318, 
319, 429-432; XVIII, 104, 105, 226-229, 322-324, 448-450; XIX, 97-100. 
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they have no objection to that appointment The said Robert 
Carter jun" is accordingly constituted Naval Officer and Re- 
ceiver of the Virginia Dutys within the said District. 

Oliver Segar” Gent is appointed Sherif of the County of 
Middlesex in the room of Christopher Robinson Gent lately 
deceased. 

A new Commission of the Peace for the County of Middle- 
sex with the addition of sundry new Justices, was this day 
ordered to be prepared for the President’s signing. 

Hilary Moseley* Gent was nominated Sherif of Princess 
Anne County in the room of Willoughby Merchant who hath 
made Oath of his incapacity to find Security for his discharge 
of that Office. 

His Majesties Receiver General Communicated to the Board 
a War’t under his Majesties Signmanuel dated the 18 of April 
1726 directing the payment of £5512 out of the Revenue of 
Quitt Rents to Peter Lehuep Gent And he also ~roduced a Re- 
ceipt whereby it appears that the said sum was paid accord- 
ingly on the 11 of November last past. 


Letter ‘A Letter from the Right hon*'* the Lords 
from the Comm for Trade dated the 26 of October, 
Lord acknowledging the receipt of the Presidents 
of trade Letter on occasion of the late Governors death 
read was read at the Board. 


At a Council held at Williamsburgh the 21*t day of April 1727 


Present 


The Robert Carter Esq" President 
& William Byrd 
Nathan' Harrison 
Cole Digges 
Peter Beverley & 
Richard Fitz William Esq" 


Assembly It is the Opinion of this Board And ac- 
prorogued cordingly Ordered That the General Assem- 
till Sept. bly which stands prorogued to the 11 day of 


“May be further prorogued to Wednesday the 
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6 day of September next, And a proclamation was prepared 
accordingly. 


Proclamation Whereas the Inhabitants of this Colony have 
for a fast* for divers months past been visited with a vio- 
lent Sickness and very great mortality: And 


*Services of thanksgiving or of fasting and prayer (as they were 
more generally styled in Virginia), were not, as some people seem to 
think, peculiar to New Englanders. The difference was that their’s 
was an annual general thanksgiving, which continued to exist, while 
those in the other colonies were special or occasional. In Virginia, in 
1623-4, an annual day of fast and prayer was ordered by the Assembly, 
and in 1644-5 it was enacted that one should be held every month. 
Whether this meant that our ancestors were more devout than the New 
Englanders or more conscious of their sins, must be left to conjecture. 

These early holy days were not merely expressions of thankfulness 
for blessings already received, and praysrs for the granting of them 
in the future and for deliverance from evil; but were penetential in 
their nature. The body must be mortified by fasting, and prayers made 
for pardon, for these people believed that epidemics, tempests, wars and 
other calamities were God’s direct punishment inflicted on them for 
their sins. 

It would require a much fuller investigation than time and space 
allow to obtain a full list of days of fast and prayer, and thanksgiv- 
ing in Virginia; but examples are given. 

The earliest expressed thankfulness for the escape of so many of the 
colonists from the Indian Massacre of 1621-2. Following are the vari- 
ous enactments of the Assembly as shown in the first and second volumes 
of Hening’s Statutes at Large of Virginia, 

“That the 22nd of March be yeerly solemnized as holliday, and all 
other hollidays (except when they fall two together), betwixt the feast 
of the annunciation of the blessed virgin and St. Michael the arch- 
angell, then only the first to be observed by reason of our necessities.” 
(March, 1623-4). 

“It is ordered, that the 22nd day of March be yearelie kept Holyday 
in commemoration of our deliverance from the Indians at the bloodie 
— which happened uppon the 22d of March 1621.” (February, 
1631-2). 

“It is ordered, That the 22nd day of March be yearely kept Holy- 
day in commemoration of our deliverance from the Indians at that 
bloudie massacre which happened uppon the 22d of March 1621.” (Sep- 
tember, 1632). 

“Be it enacted and confirmed by the authoritie of this Grand Assem- 
bly that the 22d day of March be yearly kept holy in commemoration 
of our deliverance from the Indians at the bloody massacre of the 22d 
March 1621, And that the ministers of every parish give notice thereof 
to his parishioners the Sabbath day next before.” (March, 1642-3). 

On April 18, 1644, a second massacre by the Indians led by Opecan- 
canough, and the war which followed gave fresh cause for prayer. 
The Assembly, at the session of February, 1644-5, directed that there 
be a monthly day of fast and prayer. 

“Be it enacted by the Governour, Counsell and Burgesses of this pres- 
ent Grand Assembly for God’s glory and the publick benefitt of the 
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considering that such public Calamitys require Solemn humili- 
ation and intercession with Almighty God: The President with 
the advice of the Council was pleased to Order As it is hereby 


collony, to the end that God might evert his heavie judgments that 
are now upon us, That the last Wednesday in every month be sett 
apart for a day of ffast and humiliation, And that it be wholy dedicated 
to prayers and preaching, And because of the scarcity of pastors, many 
ministers haveing charge of two cures, Be it enacted, That such a 
minister shall officiate in one cure upon the last Wednesday of every 
month; And in his other cure upon the first Wednesday of the ensueing 
month. And in case of haveing three cures, that hee officiate in his 
third cure uppon the second Wednesday of the ensueing month, which 
shall be their day of fast, That the last act made the 11 of January, 
1641, concerning the ministers preaching in the fore-noon and catechise- 
ing in the afternoon of every Sunday be revived and stand in force. 
And in case any minister de faile so to doe, That he forfeit 500 pound 
of tobaccoe to be disposed of by the Vestrey for the use of the parish.” 
(February, 1644-5). 

And at th esessions of March, 1657-8, the Assembly directed the ob- 
servance of holy days twice a year to commemorate the deliverance from 
both massacres: 

“Bee it enacted and confirmed by the authoritie of this present Grand 
Assembly, That the two and twentieth day of March and the Eighteenth 
day of Aprill be yearly kept holie in commemoration of our deliverance 
from the Indians at the bloody massacres the 22d day of March, 1621 
and the eighteenth of Aprill, 1644, And that the ministers of everie 
parish give notice thereof to the parishoners the Sabboth day next 
before.” ’(March, 1657-8). 

In 1660-1, new subjects for fasting and prayer had arisen, and the 
Assembly enacted the following: 

“Whereas, our late surrender and submission to the execrable power 
that soe bloodyly massacred the late king Charles the first of ever 
blessed and glorious memory, hath made us by acknowledging them, 
guilty of their crimes, to shew our serious and hearty repentance and 
detestation of that barbarous act, Bee itt enacted, that the 3oth day of 
January the day the said king was beheaded be annually solemnized 
with fasting and prayers that our sorrowes may expiate our crime and 
our teares wash away our gilt.” (March, 1660-1). 

This act was repeated, verbatim, in 1661-2. In 1663 a plot for an in- 
surrection by indentured servants, which was discovered in time, led to 
the following act: 

“Whereas it is evident that certaine mutinous villianes had entred into 
such a desperate conspiracy as had brought an inevitable ruyne to the 
country had not God in his infinite mercy prevented it, this grand as- 
sembly to testify their thanks to Almighty God for soe miraculous a 
preservation have enacted that the thirteenth of September, the day 
this villianous plott should have been putt into execution, be annually 
kept holy to keep the same in a perpetuall comemoration.” (September, 
1633-). 

‘ At the session of September, 1668, another fast was decreed as 
ollows : 

“Whereas the many sins of this country may justly provoke the 
anger of Almighty God against us, and draw down his judgments upon 
us, unless diverted by a timely and hearty repentance, the governour, 
councell and burgesses of this grand assembly takeing the same into 
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Ordered That Wednesday the 10" day of May next be set 
apart and kept as a day of Solemn Fasting & humiliation 
throughout this Colony and that a Proclamation issue accord- 


ingly. 


their serious consideration, have enacted and doe by these presents enact 
that the 27th day of August next be sett apart for a day of humilia- 
tion, hereby strictly requireing all persons on that day to repaire to 
their respective parish churches, with fasting and prayers to implore 
Gods mercy and deprecate the evils justly impending over us; and be 
it further enacted that if any person or persons in Contempt thereof 
shall be found on that day working, gameing, or drinking (works 
of necessity only excepted), he or they soe offending, upon present- 
ment of the church warden, and proofe thereof made to the vestry 
shall be fined by them one hundred pounds of tobaccoe, halfe to the in- 
former, halfe to the poore of the parish, And it is further enacted that 
all ministers in the parishes where they reside be required to prepare 
themselves for the solemnizing that day.” (September, 1668). 

“Whereas the many hainous and crying sins of the inhabitants of 
this country may justly provoke the anger of Almighty God against 
us, and drawe downe his judgments upon us unless diverted by a timely 
and hearty repentance; the governour, councell and burgesses takeing 
the same into their most serious consideration, have enacted, and doe 
by these presents enact, that the fourth day of May next be solemnized 
and sett apart for fasting-and prayer to Almighty God for the pardon 
and remission of our manifold sins, which already hath and yett may, 
if not sincerely repented of and forsaken, provoake his divine majestie 
to inflict his heavy judgments on us. And it be further enacted, that 
the twenty second of August be sett apart for a publique day of thanks- 
giving to Almighty God for his greate mercies towards us in delivering 
us from our late horrid distraction and rebellions, and subdueing the 
same. And it be further enacted, that all ministers be, and are hereby 
enjoyned to read divine service, and to preach on those severall and 
“a dayes in their severall parish churches, etc.” (February, 
1676-7). 

Through the remainder of the Colonial period there were many special 
days set apart for fasting, prayer and thanksgiving. In 1691 the sub- 
ject was the peaceful condition of the Colony. 

“By ye Rt. Hono’ble ye Lieut. Govern’r. A Proclamation appointing 
a Day of Humiliation and Fasting.” 

It having pleased almighty God of his Infinite goodness and mercy 
to keepe this their mattes Dominion in peace when all ye neighbouring 
Collonys have been in great Disturbance and danger and ye Gen! 
Assembly for this Country being now assembled to consider ye best 
means to Secure ye peace thereof I Francis Nicholson Esq. their 
Majties Lieut. Govr of this their Majttes Dominion by ye advice and 
Consent of ye Councill of State and Desire of Ye Gent. of ye house 
of Burgesses doe here by appoint that Satterday ye 25th this instant 
be sett apart as a day of humiliation and fasting for ye Gen'! As- 
sembly and Inhabitants of James Citty humbly to implore divine as- 
sistance in directing this Gen'! Assembly to make such good and whole- 
some laws as shall be for ye glory of God ye Honor of their Majttes 
and security peace and safety of this their Majt'es Dominion and In- 
habitants therecf, and on fryday ye 8th day of May ye same be p’formed 
throughout ye whole Country and ye ministers in ye respective p’ishes 
are not to faile to p’forme Duties of ye Day by reading ye service 
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Sherifs The President in Council was pleased to 
appointed Nominate and appoint the following persons to 

be Sherifs of the several Countys for the en- 
suing year: 


of ye Church and preaching and all p’sons are to abstaine from ser- 
vile work and labour that day. Given under my hand and ye seale 
of ye Collony ye 24tha day of Ap'! anno Dom., 16091. 

ff. Nicholson 
To ye Sheriffe of Middlesex County his Deputy.” 

In 1692 and 1693 Governor Andros ordered services for the pur- 
poses named in his proclamations: 

“I March, 1692. Issues a Proclamation for a Solemn fast to Implore 
the Blessings of God upon the Consultations of the Assembly & April 
5, 1693, Issues another for a fast to avert God’s Judgment upon the 
Country being Sorely afflicted with’ the Measles.” 

In 1702 British victories were causes for thanksgiving: 
Sir “Whitehall November ye 11th 1702 

We send you here inclosed her Majestys proclamation directing a 
publick thanksgiving throughout England for the great successes of 
her Ma’tys Arms by Sea and land. And we ro hereby signify to you 
Her Majestys pleasure that a day of publick thanksgiving for those 
Successes be likewise soiemnized throughout all her plantations in 
America; You are therefore to take care that a day be accordingly 
set apart for that purpose as soon as conveniently may be after your 
receipt hereof, And that the same be observed throughout her Majesty’s 
Colony and Dominion of Virginia under yo’r Government, with such 
due Solemnities as are Suitable to so great an occasion. So we bid you 
heartily farewell. 

Yo’r very Loving Friends 
Rob. Cecill 
Ph. Meadows 
Wm. Blathwayt 
John Pollexfen 
Mat Prior” 


These rejoicings must have been tame compared with those two years 
later for Blenheim. The most ignorant Virginian, living in a frontier 
cabin would be delighted at the news of beating the French. There 
were many of the colonists who heartily disliked Daniel Parke but 
even they could not help a feeling of gratification that a Virginian 
had brought the first news of the great victory, and doubtless went 
about expressing some early form of “Ole Virginny never Tires”. They 
would have been still more interested could they have known that two 
gentlemen who were to be, in the future, good Virginians, Col. Es- 
mond and Col. Spotswood, were wounded in that famous fight. 

Governor Nicholson in his long proclamation (Calendar of Virginia 
State Papers, 1, 86) began: 

“Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to grant to her Maij’ts 
Armes in Conjunction with her Allys under the Command of his Grace, 
John, Duke of Malborough, Capt. Gen'! of her Maj’ts Land forces 
a Signall & glorious victory over the french & Bavarian fforces at 
Blenheim, near Hockstet (Hockstadt) on the River Danube, in Ger- 
many, (the first account whereof being brought to her most Sacred 
Majesty by Coll. Parke, a Gent. & native of this Country who was sent 
by his Grace)” and proceeds to say that he had received the royal 


| 

4 
Poe 

wl 

Id 

da 

the 

pit 
: 

a 

— 

lef 

tin 

the 

" 

. 

30 

| 


VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS 13 


Henrico, John Radford” 

Prince George, W™ Harrison™ 
Surry, Howell Edmonds™ 

Isle of Wight, Hardy Council” 
Nansemond, Dan' Pugh™ 

Norfolk, John Hare” 

Princess Anne, Thomas Haynes” 
Elizabeth City, Anthony Armistead” 
Warwick, Wm. Cole” 


proclamation with directions for the appointment of a proper and 
speedy day of thanksgiving in Virginia. The proclamation was to be 
read at services held in every church and chapel, and the militia of 
each parish were to meet at the church on February 6th, and, after 
the sermon, fire three volleys. 

In 1711 we had a special day of fast and prayer for New England. 
The proclamation was doubtless issued early in the summer of 1711 
when the English fleet under Sir Hovenden Walker, with its accom- 
panying land forces under General Hill was at Boston preparing for 
a campaign against Quebec. The “Rapperies and Murders” referred 
to, were committed during the bloody incursions of the French and 
Indians into New Engiand. 

“Draft of a Proclamation for a Fast, 1711. 

By Her Maty’s Lt. Governor & Commander in Chief of the Colony 
of Virginia. 


A Proclamation for a Fast, 

Whereas our most Gracious Sovereign out of her Pious Zeal to 
propagate the Protestant Religion, extirpate Popish Superstition and 
Idolatry, as out of a just honour [?] of the Rapperies & Murders 
daily committed on her People by the French & Indian Salvages in 
their interest; & as well for Restoring the Crown of Great Britain 
to its Ancient Rights in North America, as for settling Quiet & Hap- 
piness to all her Subjects on this Continent: has thought fitting to 
send a very considerable part of Her Fleets & Armys on an Expe- 
dition to Reduce Canada. 

And whereas Her Most Sacred Majesty has commanded that about 
the time when Her said Forces shall proceed on this important Ex- 
pedition a Day of Publick Fasting & Humiliation be kept in her 
several Dominions on this Continent to implore the Blessing & Mercy 
of Almighty God in protecting Her Arms employ’d in this just & 
necessary undertaking & giving them success therein. 

I have therefore, with the Advice of Her Maty’s Council of this 
Colony Thought fitt to issue this Proclamation Appointing [Date 
left blank]. 

[Endorsed] Procl'n for a Day of Fasting & humiliation & to Pray 
for Success of the Expedition against Canada. 

The series of special days of thanksgiving, fasting and prayer con- 
tinued down to the Revolution, ending, for the Colonial period, with 
those asked for by Assembly or Convention during the dark days 
preceding the Revolution. 

It is hard for us now to realize (although the impression is made 
more vivid by reading the respective services in a Prayer Book used 
in colonial days) that up to the Revolution we went to church each 
30th of January on the Day of King Charles the Martyr, and implored 
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York, Graves Packe” 

James City, Robert Goodrich” 

Lancaster, James Ball™ 

Northumberl*, John Shapleigh” 

Westmoreland, Aug? Washington™ 

Charles City, Francis Hardyman™ 

Hanover, W™ Fleming” 

New Kent, John Sclater® 

King William, John Butts” 

King & Queen, John Leigh™ 

Gloucester, Francis Willis” 

Middlesex, Oliver Segar 

Essex, Thomas Warring“ 

Spotsylvania, Goodrich Lightfoot* 

King George, Joseph Strother 

Richmond, Joseph Belfield® 

Stafford, Anthony Thornton“ 

Accomack, John Kendall* 

Northampton, Ralph Pigot* 
Present Mann Page & John Carter Esq" 


the mercy of God, That neither the Guilt of that Sacred and innocent 
Blood, nor those other Sins By which God was provoked to deliver 
up both us and our King into the Hands of Cruel and unreasonable 
men, might be visited upon us and our posterity. 

On November 5th we held a service of thanksgiving for the happy 
deliverance of King James I, and the Three Estates of the Realm 
from the Gunpowder Treason, and at the same time celebrated the 
happy arrival of his Majesty King William on this day. 

The interest in the Gunpowder Plot, no doubt grew dim as time 
passed; but there never was a period in which the colonial Virginian 
did not heartily offer the following prayer: 

“Accept also most Gracious God, of our unfeigned thanks for filling 
our hearts again with joy and gladness after the time that Thou 
hadst afflicted us and putting a new song in our mouths, by bringing 
his Majesty King William upon this Day for the deliverance of our 
Church and Nation from Popish Tyranny and Arbitrary Powers.” 

William and Mary College, King William, King and Queen, and 
Orange Counties, and King William Parish were amens to this prayer. 

On May 20th we were thankful for the Restoration and on Oct. 29, 
commemorated the beginning of the reign of George III. This last 
thanksgiving, just before the Revolution, was to be reversed, and the 
patriot who took his copy of the Virginia Gazette (now in the State 
Library), and wrote “damn” instead of “save” in the motto at the 
head of the first sheet, probably represented the general feeling. But 
it would have been easy to commemorate worse men than the King, 
and queer as such services may now seem to us, they do not equal 
in absurdity the efforts of later-day Americans and Englishmen, to 
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Secretary’s On reading at this Board a Letter from 
Popple’s Alured Popple Esqr Secretary to the Right 
Letter Hon”'* the Lords Comm for Trade bearing 
read Etc. date the 2* of November 1726 and including a 


State of the Case of the Ship John & Betty of 
Bristoll which imported into this Colony a Quantity of Rum 
for which the Duty of 4 pence per gallon was demanded and 
taken by Christopher Robinson late Naval Officer of Rappa- 
hannock River, together with the opinion of S* Philip York his 
Majesties Attorney General on the said Case It appearing to 
this Board that by reason of some disputes arising between the 
importers of the said Rum and the said late Naval Officer the 
money received for the Duty: thereof was never paid over to 
the Treasurer of the said Dutys but retained by the said Naval 
Officer untill he should be secured against the prosecution with 
which he was threatened by the Importer of the said Liquors 

This Board are therefore of opinion That al- 
Resolution though it appears by the Custom house books 


of the that the said Ship John & Betty was not en- 
Council tered at the Custom house in Rappahannock 
on the untill the 15** day of June (which is five days 
case of the after the Duty aforesaid commenced) yet if 
Ship John they can make due proof that the Ship was 
& Petty of within the District of Rappahannock on or be- 
Bristoll fore the ro” day of June as is suggested in the 


State of their Case This Board will give direc- 
tions to the Executors of the said Naval Officer to return the 
money paid for the Duty of the aforesaid Liquors; And in 
case of their Refusal will give all necessary Assistance for the 
Recovery thereof. 

On reading this day at the Board a Representation from 
divers of the Justices of Essexf County Complaining of the 
fill the “Bloody chasm” of the Revolution with a bogey-man labeled 


George III, while we have a merry game of hands across the sea, to 
the tune, not of “Let George do it”, but “George did it”. 

+On May 27, 1726, the House of Burgesses adopted a resolution for- 
bidding the Justices of Essex from building a new Court House, before 
the next session of Assembly, as this would be an unnecessary burden 
if the county was divided. On account of the rapid extension of settle- 
ment up the Rappahannock, many people lived a long way from Hob’s 
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great Delays in the Administration of Justice in that County 
by the neglect of several of the persons nominated in the Com- 
mission of the Peace to attend the Courts And on hearing 
John Lomax“ Gent one of the Justices Complained of It ap- 
pears to this Board that the Obstructions which have happened 
in the Administration of Justice in the said County have been 

principally occassioned through the heats and 


Order on animosities arisen among the said Justices of 
the Com- the Peace touching the place for holding Court 
plaint of since the time their late Courthouse was burnt: 
the Justices For Remedy whereof for the future It is this 
of Essex day Resolved and Ordered That a new Com- 
County mission of the Peace be made out for the said 


County, And that the Gentlemen recommended 
by the Court together with others nominated by this Board 
being the principal Inhabitants of the said County be put in 
the Commission as Justices of the said County And that every 
of them be personally summoned by the Sherif to meet at the 
place where the Court is now held on the next Court day ap- 
pointed by Law for the said County, and that they or the 
major part of them who shall then appear and take the Oaths 
as Justices of the Peace do proceed to appoint a fitt place as 
near as conveniently may be to the Centre of their County for 
holding the Courts hereafter untill further provision be made 
by Law therein, or that by the common consent of the Justices 
so sworn, such places be agreed upon and approved by the 
Governor or Commander in Chief of this Dominion for the time 
being as may be for the general ease and convenience of the 
Inhabitants of the said County. 


Hole (the later Tappahannock), and desired that the county seat should 
be near them. The division of the county, however, settled these diffi- 
culties and left the original site the best for the present Essex. 


NOTES TO COUNCIL JOURNALS. 


* James Taylor was son of James Taylor, who came to Virginia and 
had in 1668 a grant of about 1000 acres on the Mattaponi River, then 
in New Kent and later in King and Queen and Caroline. James Tay- 
lor the elder died on April 30, 1698 at his home (owned in 1900 by 
one of his descendants, Major William Pendleton) about eight miles 
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south of the present Bowling Green in Caroline County. Col. James 
Taylor of the text was born March 14, 1674 and died June 23, 17209. 
The destruction of the records of King and Queen and New Kent has 
caused the loss of much documentary evidence in regard to the early 
generations of the family; but there are numerous deeds in Spot- 
sylvania from Col. James Taylor and his son James Taylor 3d. The 
son lived in St. Stephens Parish, King and Queen and the father in 
Drysdale Parish, first in King and Queen and later in Caroline. There 
is a deed, July 1, 1725, from James Taylor of Drysdale Parish, King 
and Queen, Gentleman, to John Taliaferro, of Spotsylvania, Gentleman. 
On August 29, 1727, James Taylor of Drysdale, is styled “surveyor” 
and on Sept. 10, of the same year “Col. James Taylor”. On February 
5, 1727, and frequently later, Martha, his wife, joins in his deeds. In 
1728 James Taylor the elder, of Drysdale Parish, King and Queen, and 
James Taylor the younger, of St. George’s Farish, Spotsylvania, unite 
in a deed. On March 27, 1729, James Taylor, of Caroline County, 
conveyed 2600 acres in Spotsylvania to Francis Wyatt, of Gloucester 
County. In 1733 there is mention of land which was granted to Col. 
James Taylor, deceased, in 1722. In 1736 the Assembly ordered the 
counties of Spotsylvania, Hanover and Orange, to pay 16000 Ibs. of 
tobacco to Martha Taylor, widow, executrix of James Taylor for his 
services and expenses in running the dividing line between the counties. 
He patented and bought much land in the present Orange. It is usually 
stated in the accounts of the family that he lived from about 1722 until 
his death, first at “Bloomsbury” and later at “Greenfield” in the pres- 
ent Orange. He may have built these houses but the records quoted 
show that shortly before his death, he was “of Caroline County”. 
He was J. P. in 1702-1714 etc. Burgess for King and Queen in 1702 
and probably other years. His wife is stated in some accounts to have 
been the daughter of William Thompson and granddaughter of Sir 
Roger Thompson. No Sir Roger Thompson was ever in Virginia, and 
much more probable is the account in the little chart prepared by Pres- 
ident Madison, where she is said to be Martha, daughter of Roger 
Thompson. on latter, no doubt, was the man of that name who 
was a J. P. for New Kent in 1704. 

Incomplete genealogies of the family have been published in Slaughter’s 
St. Mark’s Parish, 74; Hayden’s Virginia Genealogies, 671-684, and 
W. K. Anderson’s Robertson-Taylor Families, 226-263. This book con- 
tains views of the quaint old house “Bloomsbury”, and engravings of 
the portraits of Col. James and Martha Taylor. It is difficult fre- 
quently to date Eighteenth century costumes, but these have rather a 
late appearance for people who died in 1729 and 1762. 

* William Parks was the first newspaper publisher and editor in 
Virginia. He was born in England and came to Annapolis, Md. about 
1727, when he established the Maryland Gazette. Soon afterwards he 
opened a printing shop in Williamsburg, and was employed by the gov- 
ernments of the two Colonies to do public printing. On Feb. 22, 1727, 
the House of Burgesses, on petition of Parks, directed that he be en- 
gaged to print the laws, journals, etc. In 1733 he published in Wil- 
liamsburg A Collection of Virginia Laws, on Feb. 16, 1736, began The 
Virginia Gazette, and opened a book-store in 1742. In that year the 
President and Masters of William and Mary accepted a proposition of 
Parks to furnish text books to the students. In 1744 he established 
a paper mill on a branch of Archer’s Hope Creek, near Williamsburg 
and some verses concerning it were published in the Gazette (see this 
Magazine, VII, 442). A deed recorded in York County and dated 
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Aug. 10, 1749, shows that he had as partner in his printing establish- 
ment and book store, Sarah, widow of Graves Pack. 

Embarking for England, March 23, 1750, Parks died at sea on April 
1st and was buried at Gosport, Eng. His will was proved in York 
County, June 8, 1750, gave £100 to each child of his sister Jane Spilsby; 
to his sister Elizabeth Parks £50 current. His wife Eleanor (residuary 
legatee) and his son-in-law John Shelton of Hanover County, Ex- 
ecutors. His estate was appraised at £6,211-15-9. See William and 
Mary Quarterly, VII, 10-12. In the Gasette for Feb. 14, 1751, was 
advertised for sale the printing house, out houses and lot on Duke 
of Gloucester Street, late the property of William Parks. Dr. Tyler 
states in his Williamsburg the Old Colonial Capital, 236-237, that this 
printing office was on lot 48 on the north side of the street and stood 
until 1896 when it was destroyed by fire. The post office and book store 
were in the same building. It would be a most appropriate thing for 
Virginia newspaper editors and publishers to place a suitable memorial 
at the site where the ancestor and predecessor of all their papers was 
published. In 1754, Sarah, daughter of John Shelton and granddaughter 
of William Parks became the first wife of Patrick Henry. 


* Robert Carter, of “Corotoman”, Lancaster County, was born in 1663 
and died August 4, 1732. His father Col. John Carter, also of “Co- 
rotoman”, owned large estates and was for many years, as Burgess 
and Councillor a man of prominence in the Colony. Robert Carter’s 
letters show that he was educated in England, but his school or col- 
lege are not known. As soon as he returned to Virginia he entered 
on a period of office holding only terminated by his death. From 
vestryman of his parish and justice of his county, he became a member 
of the House of Burgesses at the session of 1691-92, and again served 
at the sessions of 1605-06, 1606-97, 1698, 1600, and was Speaker of 
the House in 1606 and 1699. In 1609 he was appointed to the Council 
and remained a member of that body until 1732. He was Treasurer 
of the Colony (an office usually held in combination with the Speaker- 
ship) 1699-1705. On July 8, 1726, when Edmund Jenings was sus- 
pended, Col. Carter became acting Governor and remained at the head 
of the government until Sept. 8, 1727, when William Gooch became 
Governor. 

He was much interested in education (see this Magazine XX XI, 39-41) 
and was rector and long a visitor of William and Mary, where he 
endowed a scholarship. By his will he left £200 besides the material 
for the fine old brick church still standing in Christ Church parish, 
Lancaster County. He made the condition that the chancel of the new 
church should be reserved as burial place for his family, as the old 
chancel had been and that a commodious family pew be erected in the 
new chancel. He also gave £20 for a piece of plate for the church. 
The large square pew, which seems to have had a canopy over it, 
still remains in the church, and tradition has it that “King” Carter 
(as he was called from his wealth and influence) sat in a large chair 
in the center of it. 

Through his position as agent for the proprietors of the Northern 
Neck he not only received a considerable income, but was able to take 
up by grant, immense tracts of good land. His will and many deeds 
show that he also bought much land from private individuals. Among 
these purchases were the “Ripon Hall” estate, York County, from the 
heirs of Edmund Jenings; “Nomini”’, Westmoreland (6000 acres) from 
the Spencers, and (about the date of Robert Carter’s will) the whole 
real and personal estate in Virginia, which had belonged to John Lloyd, 
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INTERIOR OF CurIst LANCASTER COUNTY. 


For Exterior Views see the Magazine of History 
Courtesy of Harper’s Magazine and Biography, October, 1902. 
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decd., this last named property probably had belonged to John 
Lloyd, formerly of Richmond County, Va., who had married Elizabeth, 
only daughter and heiress of Col. John Carter, Sr., elder brother of 
Robert Carter. The sale was made by order of the Court of Chan- 
cery in England. The suit which caused the sale of the Lloyd estate, 
must have been <oncluded within a year or two of the date of Robert 
Carter’s will, June 9, 1730, and it is believed that the papers in the 
case would furnish interesting information as to the early Carters. 

Robert Carter’s will and the inventory of his great estate were 
printed in this Magazine V, 408-428; VI, 1-22, 145-152, 260-268, 365- 
370; VII. 64-68. Col. Carter was a man of affairs rather than books; 
but the list of his library contains about 233 titles, and a considerably 
larger number of volumes. Law and theology were most largely rep- 
resented; but he had such works as Burnet’s histories, Cowley, Cam- 
den’s Brittania, Addison, Paschal’s Thoughts, Josephus, Horace, Ter- 
ence, Rapin’s History of England, Caesar, Sydney “Of Government”, 
Prynn, Filmer, Hale, Temple’s Letters, Tacitus, Homer, Evelyn’s Sylva 
and Ovid’s Metamorphoses. 

In the Gentleme::’s Magazine, November, 1732, appears under deaths, 
“Robert Carter, Esq., in Virginia. He was President of the Council 
and left among his children above 300000 acres of land, about 1000 
negroes and £10,000 in money.” 

The Carter home “Corotoman”, was beautifully situated on a low 
bluff close to the Rappahannock where it is near its mouth and is 
several miles wide. The house stood on a neck of land between the 
points where Corotoman River and Carter’s Creek enter the Rap- 
pahannock. A plat of the estate, then containing about 8000 acres made 
early in the nineteenth century, is preserved at Lancaster Court House. 
Along the water front are the remains of a breakwater made by ballast 
dumped there. The Maryland Gazette of Feb. 4, 1729, mentions the 
burning of the large house of Col. Carter—no doubt the original resi- 
dence at “Corotoman”. 

Some of the rooms named in the inventory of 1732, were the 
old house dining room, the dining room closet, the chamber over 
the dining room, the lower chamber, the chamber closet, the lower 
chamber closets, the chamber over the lower chamber, the porch chamber, 
the brick house chamber, the brick store, the chamber over the brick 
store, the brick house loft, the rum cellar, the outward cellar, kitchen, 
kitchen loft, pantry, office store, office chambers, spring house, spring 
house chambers, new dairy store, the old dairy, new dairy loft, outward 
cider house, inward cider house, smiths shop, the quarter, quarter lofts, 
sloop landing house, still house, old coach house, new coach house, 
the nail store etc., etc. 

St. Leger Landon Carter wrote in 1834, of the “dilapidated manor 
house” at “Corotoman”. When this writer visited the place about 
seventeen years ago the site of the house and grounds was covered 
by a heavy crop of corn and no signs of them could be seen. 
battered two story frame house remained said to have been the quarters 
of the house servants. At intervals, between “Corotoman” and Christ 
Church could be seen tall cedars on each side of a straight road, with 
bank and ditch. It was said that originally this cedar edged road ex- 
tended from the church to the house. Many parts have disappeared. 

Robert Carter married Ist. in 1688, Judith, daughter of John Armis- 
tead, of Gloucester County and member of the Council, and 2nd. in 
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1701, Elizabeth, widow of Richard Willis, and daughter of Thomas 
Landon, of Middlesex County, Va., formerly of Crednal, Hereforshire, 
England. She qualified as administratrix of Richard Willis, Feb. 3, 
1700, and on April 3, 1701, Robert Carter made a deed in view of 
his intended marriage with her. 

In another deed Jan. 30, 1701-2, he speaks of her as his wife. Mrs. 
Judith Carter died Feb. 23, 1699, and Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, July 3, 
1719 in her 36th year. Both were buried at Christ Church. Their 
tombs have been mutilated, but the epitaphs have been copied and 
published. 

Robert Carter had issue: (1st m.) 1. John of “Corotoman” and 
“Shirley”; 2. Elizabeth, born in ——, died 1721, married 1st Nathaniel 
Burwell, of “Carter’s Creek”, Gloucester County and 2nd Dr. George 
Nicholas; 3. Judith, married Mann Page, of “Rosewell”, Gloucester 
County; (2nd marriage); 4. Anne, married Benjamin Harrison, of 
“Berkeley”, Charles City County (see Harrison genealogy in course 
of publication in the Magazine) ; 5. Robert of “Nomini”, Westmoreland 
County. One of the most interesting of colonial documents is the 
diary of Philip Fithian, while a tutor at “Nomini”, during the time 
of Robert Carter (3d), grandson of “King” Carter. Dr. Tyler has 
printed in the William and Mary Quarterly, X, 232-241; XI, 21-28, 
the catalogue of his large and valuable library; 6. Sarah, died young; 
7. Betty, died young; 8. Ludlow, died young; 9. Charles Carter, of 
“Cleve”, King George County, whose will, edited by Mr. Fairfax Har- 
rison, was published in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
XXXI, 30-69; 10. Landon, of “Sabine Hall”, Richmond County. Ex- 
tracts from his diary have been published in the William and Mary 
Quarterly, XIII, 43-45, 157-165, 219-221, XIV, 38-44, 181-186, 246-253, 
XV, 15-20, 86-87, 205-211; XVI, 149-156, 257-269; XVII, 37-44; XX, 
173-180; XXI, 172-181; 11. Lucy, married Henry Fitzhugh, of “Eagles 
Nest”, King George County; 12. George, of the Middle Temple, died 
unmarried. His wili was printed in this Magazine XV, 426-427. 

The principal printed sources of information in regard to the Carter 
family in addition to those cited are The Carter Tree, first edited by 
Capt. R. R. Carter, of “Shirley”, and the second edition, in 1897, greatly 
enlarged, by his daughter, Mrs. Oliver. “The Carters of Virginia”, 
with many portraits and other illustrations in Glenn’s Some Colonial 
Mansions (Phila. 1899), 217-203; The Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography Il, 235-238; XXII, 380-382; XXX, 70-79; William and 
Mary Quarterly, Vols. I, III, V, VI, VIII, TX, X, XI, XIII; and 
Keith’s Ancestry of Benjamin Harrison. 

Robert Carter was buried under a very large and handsome tomb 
in the churchyard at Christ Church, Lancaster, which is now only a 
heap of fragments. Only a portion of the shield remains. This bears 
the arms of Carter; a chevron hetween three cart wheels, crest; a 
talbot sejant upon a wreath, its dexter paw on an escutcheon containing 
a Catherine wheel. 

The arms on the tomb of his wife Judith are better preserved. Her 
tomb has two shields, the first Carter empaling three crosses crosslet, 
and the second Carter empaling Ludlow, a chevron between three 
martens heads. 

Fortunately the epitaph of Robert Carter was copied many years 
ago. It is as follows: 
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Vir honorabilis Robertus 
Carter, Armiger, qui genus 
honestum dotibus eximiliis 
et moribus antiquis illus- 
travit. Collegium Guliel- 
mi et Mariae temporibus 
difficillimis propugnavit, 
Gubernator. 
Senatus Rogator et 
Questor sub seren- 
issimis Principibus Guilielmo, 
Anna, Georgio Primo et Secundo. 
A publicis concilliis con- 
cillii per sexenniune przses ; 
plus anno Coloniae Prefec- 
tus, cum regiam dignitatem 
et publicam libertatem 
quali jure asseruit, 
Opibus amplissimis 
bene partis instructus, 
Aedem hanc sacram, in 
Deum pictatis grande mo- 
numentum propriis 
sumptibus extruit. 
Locu pletavit. 


In omnes quos humaniter 
excepit nec prodigus nec 
parcus hospes. Liberali- 
tatem insignem testantur 
debita munificeé remissa. 
Primo Juditham, Johannis 
Armistead, Armigera, 
filiam; deinde Betty, 
generosa Landonorum stirpe 
oriundam, sibi connubio 
junctas habuit: equibus 
prolem numerosam sus- 
cepit, in qua erudienda 
pecunie vim maximani 
insumpsit. 
Tandem honorum et dierum 
satur, cum omnis vitae 
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munera egregiz pres- 
titisset, obiit Pri. Nom 
Aug. An. Dom. 1732, aet. 60. 
“Miseri solamen, vidue 
praesiduum, orbi patrem, 
ademptum lugent.” 


4. William Byrd of “Westover,” Charles City County was son of Wil- 
liam Byrd, of Henrico County and “Westover”; who as Burgess, Coun- 
cillor, Auditor and Receiver General, Indian trader, merchant and p'anter 
was long one of the leading men in Virginia. William Byrd the elder, 
came of a London family, deriving descent, as happened so frequently, 
from a younger son of a country gentleman—in this case of Cheshire. 
There is still in possession of the family a long parchment roll (there was 
a copy on paper at “Brandon”) which was prepared for William Byrd, 
the emigrant, in 1702, which traces his line to a remote period. The 
arms in colors of various allied families are shown at intervals through- 
out the roll. This pedigree is to a great extent the same as one given 
in Holmes “Heraldic Collections for Cheshire” (Harlian MSS, 2119), 
but how far it is correct could only be established by a thorough search 
of English records. Through his mother, Mary Horsmanden, William 
Byrd of the text, was descended from Daniel Horsmanden, the Loyalist 
rector of Ulcombe, Kent, and through the latter’s wife Ursula, daughter. 
of Sir Warham St. Leger, of Ulcombe, from one of the most eminent 
knightly families of England. 

William Byrd the younger was born March 28, 1674, and died August 
26, 1744. Before he was ten years old he was sent to England for edu- 
cation, and as Professor Bassett, editor of the last edition of his writings, 
has noted, was thrown entirely among his mother’s people. Later he was 
sent to Holland; but in 1690 returned to England and on April 26, 1692, 
was admitted to the Middle Temple. He returned to Virginia by 1696 and 
was immediately elected a Burgess for Henrico County; but early in 
the next year went again to England, and in October, 1698, was ap- 
pointed agent for Virginia there, an office he retained until 1701. Dur- 
ing this stay in England he made many congenial friends, and was elected 
a member of the Royal Society. On the receipt of the news of his 
father’s death he returned again to Virginia and in a short time was 
appointed Receiver General. In 1708 he was appointed to the Council 
and before his death became President of that body. He was actively 
engaged in planting, acquiring by grant and purchase large tracts of 
land, and in colonial politics. In 1715 he went again to England where 
he remained until 1720, when he returned to Virginia. He was how- 
ever immediately reappointed Agent and went once more to England, 
where he lived until 1726. He then came back to Virginia and spent the 
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rest of his life at “Westover.” He was not content to be merely a 
country gentleman. In 1728 and 1729 he was one of the Commissioners 
to run the boundry line between Virginia and North Carolina; led by 
his interest in iron works he made his trip to the mines and in order to 
inspect his lands in Southern Virginia and North Carolina, went on the 
“Journey to the Land of Eden.” In 1733, with the assistance of Major 
William Mayo, as surveyor, he laid out the town of Richmond and in 
1737 advertised the lots for sale. He gave the site for St. Johns Church, 
Richmond, and was a contributor towards the cost of building. He was 
interested in bringing Swiss, Germans and French to the Colony. His 
writings, the History of the Dividing Line, A Journey to the Land of 
Eden, A Progress to the Mines (all composed without thought of pub- 
lication) are still delightful reading. Professor Basset says “It is im- 
possible to read him without interest. It would be hard to find before 
Franklin, a better master of the art of writing clear, forcible and charm- 
ing English.” 

Col. Byrd was a broad-minded, patriotic man and the most accomplished 
and cultured gentleman in Virginia. ‘lhe house he built and grounds 
laid out at “Westover,” were among the best in the Colony. The house 
was burnt during the ownership of his son and though there is no account 
of the extent of the damage, it is probable that the structure was re- 
stored very much to its former state. The fact that tradition from “time 
out of mind” identifies certain rooms in the present house with those in 
existance before the fire, is strong evidence that the destruction was only 
partial. Tradition may err as to matters several hundred years back, 
but it has only been about a hundred years since the Byrds sold ‘“West- 
over,” and the succeeding owners, Harrison, Carter and Selden, were in 
a position to receive accurate accounts. 

The ornamental grounds, whose beauty is spoken of by Chastellux, 
who visited the place in 1781, would appear, from the tone of what he 
says, to have included more than the present lawn and walled garden. 

The library, of nearly 4,000 volumes, was the largest private collec- 
tion in the English Colonies. The catalogue may be most conveniently 
consulted in Bassett’s edition of Byrd’s writings. 

Luxury and fashionable society never enervated Col. Byrd. He was 
always a man “taking with frolic welcome the sunshine and the storm.” 
Many passages in his writings show the good humor and courage with 
which he met all the viscisitudes of his travels through what was then 
a wilderness. Nor were physical difficulties his only source of trouble. 
Though happy in his family, his home and his pursuits, he was for many 
years in financial difficulties. At the death of the father of his first 
wife, Col. Daniel Parke, John Custis and his wife the other daughter 
and co-heiress, received the large Parke estate in Virginia, and Col. Byrd 
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what was supposed to be a much greater property in the West Indies and 
England, on the condition that he undertook the payment of Col. Parke’s 
debts. The result was that for years he was burdened with a great 
debt which caused him so much distress that he made several efforts to 
sell “Westover.” This debt appears to have been fully paid just be- 
fore his death. He thus left a splendid estate free from any important 
incumbrance. Professor Bassett estimates that at his death he owned 
179440 acres of land. 

No copy of Col. Byrd’s will is known to exist. In one of the few 
remaining Charles City County record books is this entry “March 1744, 
The will of William Byrd, Esq. presented by Mrs. Maria Byrd one of 
the executors and proved by the oaths of William Proctor and William 
Stith, two of the witnesses, who swore they saw Peter Fontaine, the 
other witness, sign.” The will book covering this period was stolen or 
destroyed. Col. Byrd, it would seem, would have had property interests 
in England (certainly much tobacco), which would have made it neces- 
sary for his will to have been proved there before his executors could 
act; but a recent search has shown that it is not in the Probate Court 
of Canterbury where all colonial wills were proved. If there is a copy 
in private hands it is hoped that the owner will make the fact known. 

William Byrd’s writings were edited by Edmund Ruffin in 1841; T. H. 
Wynn in 1866, and J. S. Bassett in 1901. Some of his letters were 
printed in Mrs. Lee’s Memoir of G. W. P. Custis, in Lossing’s edition 
of the latter’s Recollections. Others published in the Virginia Magazine 
of Histroy and Biography IX, 113-130, 225, 251. It is a pity that more 
of these delightful letters (which are known to exist) have not been 
made public. 

There have been numerous magazine articles about Westover, as well 
as notices in historical and architectural works, and several novels with 
Byrd as the hero—most of them showing no understanding of the man. 
The careful study, political and personal, of “The Byrd Family in Vir- 
ginia” by Professor Bassett is of value and interest. This edition also 
includes a genealogy of the Byrd family. The will of Mrs. Mary Willing 
Byrd, second wife of the third William, was printed with many notes, 
in the Va. Magazine of History and Biography VI, 346-358, and that of 
her husband (also annotated) in Vol. IX, 80-88 of the same Magazine. 

In the Orrery Papers (London, 1903), are several letters from Col. 
Byrd to his friends Charles Boyie, Eary of Orrery, and the letter’s son 
John, Lord Boyle, who during the period of this correspondence succeeded 
his father in the earldom. As these letters are practically unknown here 
and show the nature of Byrd’s relations with his English friends and his 
knowledge of English men and affairs they are reprinted. 
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To CHartes or OrRERY. 


“Virginia, March 16, 1719. 

My Lorp,—The many Favours I was so happy as to receive from Your 
Lordship in England, stick fast in my Memory in all Clymates and I 
believe I could go thro’ the Ceremony of Husquenawing without forget- 
ting them. This Operation is performed upon the Indians of this part 
of the World at the Age of Puberty when they commence Men and is 
in order to make them forget all the Follys of their Childhood. For this 
end they are lockt up in a place of Security, and the Physicians of the 
place ply them Night and Morning with a Potion that transports them 
out of their Senses, and makes them perfectly mad for Six Weeks to- 
gether. When this time is expired they are kept upon meagre Dyet for 
three days, and in that Space they return to their Understanding, but 
pretend to have forgot everything that befell them in the early part of 
their Lives. I had no reason to have been terrified at a winter’s passage, 
for it was the most agreeable that ever I had in my life. In about a 
week we got into a pleasant Latitude betwixt 30 and 40, where we found 
the Air as mild as it is with you in April; in that fine Clymate we saild 
about a thousand Leagues till we got to the west of Bermudas, having 
all the while the finest weather in the World. Two days before we 
saild by that Island, we understood there had been a Pyrate of good 
force, that had plundered several Ships, and among the rest a Portuguese 
Admiral who was returning home from Brasill richly laden, out of which 
the Pyrate took a prodigious Booty in Gold. However we had the good 
fortune to miss him. These Rogues swarm in this part of the World, 
as we are told of 70 Sail at least that haunt the several parts of America; 
and our Captains of Men of War are so intent on Trade that they neg- 
lect their Stations, and contrive to be blown away to the Country whither 
their Traffick calls them. This is so great an Abuse that the Nation 
is at the Expence of building and maintaining Ships of War, for the 
enabling the Commanders of them to ruin the fair Traders in every 
Country where they come. For these Gentlemen pay neither Freight nnor 
Custome, nor run any Risque, by which Iniquity they are in condition 
to undersell all those that do. We have some Men here who have been 
on some of the Branches of Massasipi River. The nearest to us are 
500 miles from this Country; lying about the Latitude of 30, and these 
Travellers say theyl never saw either a finer Soil or a finer Clymate. 
But these Branches are at least 300 miles from the mouth of the River 
where the French are seated, and great Waterfalls intercept all passage 
from one to the other by Water. The Indians are very numerous on 
the Branches of the River; and if the French find Means to gain them 
it will render the English Plantations very unsafe. And when it comes 
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to that, what with the ill treatment of the English Governors, and the 
great encouragement given by the French to their Colonies the English 
Plantations will make no difficulty of changing their Masters, unless some 
measures be taken to restrain the arbitrary behaviour of these little 
Rulers whose heads grow giddy with their power upon which they imme- 
diately set up for Princes and Sovereigns.—I am, My Lord, yr most faith- 
ful humble Servant, 
W. Byrp.” 


To CHarves, or OrreRY. 


“Virginia, July 5, 1726. 
My Lorp,—- 

Soon after my arrival I had the honour to write to Your Ldsp to ac- 
quaint you that we had happaly escaped all the Dangers of the Sea, and 
were safely landed at my own House. There was nothing frightfull in 
the whole Voyage but a suddain Puff that carried away our Topmast, 
which in the falling gave a very bad crack, but we received no other 
Damage, neither were our Women terrified at It. The beautifullest 
Bloom of our Spring when we came Ashore, gave Mrs. Byrd a good 
impression of the Country. But since that the Weather is grown Warm, 
and some days have been troublesome eno’ to make Her wish herself 
back in England. She now begins to be seasoned to the Heat, and to 
think more favourably of our Clymate. She comforts herself with the 
thought that a warm Sun is necessary to ripen our fine Fruit, and so 
pays herself with the Pleasure of one Sense, for the Inconvenience that 
attends the others. I must own to Yr Ldship that we have about three 
months that impatient People call warm, but the Colonel would think 
them cool enough for a pair of Blankets, and perhaps a comfortable 
Counterpain into the Bargain. Yet there are not 10 days in the whole 
summer that Yr Ldsp would compain of, and they happen when the 
Breazes fail us and it is a dead Calme. But then the other nine Months 
are most charmingly delightfull, with a fine Air and a Serene Sky that 
keeps us in Good Health and Good Humour. Spleen and vapours are as 
absolute Rarities here as a Winter’s Sun, or a Publick Spirit in Eng- 
land. A Man may eat Beef, be as lazy as Captain Hardy, or even marry 
in this Clymate, without having the least Inclination to hang himself. 
It would cure all Mr. Hutchinson’s distempers if the Ministry would 
transport him hither unless they sent Lady G—(?) along with him. 
Your Ldsp will allow it to be a fair Commendation of a Country that it 
reconciles a Man to himself, and makes him suffer the weight of his 
misfortunes with the same tranquility that he bears with his own 
Frailtys. After your September is over, I shall wish your Ldsp a 
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little of our Sunshine to disperse that Fogg and Smoake with which your 
Atmosphere is loaded. Tis miraculous that any Lungs can breath in 
an Air compounded of so many different Vapours and Exhalations like 
that of dirty London. For my part mine were never of a texture to 
bear it in winter without great convulsions, so that nothing could make 
me amends for that uneasiness but the pleasure of being near your Lord- 
ship. Besides the advantage of a pure Air, we abound in all kinds of 
Provisions without expence (I mean we who have Plantations). I have 
a large Family of my own, and my Doors are open to Every Body, yet 
I have no Bills to pay, and half-a-Crown will rest undisturbed in my 
Pocket for many Moons together. Like one of the Patriarchs, I have 
my Flocks and my Herds, my Bond-men and Bond-women, and every 
Soart of Trade amongst my own Servants, so that I live in a kind of 
Independence on every one but Providence. However this Soart of 
Life is without expence, yet is is attended with a great deal of trouble. 
I must take care to keep all my people to their Duty, to set all thc 
Springs in motion and to make every one draw his equal Share to carry 
the Machine forward. But then ’tis an amusement in this silent Country 
and a continual exercise of our Patience and Economy. 

Another thing My Lord that recommends this Country very much— 
we sit securely under our Vines and our Fig Trees without any Danger 
to our Property. We have neither publick Robbers nor private, which 
Your Ldsp will think very strange, when we have often needy Gov- 
ernors, and pilfering Convicts sent amongst us. The first of these it is 
suspected have some-times an inclination to plunder, but want the pow’r, 
and tho’ they may be Tyrants in their Nature, yet they are Tyrants with- 
out Guards, which makes them as harmless as a Scold would be without 
a Tongue. Neither can they do much Injustice by being partial in Judg- 
ment, because in the Supreme Court the Council have each an equal 
Vote with them. Thus both the Teeth and the Claws of the Lion are 
secured, and He can neither bite nor tear us, except we turn him loose 
upon Ourselves. I wish this was the Case with all his Majesty’s good 
Subjects, and I dare say Your Ldsp has the goodness to wish so too. 
Then we have no such Trades carried on amongst us, as that of Horse- 
breakers, [Housebreakers?] Highway-men, or Beggers. We can rest 
securely in our Beds with all our Doors and Windows open, and yet 
find every thing exactly in place the next Morning. We can travel all 
over the Country by Night and by Day, unguarded and unarmed, and 
never meet with any Person so rude as to bid us Stand. We have no 
Vagrant Mendicants to seize and deafen us wherever we go, as in your 
Island of Beggers. Thus My Lord we are very happy in our Canaans 
if we could but forget the Onions and Fleshpots of Egypt. There are 
so many Temptations in England to inflame the Appetite and charm the 
Senses, that we are content to run all Risques to enjoy them. They al- 
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ways had I must own too strong an Influence upon me, as Your Ldsp 
will belive when they could keep me so long from the more solid pleas- 
ures of Innocence and Retirement. I doubt not but My Lord Boyle has 
learn’t at Paris to perform all his Exercises in perfection and is be- 
come an absolute Master of the French Language. I wish every Secre- 
tary of State could write it as perfectly as his Ldsp does, that their 
Performances might not be subjected to the Correction of Mr. De La 
Fay. I am sure that Lord Boyle will in every respect Answer the affec- 
tionate care your Lordship has taken of him, and I suppose It will not 
be long before I shall have the pleasure to hear that he is happily mar- 
ried, for it now seems wholy to depend upon Him, to furnish Heirs to 
the Noble Family of his Name. I most heartily long to hear from Your 
Lordship, and shall rejoice at every happy Accident that befalls you, for 
I am as much as any Man alive, My Lord, yr ete. 
W. Byrp.” 


To Joun Lorp Boyte. 


“Virginia, Feby. 2d, 1726/7. 

My Dear Lorp.—The Historical Epistle which You did me the 
Honour to send me, of the 30th of June last, gave us great Enter- 
tainment. Every thing is described with so much life and propriety 
that I fancyed the Objects themselves present before my eyes. I could 
imagine I saw Miss Die Chapman bridle up and look happy when the 
Queen of France seemed gracious, and put on her disappointed Face 
when Her Majesty withdrew her Smiles. I could also figure your Lord- 
ship performing the friendly Office of picking up some of Lord 
Windsor’s Effects, and others of them droping while he was bowing 
low for the trouble he had the misfortune of giving you. I could also 
paint the sprightly Colonel nodding over his Draughts, and cracking 
a stale Joke for the hundred and fiftieth time, while some of the Com- 
pany take the liberty to laugh, not so much at the Story as the Historian. 
As some People are very awkward when they are Gay, I believe the 
French are so when they are melancholy. It is a most unnatural part 
for that merry Nation to Act, which used to Sing when they had 
short Commons, and dance in wooden shoes, either of which would make 
a true Briton very low Spirited. I was in hopes your Lordship had 
quitted your Passion for Old Women when you quitted England, and 
resigned your Claims to Withered Beauties to your God Father. His 
Grace has an aversion to green Charms, they set his Teeth on Edge, 
and therefore he loves the Fruit better when it is mellow. However 
if that taste followed by you beyond the Seas, I wonder you could 
want an agreeable Old Woman in France so long as Lady Sandwich 
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was there; tho’ I must confess it was exceeding odd in your Lordship 
to expect to meet with Ancient Ladys in a Country where every Creature 
is young, at least every Age puts on the same youthtul Ornaments, 
and is amused with the same youthful Trifles. And if you should 
ask an Old Fellow how old he was, instead of answering that he 
was turned of four score, He will tell you that blessed be his Stars, 
he found himself in perfect good Health. It is a pity that Lord North 
should so far forget his Character and Quality as to treat Ladys of 
Honour with Indecency. I fear he has accustomed himself so much 
to the Conversation of—Females that he is apt to forget himself when 
he happens into better Company. I am the more concerned for his 
Lordship, because if Fine Things come out of his Mouth with none of 
the best Grace, how shocking must Rude Ones appear! I will trust 
Old Ned for good Claret and an easy Chair, to mend his Shape and 
brighten up his Genius, which in the cloudiest English weather lies 
extreamly towards getting to as full an Understanding as one would 
be fond of in a Father, how little soever one might covet it in One- 
self. I will answer for young Ned, He esteems the Old Gentleman 
a Man of excellent parts, and had much rather be his Son and Heir, 
than that of the brightest Wit in the Land. I had the honour of a 
Letter from him since he returned from his Travels, and believe he has 
profited more by going Abroad than his Countrymen usually have done. 
Most young Fellows improve in little beside Confidence; this helps 
them to discover their whole stock of Vice and Folly, which Bash- 
fulness concealed in them before. I fancy Your Lordship is not a 
little diverted to see the honest Colonel at his own Table supported 
by his two Maiden Aunts. They talk the Northern Dialect without 
Doubt in all its Purity, and dress to the Primitive Simplicity. I hope 
our Friend is not quite so peevish to them as he used to be to poor 
Little foot. One of my Female Correspondents tells a woeful Story 
of my good Friend the Major (Gooche). She says he was taken 
at a Disadvantage by one of his own modish Countrymen, and Brother 
Gamesters, who handled him pretty roughly and almost demolished his 
Person. But the most incredible part of the Story was, that the Major 
endured it all with the Patience of a Martyr, and the Forgiveness of 
a Christian. This surely cannot be true, because all the Major’s ac- 
quaintance both Gentlemen and Ladys, have heard him swear as man- 
fuily as any Hero in His Majesty’s Guards. We have had the most 
delightful Winter here that I ever saw in any Country, just Frost 
enough to fertilize over our Ground, and purify the Air. The Sun 
has befriended us constantly with the chearfullest of its Smiles, and 
Foggs and Clouds have been as absolute Prodigys with us the whole 
Season as a Constant Man or an humble Woman is in England. My 
Young Gentlewomen like everything in the Country except the Retire- 
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ment, they can’t get the Plays, the Operas and the Masquerades out 
of their Heads, much less can they forget their friends. However, 
the lightness of our Atmosphere helps them to bear all their losses 
with more Spirit, and that they may amuse themselves the better, they 
are every Day up to their Elbows in Housewifery, which will qualify 
them effectually for useful Wives and if they live long enough, for 
Notable Women. Now your Lordship has finished your Studys, learnt 
all your Exercises, and ended your Travels, I shall expect to hear very 
soon that you are Married and become a Grave Member of the Com- 
monwealth. May that Circumstance of Life, and everything else be 
happy to you; and may you not forget, though at this unmerciful 


Distance, Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 
W. Byrp.” 


To Eart or OrreRY. 


“Virginia, Feb. 3d, 1727-8. 

My Lorp—I am much obliged to Your Lordship for being so very 
good as to sweeten my Retirement by writing often. Whenever my 
Spirits sink at any Time below their natural pitch Your Letters are 
Cordial enough to raise them again, and make me as gay as the Spring. 
They call back to my Memory all the delightful scenes at Britwell 
[a house belonging to the Earl] and Downing Street, and for variety 
make me look back sometimes on the graver amusements at Wills. 
Mrs. Byrd too gives you a thousand thanks for your Favours to her 
Daughter. There is now a little Virginian that I fancy is much more 
a Romp than her sister. She is so lively that unless her Nurse were 
very careful, she would spring out of her Arms. Like the Children 
of Languedoc and Gascony, She dances before she can walk and sings 
before she can speak. If she lives we must get her a husband as soon 
as the Law will allow... . . not content with two Spinsters, Mrs. 
PN Re with hopes of having a Son; tho after All I wish she 
maynt run upon the Distaff as much as Her Grace of Argyle. I be- 
lieve even Madam Smith would healp the Major to an Heir if an ill- 
turn of Play should send them to this Country .... . These Dis- 
advantages to Gallantry make well for Matrimony, which thrives 
so excellently, that an Old Maid or an Old Bachelor are as rare among 
us and reckoned as ominous as a Blazing Star. One of the most antick 
Virgins I am acquainted with is my Daughter, either our young Fellows 
are not smart eno’ for her, or she seems too smart for them .... We 
are quite in the Dark what they are doing in Europe, having had hardly 
any Intelligence of a later date than Your Lordship’s letter. However 
we look out very sharp for Ships at this Time to satisfie our Curiosity. 
I find there are two extraordinary Persons appointed Governors of 
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Barbados and New York since the King’s Accessioz. What a mis- 
fortune it would be for those Countrys if their Creditors should stop 
them with a Ne Exat Regno. By great Accident we have a very 
Worthy Man to represent Lord Orkney. It is Major Gooch, brother 
to an eminent Clergyman of that Name. He seems hitherto to maintain 
the Character of a very just Man, and has a reasonable share of good 
Sense, good Nature, and good Breeding. How long He may hold 
his Integrity I cannot warrant because Power and Flattery corrupt 
many a Hopeful Ruler. However we are not so apt to spoil our Gov- 
ernors as they are in the other Plantations, because we never compli- 
ment with one Penny more than their established Income. We dare not 
be generous to those who are Good, for fear of setting a Precident 
for those who are Bad. Most of the Colonies have been imprudent 
that way. They have done extravigant things for Governors they have 
been fond of, which has afterwards been made a Rule for their Suc- 
cessors tho’ never so disagreeable. Our Winter has been very severe 
this Year with Cold much keener than ever I felt in England; but by 
the benefit of our Climate it has been very short and we begin now 
to expect our Spring which is always very beautiful and Fragrant. 
I am much in Lord Boyle’s Debt for the entertaining Peice of History 
He was so good as to send me, and shall thank Him for it by this Op- 
portunity. Whenever His Lordship engages in the Hazardous State 
of Matrimony I hope it will be to his Satisfaction in every Circum- 
stance. I am never so happy as when I understand that Your Lordship 
and all for whom you have any concern are well, for I shall always 
remain y’r Lordship’s most humble Serv’t, 
W. Byrn.” 


To Joun, Lorp Boy te. 


“Virginia the 12th of Feb’y 1727-8. 

My Lorp—Nothing can be more obliging than the Memoirs your 
Lordship has pleased to send me. They were so entertaining that I 
have almost worn out the Paper with often reading it [This was in 
response to a letter from Lord Boyle telling of his coming-of-age fes- 
tivities]. No grave Santercross at Wilks [Wills?] can be better in- 
formed of your Affairs both public and privat, than I am by the 
Favours of so kind a Correspondent. Pray continue that indulgence 
to a poor Hermit, because the next pleasure to being in the fine World 
is from time to time to receive an elegant account of it. A lively de- 
scription paints every Thing so strongly on the Fancy, that it almost 
cheats us into a belief that the Origina! is present, tho we are a little 
out of Temper when the Delusion vanishes, as our Ladies are when 
they are awakened out of a delightful Dream. When Your Lordship 
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did me the Honour of your Letter it was a little too soon to forsee 
what turn things would take. The King was just seated on the Throne, 
and doubtless under great Concern for the Death of his Royal Father. 
He had not then Leasure to look about Him, nor maturely consider the 
Situation of his Affairs. It might be necessary just at first to keep 
every Thing in the Old Channel, as the most likely means to prevent 
disorder and confusion. Hasty alterations, like hasty Physick might 
occasion Convulsions, just as when a Man jumps into a great Estate, 
it may be prudent to continue the same Steward (who He knows has 
cheated his Father) till he has got into full possession, and has got 
himself Master of his Business [The editor of the Orrery Papers says 
“This unflattering comparison and its following diatribe are of course 
aimed at Sir Robert Walpole”] after all this is done, it may be very 
proper Time to change hands, and make choice of more able and faith- 
full Servants. Thus when the King has tried the Temper of his 
Parliament at Home, and has concluded a lasting Peace abroad, it 
may be a right Season to make substantial Removes, and chuse such 
Persons to serve Him, as by their wise Administration may gain Him 
the Affections of His People. Such as may have the Industry of Her- 
cules to clense the State of Impurities much harder to remove than those 
of the Augean Stables. Such as may influence our Parliament by 
Arguments taken from Reason and Regard for the Publick Good, 
not from the Pank and the Exchequer. Such as will in earnest pay 
off the Nation’s Debt and not increase it in Time of Peace. Such as 
will take off the Load that lies so heavy upon Trade and Industry 
and lay it upon Vice and Luxury. Such as will put the Laws into 
Vigorous Execution, without regard to Party or Respect of Persons. 
This would be a glorious Reign indeed if we could once see such Men 
advanced, but Princes who see with other Men’s Eyes, will have great 
luck if they find out such absolute Rarieties. I am sorry our dear 
Friend the Colonel was toss’t out of his Place so early and forced 
to move his lodgings. It is a great Character you give of the Major, 
that he is able to govern the most rebellious part of his Family with 
a Nod. It is more than Homer ever pretended to say of Jupiter, 
who was forced to add Menaces to the Terror of his Looks, and both 
together could hardly keep his Consort in Order. I have no skill in 
the Sex if his Lady did not need a pretty deal of subduing before 
she was brought under the Dominion of the Brow, the most absolute 
of all Governments. I am heartily glad that Your Lordship and Mr. 
Southwell are so happy in one another. I do not know where either 
of you could mend yourselves or share a better Task. May your 
Intimacy improve into perfect Friendship of which very few of this 
selfish Generation are capable. I beg you will continue me the Honour 
of Letters now and then, to enliven my Solitude and give a great deal 


of Pleasure to Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 
W. Byrp.” 


He 
: 
— 
= 
Burk 
big 
= 


VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS 33 
To Cuar.es, E. or Orrery. 


“Virginia, May 27, 1728. 

It is some weeks since I returned Your Ldship my humble thanks 
for the letter you were so good as to write to me of the 2oth of 
July 1727; at the same time I acknowledge my obligations to Ld Boyle 
for his historical epistle in Sept. following. The next Memoir he sends 
me will I hope contain an account that he has been successful in his 
Addresses to Lady Harriot . . .. By our Squadrons being ordered 
from the West Indies, I hope the Preliminarys have at last been rati- 
fyed by the K. of Spain. If afterwards the Congress at Cambray 
should spin out into as great a length as the Preliminaryes these 
pacifick Measurs will cost the Nation as much as a vigourous War. 
We might have had several handsome Engagements with as moderat 
Expence of Bleod as our inactive Cruize in the Spanish West Indies 
has cost. They shd have sent a more phlegmatick Admiral than Hozier 
to command that santering Expedition. He dyed for very regret that 
his hands were tyed up from Action, not only when he had the greatest 
probability of Success, but when the mortality was so fatal to his 
Sailors, that he had barely enough alive to sail his ships. This struck 
that brave man to his heart, y*-ho wd much rather have gone out of the 
world by a 20 Pounder. But it is not for mortal man to choose his 
own way of going out of the world, no more than his own way of 
living in it . ... I am but lately returned from a Progress where I 
breathed in worse air, if possible, than in Zeejand, having been em- 
ployed as a Commissioner for settling the Bounds between this Colony 
and North Carolina, in obedience to an Order from His late Majesty, 
to run a due West line from the North shoar of Corotreck Inlet, quit 
up the Apaluchian Mountains, in distance may be of about 300 miles. 
However we cd perform but half this work in the Spring, by reason 
of the impracticable ways we were obliged to go thro’ for near 50 
miles from the Sea Side. We passed over several Bays and Rivers 
in our way, and marcht on foot over many Marshes, Boggs, and Po- 
cosins (this being quite impassible for horses) in which we had fre- 
quently the pleasure of plunging up to our knees. In these delightful 
Stations we pitcht our Tents every Night for near 3 weeks, meeting 
with no house but what was worse than the open Feild. But the most 
intolerable place of all was a vast Swamp, which by reason of the 
Dirt and difficulty of passing it, is called The Dismal. This extends 
30 miles in length and 15 in brea(d)th, and is one continued Quagmire, 
or Magazines of Water, covered over with a thin crust of Earth that 
trembles frightfully when one walks upon it. No humane creature 
ever passed this Avernus before, nor can any kind of Animal, not so 
much as an Insect or a Riptele live in it by reason of the great Briars, 
and the prickly Junipers, which grow so thickly all over it, that the 
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genial rays of the Sun never warm It. When the men made a fire, 
after burning half an Hour, it was sure to be extinguished by sinking 
into a hole of Water. No Bird will attempt to fly over It, such offensive 
Vapours arise continually out of this foul Place. The difficulty of our 
Journey cannot be better proved than by telling Your Lordship, that 
sixteen men were twelve days in going fifteen miles, and worked like 
horses all the way. A large Portion of The Dismal is covered only 
with Reeds, which being green and waving with every breeze have given 
it the name of the Green Sea. A hundred thousand Acres are con- 
tained in this mighty Bogg and seven Rivers take their rise from it. 
Thus entangled in bad Ways, we cd not with all our industry, carry 
our line further than 73 miles in a month. The rest we reserve for the 
Fall, when we hope to proceed as far as the Mountains. Thus have I 
troubled Your Ldsp with an account of my travels, and am with great 
respect, etc., etc. 
W. Byrn.” 


To Lorp Boy e. 

“Virginia, June 1731. 

I HAVE been honoured with two of Your Lordship’s interesting 
Letters for which I return You a thousand thanks. . . . Among all 
our polite acquaintance you make no mention of that great Patriot 
Archibald Hutchison Esqre. The last Tydings I heard of Him were 
that he was a fourth time married. The poor Man is so lost in Wed- 
lock that I have never heard one Sylable from him since. . . . I 
am now to make Your Lordship double Compliments, first on the Birth 
of your Second Son that I know of, and secondly on the Birth of a 
third who I can only hope is by this time come safe into the World. 
If your Fireside should increase upon you too fast, it will be a reason- 
able Argument to persuade the Earl of Orkney to make over his Gov- 
ernment of Virginia to you in his Life-time: His Lordship is very old 
and cannot long enjoy it himself. It would therefore be for the ad- 
vantage of his Family to get it transferred ot one of his Sons-in-Law, 
least if he should dy in possession of it, it might drop into other hands 
and be lost. If this could be brought about, Your Lordship might have 
your choice, whether you would come over and be Monarch of a very 
fine Country, and make a very good Soart of People happy, or whether 
you would stay in England, and receive a clear Remittance of 200 
pounds a year free from all Taxes and Deductions. I should think 
myself extremely happy if Your Ldsp would honour us with your 
Presence in that Station, but if this would be inconvenient you could by 
no means comfort me for my great Disappointment but by sending me 
a Deputation to represent Your Person, tho’ at the same time it would 
be impossible for me to represent your Perfections; however I do my 
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best, and believe so well of myself that in such a Case you would not 
have the trouble of any complaints. Thus you see My Lord I have 
contrived very decently for myself either to have the Pleasure of Your 
Company, or else a good Place to recompence me for your Absence. 
We live in the innocence of the Patriarch under our Vines and 


our Fig-trees surrounded by our Flocks and Herds. . . . We are 
all of one Religion and of one Party in Politics. . . . The Mer- 
chants of England take care that none of us grow very rich, and the 
felicity 1 _ the Clymate hinders us from being very poor. . . . We 
have no Beggars but for Places, which for want of Favorites, Court 
Mistresses and First Ministers are never sold. . . . I am, My Lord, 
etc., etc. 
W. Byrp.” 


To Joun, or Orrery. 


“Virginia, the 20 of July, 1732. 

MY LORD,—I daresay I shall find credit with your Lordship, 
when I assure You I am most sensibly concerned for the death of my 
very good Lord your Father. It will not become me to say how much 
I have lost in a Friend, when your ioss has been so much greater in a 
Parent. For that reason, while I remember your Greif I must en- 
deavour to forget, or only drop a silent Tear for my own. It were im- 
possible not to pay that Tribute at least to the memory of a noble 
Lord whom I have loved and Admired for more than thirty years, 
especially when during that time He was pleased to honour me with a 
much greater share of distinction than I deserved. No wonder then 
that I had so true a Respect for his Lordship while he lived and feel 
so unaffected a concern for Him now he is dead. The account He 
gave me last year of his ill State of Health made me apprehend very 
much for Him; it antedated my Sorrow, and tho’ I was prepared be- 
forehand for the Stroke, yet it goes as deep as if it had all the aggra- 
vation of a Surprise. 

The chief comfort I could hope for in this mournfull situation, is, 
that your Lordship, your Lady and your little Cherubs are perfectly in 
Health: but alas! instead of that I am told by some of my Correspond- 
ent, that your Lordship’s affliction for your Father has rendered you ex- 
tremely ill, and obliged you for that reason to make a long Campaign 
at Bath. There my intelligence ends and leaves me quite in the dark 
as to your Recovery. However, there is room to hope that you have 
found benefit by those healing Springs. Nevertheless I must take the 
boldness to expostulate a little with your Lordship for making so un- 
kind a secret of your Recovery, and envying an old Friend the pleasure 
of rejoicing at it. It is true, I believe, I am too partial to my own in- 
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clinations to hope for the honour of hearing from you under ail these 
melancholy circumstances: but you will be so good as to pardon my 
longings and believe it would be some consolation to be convinced that 
I have lost no more than one Friend. 

The time I proposed for my Pilgrimage into this new World is 
now almost expired: but the exceeding low Price Tobacco has yeilded 
ever since I have left England has not suffered me to discharge some 
Engagements I had the misfortune to lie under. It is that which with- 
holds me from the pleasure of returning to that enchanted Island, which 
I shall always long to do, so long as your Lordship is there, but I 
must wait with patience for that till better Times or better Fortune 
shall have re-established my Finances. In the meanwhile I must make 
the most of my Retirement, and content myself with Rural and Domes- 
tick joys, which have this advantage at least, that they are innocent 
and need but little repentance: It will be very charitable in your Lord- 
ship to animate these harmless delights, which are apt to be a little 
lethargick by honouring me sometimes with your commands, and let- 
inf me into your story. I should be glad to rejoice at any good that 
befalls you, and even to share in your greatest sorrows, if any such 
are reserved for the trial of your Fortitude. As your Father’s Friend, 
my Lord, I look upon myself to be part of your Inheritance, and to be 


by hereditary Right, Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant, 
W. Byrp.” 


William Byrd’s Epitaph on his tomb in the garden at “Westover” is 
as follows: 
[On the North Side] 
[Arms] 
Here lyeth 
the Honorable William Byrd, Esq. 
Being born to one of the amplest fortunes in this country 
He was sent early to England for his education; 
Where under the care and direction of Sir Robert Southwell, 
And ever favored with his particular instruction, 
He made a happy proficiency in polite and various learning; 
By the means of the same noble friend, 
He was introduced to the acquaintance of many 
of the first persons of that age 

For knowledge, wit, virtue, birth, or high station, 

and particularly contracted a most close and 

bosom friendship 
with the learned and illustrious Charles Boyle, 
Earl of Orrery. 
He was called to the bar in the Middle Temple, 
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Studied for some time in the Low Countries, 
Visited the court of France, 
And was chosen Fellow of the Royal Society. 
[On the south side is the inscription :] 
Thus eminently fitted for the service and 
ornament of his country, 
He was made Receiver General of his 
Majestey’s revenues here, 
was thrice appointed publick agent to 
the Court and ministry of England, 
and being thirty-seven years a member, 
at last became President of the Council of 
this colony. 
To all this were added a great elegance 
of taste and life, 
the well bred gentleman and polite Companion, 
the splendid economist and prudent father 
of a family, 
with-all the Constant enemy of all 
exorbitant power, 
and hearty friend to the liberties 
of his Country. 
Nat: Mar. 28, 1674, Mort Aug. 26, 1744, 
An Aetat. 70. 


William Byrd married tst. in 1706 Lucy, daughter of Col. Daniel 
Parke, Governor of the Leeward Islands, and formerly of Virginia; 
she died in London, Dec. 1715. Col. Byrd married 2nd., about 1724, 
Maria, daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Taylor, of Kensington, Eng- 
land. 

Issue: (1st m.) I. Evelyn, born July 16, 1707, died unmarried, Nov. 
13, 1737; 2. Parke, born Sept. 6, 1709, died June 3, 1710; 3. Phillips Wil- 
liam born Feb. 23, and died Dec. 9, 1712; 4. Wilhemina, born Nov. 6, 
1715, married Thomas Chamberlayne, of New Kent County; (2nd. 
m.) 5. Anne, born in London Feb. 15, 1735, died Sept. 11, 1757, mar- 
ried Charles Carter of “Cleve,” King George County; 6. Maria, born Jan. 
6, 1727, died Nov. 29, 1744, married Landon Carter, of “Sabine Hall,” 
Richmond County; 7. Jane, born Oct. 13, 1729, m. John Page, of “North 
End,” Gloucester Co.; 8. William, of “Westover,” born Sept. 26, 1728, 
died Jan. 1, 1777, married 1st. on April 14, 1748, Elizabeth Hill, daughter 
of John Carter, of “Shirley”; 2nd. Mary, daughter of Charles Willing, 
of Philadelphia. 

5. Mann Page, of “Rosewell,” Gloucester County, was born in 1691, 
and died Jan. 24, 1730. He was son of Matthew Page and grandson 
of John Page, each a member of the Colonial Council. He was sent 
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to England for education and entered Eton in 1706 and St. John’s Col- 
lege, Oxford, in 1709. In 1714, when he was only twenty-three, he 
was appointed member of the Council. On March 9, of the preceeding 
year Governor Spotswood had recommended to the Lords Commission- 
ers of Trade the appointment to this position, of “Mr. Mann Page a 
young gentleman of a liberal education, good parts, and a very plentiful 
estate, whose father and grandfather both had the honor of the same 
post.” He continued to be a member of the Council until his death. 
None of his letters or papers are known to exist, though his grandson, 
Governor Page refers to them in his autobiography, and his public 
career seems to have been merely the faithful performance of his duties 
as Councillor; but his principal memorial was the home he built, Rose- 
well near the junction of Carter’s Creek and York River, which was 
probably the largest mansion in Colonial Virginia. It consisted of a 
massive central building of three stories above a high basement, flanked 
by wings torn down many years ago, which formed a court and gave 
the house a frontage of two hundred and thirty two feet. The central 
building (destroyed by fire a few years ago) contained three wide halls, 
nine passages and twenty three rooms. The wings contained six rooms 
each. The main hall on the first floor was panelled with mahogany and 
the mahogany balustrade of the broad stair-case was carved to repre- 
sent baskets of fruits and flowers. 

In the later years of the Page ownership it was frequently not occu- 
pied by the family, and after its sale in 1838 passed through the hands 
of t.uamerous owners, some of whom removed the wainscoting from the 
hall and the lead from the roof. Later it has had owners who have held 
it in high regard; but its size made it entirely unfitted for modern Vir- 
ginia country life conditions and it was long in a state of partial decay 
with its former pleasure grounds all gone. 

Mann Page married Ist. in 1712, Judith, daughter of Ralph Wormeley, 
Secretary of State of Virginia. The long Latin epitaph on her tomb 
at “Rosewell,” is printed in Dr. Page’s Page Family. He married, 
and. in 1718, Judith, daughter of Robert Carter, President of the Coun- 
cil. Issue: (1st M.) I. Ralph, born Dec, 2, 1713. He was a student 
at William and Mary, but died young and unmarried; 2. Maria (stated 
to have been called Judith after her mother’s death), married William 
Randolph, of “Tuckahoe,” Goochland County. In October 1765 the 
General Assembly (Hening VIII, 161) passed an act reciting that Ralph 
Wormeley, formerly of the county of Middlesex, Esq. in his last will, 
dated Feb. 2, 1700, left his daughter Judith Wormeley (with certain 
reversions if she died without heirs), 1500 acres out of his land in 
Manskin Neck, King William Co.; that the said Judith afterwards in- 
termarried with Mann Page, of the County of Gloucester, Esq. and 
had issue by him a daughter Mary, who intermarried with William 
Randolph, of Tuckohoe in the county of Goochland, who is since dead, 
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leaving Thomas Mann Randolph, Gentleman, his eldest son and heir, 
who is seized in tail of the said 1500 acres which he has agreed to sell 
to Carter Braxton, of the county fo King William, Gentleman. It is 
farther recited that said T. M. Randolph owns a tract of land, called 
Edgehill 2000 acres in the county of Albemarle and it would be much 
to the advantage of the said T. M. R. to dock the entail on the 1500 
and settle the 2000 acres to the same purposes. The Assembly passed 
the act accordingly. 

Mann Page had issue by 2nd. marriage: 3. Mann, of “Rosewell” who 
married rst. Alice, daughter of Hon. John Grymes (his father’s col- 
league in the Council) and 2nd. Mary Tayloe; 4. John of “North End,” 
Gloucester County, who married, Jane, daughter of William Byrd, of 
“Westover,” also his father’s colleague in the Council; 5. Robert of 
“Broadneck” Hanover County, married Sarah Walker ; 6. Carter, student 
at William and Mary, died young and unmarried; 7. Matthew, student 
at William and Mary, died young and unmarried; 8. Daughter, died 
young. 

Mann Page married secondly as stated above, Judith, daughter of 
Robert Carter. Her grandson, Governor John Page, in his autobiog- 
raphical sketch (Virginia Historical Register, III, 144) says “I was 
early taught to read and write, by the care and attention of my grand- 
mother, one of the most sensible and well informed women I ever 
kne... She was daughter of Hon. Robert Carter, who was President 
of the King’s Council and Secretary of Virginia, [last statement er- 
roneous] and who at the same time held the rich office of agent for 
the Proprietor of the Northern Neck, by purchase from the Lord Pro- 
prietor, his friend, who was contented to receive but £300 per annum for 
it, as the report of the family stated. My grandmother excited in my 
mind an inguisitiveness, which, whenever it was proper, she gratified, 
and very soon I became so fond of reading, that I read not only all 
the little amusing and instructive books which she put into my hands, 
but many which I took out of my fathers and grandfathers collection, 
which was no contemptible library.” 

We are indebted to Mr. Fairfax Harrison for a copy of the will of 
Mann Page made from one recorded in a suit in the (now extinct) 
Fredericksburg District Chancery Court. He has added a few notes. 
It is as follows: 

In the name of God, amen. I, Mann Page, of Rosewell, Esqr., do 
make this my last will and Testament, in manner following: 

First: I give and devise to my dear wife Judith the dwelling house, 
with all out houses thereunto belonging, where I now live, and the 
mansion house now building, with all the land thereunto adjoining, so 
far as the inward fence of the pasture runs, and the land late in the 
occupation of Mr. John Pratt, and also all the slaves which now be- 
long to my dwelling house and the house plantation, for and during 
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her natural life, and from and after her decease, to my son Ralph Page. 
Also I do give and devise to my said son Ralph Page all my lands in 
the County of Gloucester (excepting the land by me lately purchased 
of Col. Francis Willis and the slaves on the last mentioned land) and 
all my lands, called Machieson, in the County of Hanover, and all the 
lands, called Claybourne’s Neck, in the County of King William, and 
the land by me lately purchased of Henry Chiles. I also give to my 
said son Ralph all the slaves now being or belonging to or on the sev- 
eral tracts of land to him hereby given, and also all slaves belonging 
to the several tracts of land which were the estate of his Mother, my 
deceased wife; which said lands by me given to my said son Ralph I 
de give and devise to him and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten; 
and, in failure thereof, to my son Mann Page and the heirs of his body 
lawfully begotten; and, in failure thereof, to my son Carter Page 
and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten; and, in failure thereof, to 
my son John Page and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten; and, 
in failure thereof, to my son Matthew Page and the heirs of his body 
lawfully begotten; and, in failure thereof, to my son Robert Page & 
heirs of his body lawfully begotten; and, in failure thereof, to my 
daughters Mary and Lucy and to their heirs forever, equally to be 
divided between them. Likewise I give & devise to my said son Mann 
Page my tract of land lying at or near Hobbses Hole in the County of 
Essex and also all the slaves now upon or belonging to the said tract 
of land and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten; and, in failure 
thereof, to my said sons Carter, John, Matthew and Robert, successively 
and the successive heirs of their several Bodies forever; and, on failure 
of such heirs, to my son Ralph Page and the heirs of his body law- 
fully begotten; and, in failure thereof, to my daughters Mary and 
Lucy and to their heirs forever, to be equally divided between them. 
It is my intent and meaning that the slaves on the tract of land hereby 
given to my said son Mann shd. be to him and his heirs forever. Also I 
give and devise to my said son Mann Page all my lands lying in the 
County of Spottsylvania to him and the heirs of his body lawfully be- 
gotten forever, and all my lands in the County of Prince William,* 
known by the name of Pageland, to him and the heirs of his body 
lawfully begotten forever; and, for failure of such, to my said sons 
Carter, John, Matthew, Robert and Ralph, successively, and to the suc- 
cessive heirs of their several bodies forever; and, on failure of such 
heirs, to my said daughters Mary and Lucy and their heirs forever, 
equally to be divided between them. As to the lands I hold in the 
County of Caroline in right of my present wife, with the slaves thereon, 
I do expect my father-in-law, Robert Carter, Esqr., will give [them] 
to my said son Mann Page. Likewise I give and devise to my son 
Carter Page all that tract of land purchased by my late father, Mat- 


*i. e., in the Shenandoah, an interesting description. 
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ge. them Page, Esqr., of Col. Wm. Bassett, decd., lying in the County of 
in Hanover, under the same restrictions as are mentioned in the devise 
sed of the lands to my son Mann Page. I also give to my said son Carter 
ind Page all the slaves and stock of Cattle and Hogs belonging to the lands 
the hereby given to him. I likewise give and devise to my son Carter 
ind Page the reversion & reversions and all the right, title and interest I 
my have in the lands late of my Uncle Mr. Francis Page and which are 
ay- now in the possession of Mr. David Bray, to my said son Carter, under 
ing the same limitations as are mentioned in the devise of the land to my 
my son Mann Page. Likewise, I give and devise to my son John Page all 
al that tract of land lying in the Parish of Ware, in the County of Glou- 
n; cester, by me lately purchased of Col. Francis Willis, to my said son 
dy John and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten forever, under the 
ge same limitations as are mentioned in the devise of the lands to my son 
to Mann Page. I also give to my son John all the slaves and stock of 
nd, Cattle and Hogs belonging to the land hereby devised to him, to my 
dy son John and his heirs forever. I likewise give to my said son John 
& five hundred pounds of Sterling money, to be paid him when he shall 
ny attain to the age of twenty-one years. Likewise I give and bequeath 
be to my son Matthew two thousand pounds of Sterling money, to be paid 
nn to him when he shall attain to the age of twenty-one years. Likewise 
of I give and bequeath to my son Robert two thousand pounds of Sterling 
uct money, to be paid him when he shall attain to the age of twenty-one 
re years. I also give to my daughter Mary Page two thousand pounds of 
sly Sterling money, to be paid to her when she shall attain to the age of 
re twenty-one years. Also I give to my daughter Lucy five hundred pounds 
w- of Sterling money, in hopes and confidence that her mother, my dear 
nd wife, will make further provision for her. And I further give and be- 
m. queath to my dear and ever loving wife one equal third part of my per- 
by sonal estate over and above what is hereby before given to her. I 
I also give to my son Ralph all the stocks of Cattle and Hogs now be- 
he longing to the lands hereby to him given, except the stocks on the 
e- home plantation, the use whereof I give to my dear wife during her 
* life and after her death to belong to my son Ralph. It is my will and 
ly desire that my sons Matthew and Robert be put in the Army or Navy 
ns of England so soon as they shall be capable of it, and that their Edu- 
c- cation be such as is proper to qualify them for those services. It is 
ch further my will and intent that the slaves and stocks hereby given to 
r, my said sons be kept upon the lands to which they belong until my sons 
he shall severally attain to the age of twenty-one years and that out of the 
n, profits arising by the said slaves and lands my children shall be main- 
1] tained and educated suitable to their quality and circumstances and that 
mn the residue of the said profits be applied towards paying my debts and 
t- the legacies hereby given. And I do hereby constitute & appoint my 
= ever honoured father-in-law and dear friend, Robert Carter, Esgqr., 
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my dear and esteemed friend, John Carter, Esqr., guardians of my sons 
until they shall severally attain to the age of twenty-one years, and I do 
appoint my dear wife guardian to my daughters Mary and Lucy. 

Lastly, of this my last will and testament, I do constitute and 
appoint the said Robt. Carter, John Carter, Robert Carter the younger, 
Charles Carter and Landon Carter, Exors., and George Carter and my 
sons Ralph, Mann, Carter, John, Matthew and Robert, to be Executors 
when they shall. be qualified by law to take the execution of my will 
upon themselves. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the 
twenty-fourth day of January, in the year 1730. 

(Signed) MANN Pace. 


Signed, sealed, published and declared by the said Mann Page as his 
last will, the interlineation in the fourth line being first made, in pres- 
ence of—Francis Willis, Emanuel Jones, George Nicholas, John Clayton.* 

I, Mann Page, of Rosewell, in the County of Gloster, Esqr., do make 
this Codicil to my last will and Testament. 

Whereas, I am interested in several tracts of land formerly in the 
County of Stafford, now Prince Wm. County, in partnership with Robt. 
Carter, Esqr., Robert Carter, Jr., and Charles Carter, on which lands 
the said partners are now digging for Copper oar & whereas I, the said 
Mann Page, and the partners have entered into several articles of agree- 
ment for settling the said Lands and carry on the said Copper Work, 
and from time to time to defray the charge thereof, 

Now it is my will & desire, and I do hereby order, that the part 
of the said Articles by me to be performed be performed by my executors 
or some of them in my will named, at the charge of my wife and my 
six sons hereafter named, according to their respective interest therein, 
and I do devise and bequeath one seventh part of my share of the said 
lands and mine to my dear wife for and during her natural life, and the 
other six parts to be equally divided between my six sons, Ralph, Mann, 
Carter, John, Matthew, Robert, and to the heirs of their Bodies law- 
fully begotten and, in case of the death of either of my said sons 
without issue, then the part and share of the son so dying shall be 
equally divided amongst the surviving sons & the heirs of their bodies, 
respectively, and the part here given to my dear wife, after her death 
to be equally divided among my said six sons and the heirs of their 
bodies, respectively. 

In witness whereof I, the said Mann Page, have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this 24” day of January, in the year of our Lord Christ, 


1730. 
(Signed) Mann Pace. 


*Doctor, lawyer, preacher—was Willis the “Merchant Chief.” 
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Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of Francis Willis, Emanuel 
Jones, George Nicholas, John Clayton. 

Meme, the name Mann Page, subscribed to the within writing, was, 
by the order of the said Mann Page and in his presence, written by 
Col. Francis Willis. In presence of George Nicholas, John Clayton, 
Emanuel Jones. 

At a General Court held at the Capitol, the 28” day of April, 1731. 
This will and Codicil of Mann Page, Esqr., decd., was presented in 
Court by Robert Carter and John Carter, Esqr., two of the Executors 
there'n named, who made oath thereto, and the same were further proved 
by the oaths of Francis Willis, Geo. Nicholas and John Clayton, wit- 
nesses thereto and ordered to be recorded and are recorded. 

Teste, Matt. Kemp, Ck. Gel. Ct. 


“On Saturday, the 24” of January, 1730 (before day), I received a 
letter from Dr. Geo. Nicholas, dated at Rosewell at two Oclock that 
morning, acquainting me that he believed Col. Page was drawing to- 
wards the end of his life and wished I would come with Mrs. Nicholas 
early that morning to receive the Colonel’s last will. I waited upon 
Mrs. Nicholas and we arrived there about half an hour after nine. I 
was there but a few minutes before a servant told me the Col. desired 
to see me. I went immediately into his bed chamber and he ordered 
every one present to go out of the Room and I shut the Door. Then 
he to.d me he desired I would write his will. I presently got pen, ink, 
and paper and set down at a table close to his Bed side. I told him 
then the best way would be for him to tell me in particular heads how 
he would have his estate disposed of, and I would afterwards put them 
in a proper form and method, to which he answered he feared there 
would not be time to do that, and said further to me, “you must begin 
the will now and write it as well as you can from my mouth.” There- 
fore, I began the will and desired him to tell me how he disposed of 
his estate, which he did do in the manner written in the will and in 
most places in his own words. After every sentence was writ I read 
it distinctly to him and then asked him if it was according to his in- 
tent, to which he always made answer that it was. When the whole 
Will was written, with the interlineations, I read it again distinctly to 
him, and then asked him if it was done according to his meaning and 
intent, and he answered it was. All this time Col. Page appeared to me 
to be as perfect in his understanding and senses as I ever knew him, 
but in my apprehension he seemed to be doubtful whether he should 
live till I could finish the will, often calling upon me to know if I had 
made an end of a sentence, and pressing me to make haste. After I 
had writ most part of the will I told the Col. my hand grew weak & 
trembling and proposed that Dr. Nicholas or Daniel Wilkinson might 
be called in to write and that I would dictate as he should direct. He 
paused a little and said no and that I should make an end tho’ it were 
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longer in doing. About seven O’clock that night the will was finished 
and executed and then by the Col’s. order sealed up and delivered by 
me to his wife. During the time Col. Page was dictating his will he 
would not suffer any person to be in the Room with us except a little 
Mulatto Boy of about eight years old which he kept there to call other 
people when he wanted them, and when Mrs. Page, Dr. Nicholas or 
the servants came in, as they often did to administer him, he constantly 
left off speaking to me until they were gone away. Whenever he spoke 
to Mrs. Page he expressed himself with the greatest affection and 
tenderness imaginable for her and said several times she had been the 
best of wives and that he would reward her for it. Col. Page did 
not ask any advice in any particular of this will, nor did I know how 
the lands he possessed as heir to his father and to his mother were set- 
tled. I avoided asking him several questions least it might delay the 
Business so that the will could not be finished before he should die. 
As soon as the will was executed Col. Page told me before Mr. Presi- 
dent and the witnesses to the will, that he had forgot to dispose of the 
interest he had in some lands and Copper Mines in the Northern Neck. 
I told him that might be done in a Codicil. Then he told me before 
those persons in what manner he would have it given and to whom. We 
all then went into another Room and left the Col. Dr. Nicholas writ 
the Codicil as I dictated to him, then I carried it to Col. Page & read 
it distinctly to him and asked him if it was according to his directions. 
He said it was. Then it was executed before all the witnesses to the 
will about eight O’clock and about nine o’clock that night Col. Page 
departed this life. The above narrative was written the ninth day of 
February in the year 1730, by mc, John Clayton. Since which time I 
have perused a Copy of the said will and do find that the slaves be- 
longing to the lands in Spottsylvania and Prince William, given to 
Mann Page, son of the Testator, are not thereby devised, which I be- 
lieve was occasioned by forgetfulness in Col. Page; otherwise that he 
would have given those slaves to his son Mann Page in the same manner 
as the slaves belonging to the other lands given to the said Mann Page 
and to the other sons of the Testator are devised; and, whereas, in the 
several devises of the land to Carter Page and to John Page the estates 
are expressed to be given under the same limitations as are mentioned 
in the devise of the lands of Mann Page, I did understand the meaning 
of the Testator in these two devises to have been that on failure of issue 
of the body to Carter Page or of John Page that Mann Page should 
be the first who should take those estates in remainder. I, John Clayton, 
of Williamsburg, Esqr., at the request of the Honoble. Robert Carter 
and John Carter, Esqrs., guardians to the sons of Mann Page, Esqr., 
decd., and two of the Exors. of his will, do make oath that what is 
contained in the above paper is true. 

(Signed) Crayton.” 
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April the —th. 

Sworn in the General Court the day and year above written, by the 
above named John Clayton, Esqr., and by the Court ordered to be re- 
corded and is recorded. 

Teste, Matr. Kemp, Ck. Genl. Ct. 


A Copy, Ben. WALLER, Ck. Ct. 


Mann Pages beautiful marble tomb in the family burying ground at 
“Rosewell,” fell apart long ago, but was restored by the late Mrs. 
Fielding Taylor. The epitaph is as follows: 


Here lie the remains of the Honourable Mann Page Esq. 
Once of His Majesties Council of this Collony 
of Virginia. 
Who departed this life the 24th day of January 1730 
In the goth year of his Age. 

He was the only son of the Honourable Matthew Page Esq. 
Who was likewise a member of His Majesties Council. 
His first wife was Judith Daughter of Ralph Wormeley Esq. 
Secretary of Virginia; 

By whom he had two Sons and a Daughter 
He afterwards married Judith Daughter of the 
Robert Carter Esq. 

President of Virginia 
With whom he lived in the most tender 
reciprocal affection 
For twelve years; 

Leaving by her five Sons and a Daughter. 

His publick Trust he faithfully Discharged 
with 
Candour and Discretion 
Truth and Justice. 

Nor was he less eminent in his private Behaviour 
For he was 
A tender husband and Indulgent Father 
A gentle Master and a faithful Friend 
Being to All 
Courteous. and Benevolent Kind and Affable 
This Monument was piously erected to his memory 
By His mournfully Surviving Lady 


It is evident that the building of “Rosewell” was a heavy burden on 
the Page estate. An act of Assembly, Sept. 1744 (Hening V, 277) re- 
cited that Mann Page, late of Rosewell, in the county of Gloucester de- 
ceased, was in his life time seized of a very valuable estate in lands 
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lying in divers parts of the Colony, and more especially a tract of land 
called Page land in the county of Prince William, 10610 acres; of one 
called Page-land in the county of Frederick, formerly Prince William, 
8007 acres; one in Spotsylvania Co. 4500 acres; one near Hobb’s Hole, 
Essex, 1380 cares; one called Pamocra, James City County, 900 acres; 
one in Hanover Co. 2000 acres; and also the reversion of about 700 
acres adjoining the City of Williamsburg in York County; a tract 
called Neck of Land, James City County, 1700 acres; a tract called 
“Pampatike” King William Co. 1000 acres; all the reversionary lands 
expectant upon the death of Elizabeth, wife of David Bray, Gentleman, 
and being possessed of a large number of slaves and considerable per- 
siderable personal estate, made his will, dated Jan. 4, 1730 (various de- 
vises are here recited) ; that soon after testators death his sons Ralph 
and Carter Page departed this life as did David Bray and Elizabeth his 
wife, and their interests became vested in Mann Page, son of the testator. 

It is also recited that the testator at the time of his death was con- 
siderably indebted to persons in Great Britain and this Colony to an 
amount greater than the value of his slaves and personal property; that 
said Mann Page (Junior) had been obliged to advance much of his 
own money to prevent creditors from bringing suits, and that after thir- 
teen years experience he finds it impossible to raise sufficient money out 
of the property of the said estate and desires permission to sell the 
lands mentioned to pay his father’s debts and the portions of his younger 
brothers and sisters. The Assembly passed an act docking the entail 
of said lands and authorizing their sale for the purposes mentioned. 
The act also directed that the following slaves part of those devised 
by the testator to Ralph Page, to wit: Abram, Barnaby, John, Rachel, 
Lucy, Mary, Bob, Nanny, Billy, John, Tom, Beck, Nanny, Lucy, Bob, 
Judy, Alice, John, Frank, Joshua, Soloman, Jemimy, Jack, Margaret, 
Daniel, Jemimy, Sarah, Anthony, now being upon and belonging to the 
quarter at Rosewell; James, Nicholas, Hannah his wife, Nell, Rachel, 
Harry, Billy, Davy, Jamimy, Bob, London, Isabel, Sue, Moses, Aaron, 
Sarah, Oliver, Dick, Jack, now being upon and belonging to Clay Bank 
quarter; Jack, Betty his wife, Billy, Dick, Bridget, Nat, Edward, Betty 
his wife, Dick, Jeffry, Mary, John, London, Harry, Jack, Jenny, Sarah, 
now being upon and belonging to Scotland quarter; Harry, Sarah his 
wife, Harry, Betty, Bob, Jemimy, Betty, Charles, Frank, Mat, Will, 
now being upon and belonging to Clements quarter, all in the county of 
Gloucester, with the increase of such female slaves, shall be annexed 
to the lands in Gloucester devised to Ralph Page and now in the pos- 
session of Mann Page. 

The standard genealogy of the Pages is Dr. R. C. M. Page’s Genealogy 
of the Page Family in Virginia, two editions 1883 and 1893. Except 
for England and the earliest Virginia generations it contains but little 
in the way of evidence from wills, etc., and has the most remarkable 
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defect of omitting all references to Confederate services by members 
of the family. Dr. Page himself was a gallant Confederate artillery 
Captain. 

*Cole Digges, of “Belfield”, York County, was born in 1692, and 
died in 1744. He was son of Dudley Digges, member of the Council, 
grandson of Edward Digges, Governor of Virginia, and great grandson 
of Sir Dudley Digges, of Chilham, Kent, England, Master of the 
Rolls. He was appointed to the Council in 1719 and by reason of long 
service rose to be President of that body. On Sept. 16, 1728, he was 
commissioned Lieutenant and Commander-in-Chief of the counties of 
Elizabeth City, Warwick and York. He married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Dr. Henry Power, of York county and had issue: 

1. Edward, of “Belfield”, (died March 22, 1769), married Aug. 9, 
1730, Anne, “daughter of the late Nathaniel Harrison Esq., of the 
Council”; 2. William, of Denbigh, Warwick county, married Frances, 
daughter of Anthony Robinson, of York County; 3. Dudley, of York 
County and Williamsburg, died June 3, 1790, aged 61; married Ist 
Mary Armistead, 2nd Elizabeth, daughter of Ralph Wormeley, oi 
“Rosegill”; 4. Mary, (1717-1744) married Nathaniel Harrison, of 
“Brandon”; 5. Susannah, married Aug. 23, 1739, Benjamin Harrison, 
of “Wakefield”. 

The epitaph of Cole Digges at “Belfield” is as follows: 


“This Monument was Erected 
By Colonel Edward Digges to ye 
memory of a most indulgent Father 
The Hon»te Cole Digges Esquire 
who having been many years one 
of his Majestys Honor>ie Council for this 
Colony Sometime President of ye same 
Died in the LII¢ year of his age 
in the year of our Lord MDCCXLIV. 
Digges ever to Extremes untaught to bend 
Enjoying Life yet mindful of his end 
In thee the world an happy meeting saw 
of sprightly humour and religious awe. 
Chearful not wild, facetious yet not mad 
Tho grave not sour though serious never sad 
Mirth came not called to banish from within 
Intruding pangs of unrepented sin. 
And thy religion was no Studied Art 
To vanish guilt but purify the Heart 
What less then a felicity most rare 
Need spring from such a temper & such care 
Now in the city taking great delight 
To vote new laws or old interpret right 
Now crowds & Business quitting to receive 
The joys Content in Solitude can give 
With equal praise then shone among the great 
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And graced the humble pleasure of Retreat 
Displayed thy Dignity in every Scene 
And tempted or betrayed to nothing mean 
Whate’er of thee was mean beneath it lies, 
The rest unstained is claimed by the skies. 


A genealogy of the Virginia branch of the Digges family was pub- 
lished in the William and Mary Quarterly I, 80-80, 140-155, 208-214; 
and copies of the epitaphs on the tombs at “Belfield” appear in Meade’s 
Old Churches and Families of Virginia I, 244, 245, and Collections of 
the Virginia Historical Society XI, 107-1009. 

"Peter Beverley, of Gloucester county, was son of Major Robert 
Beverley, of Middlesex county, long a prominent figure in our colonial 
history. Peter Beverley was clerk of the House of Burgesses 1691-99, 
clerk of Gloucester county 1702-1714 and probably other years, Speaker 
of the House of Burgesses 1700-1714, Treasurer of Virginia 1710-23, 
appointed to the Council in 1719, and died 1728. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Major Robert Peyton, of “Isleham”, Gloucester county, 
and granddaughter of Sir Edward Peyton, Bart. He had issue: 1. 
Anne, married Henry Whiting (died 1728) of Gloucester County; 
2. Elizabeth, born Jan. 1, 1691, died Dec. 26, 1725, married, June 22, 
1709, Col. William Randolph (2nd) of “Turkey Island”; 3. Susanna, 
married Sir John Randolph, Knt., of Williamsburg. See Va. Magazine 
of History and Biography III, 169, 170, 261-268. 

*John Carter, son of Robert Carter, of “Corotoman”, who at this 
time was acting Governor, was born in 1696 and died April 30, 1743. 
The entry in regard to his admission to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
is as follows: “Carter, John, son of Robert Carter of Virginia, America. 
Schooi, Mile End, London (Mr. Maltaire). Age 18, Fellow Commoner, 
January 12, 1714. Tutor, Mr. Baker «(matriculated 1714. Did not 
graduate)”. He afterwards studied at the Middle Temple, and returned 
to Virginia, where he was appointed Secretary of State in 1722 and 
member of Council 1724. He inherited great landed estates, including 
“Corotoman” from his father, and by marriage in 1723, with Eliz- 
abeth Hill, the heiress of “Shirley” acquired that and the other Hill 
estates. 

There is no positive proof as to which of the Edward Hills was 
the father of Mrs. Elizabeth Carter. The late Mrs. Carter, of “Shirley”, 
stated years ago that there were no family papers dealing with this 
matter; and the records of Charles City county, which would have 
contained full records were destroyed during the Civil War. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Carter is usually stated to have been a daughter of Col. 
Edward Hill (2nd), but it seems rather improbable that a woman 
who married in 1723 should be the daughter of a man born in 1637. 
She was probably the only child of his son, Edward Hill (3rd). 

John and Elizabeth (Hill) Carter had issue: 1. Charles (1732-1806), 
of “Corotoman” and “Shirley”, married 1st Mary Walker, daughter 
of Charles Carter, of “Cleve”, 2nd Anne Butier, daughter of Bernard 
Moore, of “Chelsea”. Charles Carter’s will is printed Va. Magazine 
of History and Biography: XXII, 380-382; 2. Edward, of “Blenheim”, 
married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Champe, of “Lamb’s Creek”, 
King George county. Edward Carter died in Fredericksburg, and an 
abstract of his will, proved in Spotsylvania, June 6, 1792, is in Crozier’s 
Virginia County Records, Spotsylvania (N. Y. 1905), p. 48; 3. Eliz- 
abeth Hill, married (1st wife), William Byrd 3rd, of “Westover”. 
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JoHNn Carter oF SHIRLEY. 


Courtesy of Mrs. Alice Carter Bransford, Photograph by Frick Art 
of Shirley. Reference Library 
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*John Grymes (1691-1748), of “Brandon”, Middlesex county, was a 
Burgess 1718. 1720, and 1722, and was appointed to the Council in 
1725. He was Auditor General 1718 etc., and Receiver General 1723- 
1748. He married Lucy, daughter of Philip Ludwell, of “Greenspring” 
and had ten children. An elaborate genealogy of the Grymes family 
was published a few years ago in this Magazine, XXVII, 184-187, 
403-413; XXVIII, 90-96, 187-192-b, 374, 375. 

Richard Buckner, of Essex county, was son of John Buckner, the 
immigrant member of the family, who had the distinction of bringing 
the first printer, William Nuthead, to Virginia, and who after print- 
ing the acts of the session of 1682, was stopped by order of Council. 
Richard Buckner patented 500 acres on the Rappahannock at Golden 
Vale (now in Caroline) and in 1720 and 1723, 4507 acres in King and 
Queen. On Aug. 17, 1715 he was granted 179 acres in St. Mary’s 
Parish, Essex, a two tracts of land belonging to said Buckner, 
of 1000 and 300 acres”. In 1704 he paid quit rents on 1200 acres in 
Essex. He was clerk of the House of Burgesses in 1714 and of 
Essex 1703-1712 and probably a longer time. He lived in later years 
in Caroline county (which had been formed from Essex). He married 
Elizabeth (Cooke?) and died in Caroline. The will book has been 
destroyed; but the court order book shows that his will was proved 
March 4, 1733, by Elizabeth and Richard Buckner. 

He had issue: 1. Richard, justice of Caroline 1732, sheriff 1753, 
died 1777; 2. Philip, of Louisa county, where he died in 1762; 3. John, 
of Caroline county, married Sarah —————; 4. William, of “The Neck”, 
Caroline county; 5. Elizabeth, probably married Mordecai Cooke. 

See The Buckners of Virginia. By W. A. Crozier, privately printed, 
New York, 1907. 

"There can be little doubt that Larkin Chew was descended from 
John Chew, a very early settler in Virginia, whose sons removed to 
Maryland, and founded prominent families there and in Delaware and 
Pennsylvania. It has been stated that Joseph Chew, of Maryland, son 
of John the emigrant, married a Miss Larkin of Annapolis, and was 
father of Larkin Chew; but no documentary evidence has been, so 
far, disclosed, which would substantiate this, and it must be, for the 
present, regarded as unproved. 

Larkin Chew lived in King and Queen in 1703, and later in Essex 
and Spotsylvania. He was a Justice of the last named county in 1722, 
sheriff in 1727 and 1728, and member of the House of Burgesses 1723 
and 1726. He was evidently an energetic man, a large buyer and seller 
of lands and with other irons in the fire, for though in his deeds 
he is always styled “gentleman”, in the various grants to him he is 
called, variously, “gentleman”, and “builder” or “carpenter”. He no 
doubt took contracts for building houses. Our ancestors of the co- 
lonial period, no matter what their overseas ancestry may have been, 
would have laughed at some of the foolishness talked by their de- 
scendants, who state with pride that their forefathers were never in 
trade or mechanical pursuits. The fact is that these same forefathers 
engaged in any kind of business they thought would be profitable. Be- 
ing men much engaged in business they did not often do the practical 
work, but they supervised it. Mr. Cocke did not stand behind the 
bar in the tavern he owned at Varina, and Charles Carter, of “Cleve” 
and Nathaniel Harrison, of “Wakefield” did not actually work at the 
oven in their bakeries of ship biscuit, nor did Henry Cary and Larkin 
Chew have time to saw and plane; but they would not have under- 
stood any one who thought that owning any kind of business was 
discreditable. 
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Larkin Chew was doubtless a dealer in lands before Spotsylvania 
county was formed; but the records of that county from Aug., 1722 
to Chew’s death in 1729, contain 39 deeds from him, conveying, in all, 
18,047 acres in that county. These were to John Spicer, King George; 
Nicholas Hawkins, planter, Spotsylvania; William Robertson, Spotsyl- 
vania; Richard Booker, gent., Spotsylvania; Samuel Moore, Spotsyl- 
vania; Edward Fisher, carpenter, Spotsylvania; Lawrence Franklyn, 
planter, Spotsylvania; Thomas Butler, Spotsylvania; William Brandi- 
gam, planter. Spotsylvania; Philip Brendigem, planter, Spotsylvania; 
Samuel Loyd, Spotsylvania; George Tribble, King and Queen; Jona- 
than Clark, St. Margaret’s Parish, King and Queen; David Brown, 
South Farnham Parish, Essex; William Lyndsay, planter, Spotsyl- 
vania; Henry Rogers, planter, Spotsylvania; Abraham Brown, South 
Farnham, Essex; William Hutcherson, planter, Spotsylvania; James 
Sames, South Farnham, Essex; Joseph Brock, gent., King and 
Queen (9020 acres) ; Henry Martin, Spotsylvania; William Bradbourne, 
South Farnham, Essex; John Hawkins, gent., St. Anne’s Parish, Essex; 
Nicholas Copland, Essex; James and Uriah Garton, Spotsylvania; Amey 
Sutton, Spotsylvania; Lazarus Tilly, planter, Spotsylvania; his son, 
John Chew, Spotsylvania (part of a tract of land patented by Larkin 
Chew, April 6, 1712); his son Thomas Chew, Spotsylvania, “land 
where said Thomas now lives”; his son, John Chew, Spotsylvania, 
“land where said John now lives”. 

Larkin Chew’s will was dated May 11, 1728, and proved in Spot- 
sylvania, April 1, 1729, executor, son Larkin Chew; legatees: sons 
Thomas and John Chew, daughter Nan Johnson, wife of William 
Johnson [Johnston], son Larkin Chew Jr., all rest of estate, after 
debts are paid, wife Hannah to have first choice, to maintain her 
and “my mother Ruth Green”, during their lives, with reversion to 
Larkin Chew Jr. 

Larkin Chew married Hannah Roy. 

Issue: 

1. Thomas, described in several deeds as eldest son and heir. 
Thomas Chew, of Spotsylvania county, gent., conveyed to Larkin 
Chew land where said Larkin lives, being part of grants dated 
April 6, 1712, and Dec. 23, 1714, to Capt. Larkin Chew, deceased. 
In 1732 he was of St. Mark’s Parish, Spotsylvania, and in 
1738 of the same parish in Orange county, Dec. 10, 1746 there 
is a deed in Spotsylvania from Thomas Chew of St. Thomas’ 
parish, Orange, and Martha his wife; he married Martha, 
daughter of James Taylor (2nd). 

2. John, of Spotsylvania, will proved there July 6, 1756; married 

(license June 26, 1729) Margaret, daughter of Harry Beverley. 
3. Larkin Chew, of Spotsylvania, will proved there Sept. 21, 1770; 
married (license Sept. 30, 1733) Mary, daughter of Harry 
Beverley. 

4. Ann married William Johnston, of Spotsylvania. On April 13, 
1737, William Johnston, of Spotsylvania, gent., made a deed for 
519 acres. There is a genealogy of the Virginia Chews( with 
very few dates) in The Thomas Book, by Lawrence B. Thomas, 
New York, 1806, pp. 276-284. 

# All visitors to Bruton Church, Williamsburg, will note the group 
of substantial tombs in the churchyard, bearing the arms and epitaphs 
of the family of Bray, once prominent in that section, but now prob- 
ably extinct. David Bray, of James City county, was born in 1669 and 
died October 5, 1731. He was son of David Bray, of James City 
Co., and grandson of James Bray, of the same county who was ap- 
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pointed to the Council in 1670. Sarah, wife of Thomas Bray, an 
uncle of David Bray, of the text, founded a scholarship at William 
and Mary, and Elizabeth Bray, daughter of his first cousin, James 
Bray, established a free school in Isle of Wight county in 1753. David 
Bray married Elizabeth (1702-1734) eldest daughter of John Page, 
who was a nephew of Col. John Page, emigrant ancestor of that well 
known family. The younger John Page, married his cousin, the only 
child and heiress of Capt. Francis Page (son of Col. John) a man 
of large means. As David and Elizabeth Bray died without issue the 
estate inherited by them from Francis Page reverted to Mann Page, 
the younger, of “Rosewell”. 

There is a genealogy of the Bray family in the William and Mary 
Quarterly, XIII, 266-2609. 

The Bray arms on the tombs at Bruton are: Az, a chevron between, 
three eagles legs erased, a la cwisse, armed gu. Crest: an ounce ppr. 
On the tomb of David Bray (which also has the epitaph of his wife 
Elizabeth) these arms have also those of Page on an inescutcheon. 
The epitaph of David Bray is as follows: 

H. E. 
DAVID BRAY 
Vir 
Forma Ingenio Morum Suavitate et Comitate Praetor 
Serenissimo Regi Georgio Secundo 
Conciliis in Virginia Constitubus 
Tamen ante Munus Susceptum florente Aetate 
Morte abreptus 
ELISABETHANE 
JOHANNIS PAGE, Arminger Filiam Natu primam - 
Sibi Matrimonio conjunctam habuit 
Mutuo Affectus conjunctissimam. 
et sine Prole maerentem reliquit 
Octob 5° 1731 aetat 32 
Illa Amoris Conjugalii Extremum Pignus 
Hoc Monumentum posuit 


* Daniel Hornby, of Richmond county, who was born 1690 and died 
Feb. 14, 1749, was son of Daniel Hornby, tailor, of Richmond county, 
whose will was proved in 1705. Daniel Hornsby, the younger, married 
1714 Winifred, daughter of Captain Samuel Travers, of old Rappa- 
hannock county. Daniel Hornsby (or Hornby’s) will was dated Oct. 
13, 1749 and proved in Richmond county April 2, 1750. All estate, 
with the exceptions stated, to Travers Colston and Rawleigh Colston; to 
Taverner Beale a diamond ring; legacy to Winifred, daughter of Capt. 
William Beale, a Latin master to attend Travers Colston at £20 a year 
for 5 years, he shall be obliged to teach ten scholars; legacies to Mr. 
William Beale’s son William and Mr. Colston’ sson William; Thomas 
a son of Capt. Beale, and William Beale, son of Capt. William 

eale. 

“Thomas Beale, emigrant ancestor of the family was born prior 
to 1626, married prior to 1647 and emigrated to Virginia prior to March 
25, 1649; was J. P. for York Co. 1652 and Major of militia 1661. He 
was appointed to the Council in 1662 and probably remained a member 
of that body until his death. King Charles II, in a letter, dated Sept. 
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30, 1668 to the Governor of Virginia, recommended for appointment 
as Commander of the fort at Point Comfort, Thomas Beale, of “whose 
ability and prudence the King hath had long experience.” He appar- 
ently left no will and the exact date of his death is not known; but 
it could doubtless be ascertained from the order books of York county. 
He married Alice (possibly a widow) who made a deed, Sept. 23, 
1702, as “widow of Col. Thomas Beale” conveying land in York to her 
grandson Peter Goodwyn, with remainder to her grandson Thomas Beale 
of Rappahannock. Her will dated Oct. 9, 1700, was proved in York 
county. Her legatees were her granddaughter, Elizabeth Powell, grand- 
sons Thomas Beale, Thomas, son of Francis Reade, Benjamin, son of 
Thomas Reade and Peter Goodwyn. 

Col. Thomas Beale’ had an only son Captain Thomas* Beale, Jr. (born 
1647, died 1679) who patented land in Rappahannock county (then in- 
cluding Richmond county) in 1662, was appointed J. P. for York 1673, 
and soon afterwards removed to “Ciestnut Hill” in the present Richmond 
county. He married Ann, daughter of William Gooch, member of the 
Council (whose broken tomb remains at the site of the old church near 
Yorktown). His tomb, at “Chestnut Hill”, has the following epitaph: 


“Here lyes the body of 
Capt. Thomas Beale Jr who 
Took to wife Ann daugh- 
ter of Col. William Gough 
And had by her two sons & 
Two daughters. He depart- 
ed this life the 17th day 
of Oct. 1679 
ZEtates suae 32 
In midst of tempests when the 
torrents raved 
Deeply for mercy to the Lord 
I craved 
Whose goodness thus so pittied 
Me distrest 
His mercies wrought my soul’s 
eternal rest.” 


Thomas’ and Ann Beale had issue: 
1. Ann, born Aug. 10, 1672 (Farnham Register). 
2. Thomas*, born Jan. 29, 1675 (ibid). 
3. Charles*, born Oct. 20, 1678 (ibid). 
4. Danghter, name unknown. 


Thomas* Beale, of “Chestnut Hill”, married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Capt. John Taverner. His will was dated Feb. 22, 1728 and proved in 
Richmond Co., June 4, 1729. Legatees: his wife, son William, daughter 
Ann Beale, daughter Elizabeth Beale, son Thomas; four youngest sons 
Taverner, Charles, Richard and Robert, son John. . The will of his wife 
Elizabeth was dated March 17, 1728 and proved in Richmond Co., June 
4, 1729. Legatees: sons Thomas, William, John, Taverner, Charles, 
Richard and Reuben, daughters Ann and Elizabeth. 
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On August 27, 1728 Thomas Beale had bought from Henry Willis 
3333 acres on the east side of the Little Mountains, in St. George’s 
Parish, Spotsylvania. This was doubtless the land in the later Orange 
on which several of his sons afterwards settled. 


Thomas® and Elizabeth Beale had issue: 

1. Anne, born Sept 3, 1711 (Farnham Register). 

2. Thomas‘, of Richmond Co., born . . . , died Oct. 9, 1732. He 
married (License Richmond County, April 27, 1728) Sarah 
McCarty and had 2 «on Thomas,° born May 17, 1729 (Farnham 
Register). This sou probably died unmarried. The will of 
Thomas‘ Beale was dated Sept. 27, 1732, and proved in Rich- 
mond Co., Feb. 5, 1732. He made bequests to his son Thomas, 
when he was aged 20 years, to his (testator’s) sister Nancy, and 
to his (the testator’s) “little brothers and sisters,” John, Tav- 
ener, Charles, Richard, Reuben, and Elizabeth Beale, to be paid 
when they were 18 years old; brother William Beale. 

3. William‘, of Richmond County, J. P. 1748, etc; married Ann 
Harwar (License Richmond County, April 29, 1729, with her 
name as “Harwar Harwar”.) The will of William* Beale was 
dated March 9, 1776, and proved in Richmond County July 6, 
1778. Legatees: sons William and Reuben, daughter Susanna, 
sons Richard and Robert; Mr. William Ball, who married daugh- 
ter Ann; daughters Sarah and Mary; children John, William, 
Reuben, Richard, Robert, Elizabeth, Winifred, Travers, Susan- 
nah, Sarah and Mary. Sons-in-law Richard Parker and Robert 
Wormely Carter, executors. The will of William’ Beale (the son 
named in the will) was dated Jan. 25 and proved in Orange Feb. 
24, 1800. He left his estate to his brothers Robert, Richard, 
Thomas, John and Reuben. Robert® Beale (another son named 
in the will), served in the Revolution as Captain. He married 
Martha Felicia, daughter of George Lee Turberville, of Rich- 
mond County, and was the father of Brig.-General Rd Lee Tur- 
berville Beale, C. S. A., of Westmoreland County. An account 
of the descendants of Capt. Rbt Beale is in Miss Hardy’s Colo- 
nial Families, p. 515. That Rev. G. W. Beale, D. D., son of 
General Beale, did not write a history of the Northern Neck 
and its people, is a real loss to Virginia local history. A life- 
long residence and most thorough and judicious study of its 
records and other antiquities, gave him a knowledge of the sub- 
ject, which now, when so many changes have taken place, can 
never be equalled. His papers must be of great value, especially 
his diary, which was evidently as much a note book of antiquities 
as a record of the events of the day. His unstinted generosity 
in giving, from his great store of knowledge,aid to those who 
asked him, deserves a full acknowledgment. 

4. John,* of Richmond County, born ...., died 1767. He married 
Elizabeth ..... His will was dated Dec. 22, 1766, and proved 
Aug. 1, 1767. Legatees: wife Elizabeth, daughters, Anne, Sarah, 
Winifred, Eustace, Elizabeth and Charlotte Beale; John and 
Hancock Eustace and Richard Edwards, executors and guardians. 

5. Richard,* born Dec. 19, 1723, (Farnham Register), died 1771. 
He removed to Orange county. He married Elizabeth ..... His 
will was dated Aug. 11, 1768, and proved in Orange Aug. 22, 1771. 
Legatees: daughters Molly and Ann, wife Elizabeth, daughter 
Winifred, wife of Mr. William Dangerfield, and previously of 
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Mr. Willis. The will of his widow, Elizabeth, was dated Dec. 
II, 1772, and proved in Orange Jan. 28, 1773. She left her 
estate to her three daughters. 

6. Reuben,‘ born Dec. 19, 1725. 

7. Tavener,* born ——, died 1756. He removed to Orange County. 
He married Frances (born March 6, 1726), daughter of Ambrose 
Madison, and aunt of the President. She afterwards married 
Jacob Hite and was killed by the Indians. The will of Taverner 
Beale was dated Nov. 3, 1754, and proved in Orange, Oct. 209, 
1756. Legatees: wife, son Charles, children Taverner, Frances, 
Elizabeth and Anne. Wife Frances, and brothers Charles Beale, 
Richard Beale and James Madison [Sr.] executors. 

8.. Robert*. 


* Charles Chiswell of Hanover County died in 1737 and his son John 
was his executor. The elder Chiswell was extensively engaged in iron- 
works and Col. Byrd, seeking to understand the mysteries of the busi- 
ness, visited him in 1732, and left a pleasant account in his “Progress to 
the Mines.” He says, “After this I had 8 miles to Mr. Chiswell’s, where 
I arrived about 2 o’clock and saved my Dinner, I was very handsomely 
entertained, finding everything very clean and very Good. I had not 
seen Mrs. Chiswell in 24 years, which, alas! had made great havoc with 
her preity face, and placed very deep Furrows in her fair skin. It was 
impossible to know her again so much the flower was faded. However, 
tho’ she was grown an Old Woman, yet she was one of those absolute 
Rarities, a very good old Woman. I found Mr. Chiswell a sensible, 
well-bred Man and very frank in communicating his knowledge of the 
Mystery of making Iron, wherein he has had long experience” Mr. 
Chiswell explained the iron business at length. Col. Byrd at bed-time 
“retired to a very clean lodging in another house [doubtless “the office”] 
and took my Bark, but was forced to take it in Water, by reason a light 
finger’d Damsel had ransackt my Baggage and drunk up my Brandy. 
This unhappy Girl, [a servant] it seems, is a Baronet’s daughter, but 
* * * inclined so much to lewdness that her Father sent her, under the 
Care of the virtuous Mr. Cheap, to seek her fortune on this Side the 
Globe.” ’ The next day Col. Byrd, fearing to tire his host by talking 
too much about iron, turned the conversation to other subjects and re- 
ceived from Mr. Chiswell information, not how to home brew, but how 
to stop liquor from fermenting and thus keep cider sweet. Mr. Chiswell 
did then to give his recipe for brewing. It is set forth in the “Progress 
to the Mines.” 

Charles Chiswel! was the father of Col. John Chiswell, of Williams- 
burg, a member of the House of Burgesses and the owner and operator 
of the lead mines in the present Wythe County. 


* Rev. George Robertson, a Scotchman, who was previously a chap- 
lain in the navy, was licensed by Bishop Comptoi, of London, as a mis- 
sionary to Virginia. He became minister of Bristol Parish in 1693 and 
held the charge until his death in 1739. A report made by him to the 
Bishop of London in 1724 is in Slaughter’s Bristol Parish, p. 9. The 
births of a number of his slaves are entered in the parish register. Rev. 
George Robertson married 1st ——, and 2d, prior to 1711, Mary, daughter 
of Peter Eppes. Issue: (1st m.) 1. George, of Chesterfield County, 
married Martha Field, daughter of John and Sarah (Randolph) Archer ; 
(2d m.) 2. John, married Ann Roval; 3. James, married ——, 4. 
Elizabeth. 
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A house built by one of Rev. George Robertson’s sons still remains 
near Swift Creek, Chesterfield County. It is notable for the size of 
one of the chimneys, which is 25 feet wide at the base. 

There is in existance a manuscript pedigree of this family. 

* Major William Mayo and his brother Joseph Mayo came to Vir- 
ginia about 1723. They were sons of Joseph Mayo, who lived in or 
near Frome, in Somersetshire. William Mayo was baptized at Poul- 
shot, Wiltshire, Nov. 4, 1684, emigrated to Barbadoes prior to 1712, 
where he married Frances Gould. During 1717-1721, he made a survey 
and map of Barbadoes, which is still preserved in Kings College library. 
Before Sept., 1723, he removed with his wife and four daughters, to 
Virginia. In 1728 he qualified as one of the first justices of Goochland 
county and its first surveyor. In 1729 he was one of the Virginia sur- 
veyors for running the line with North Carolina and Mayo River was 
named for him. He was commissioned Major of Militia 1730; in 1731 
ran the line between Goochland and Hanover and in 1737 laid out the 
town of Richmond for Col. Byrd. He also was one of the surveyors 
of the disputed Northern Neck line and prepared a valuable map. In 
1731 his first wife was dead and in August of that year he wrote to 
Anne, daughter of John Perratt, of Barbadoes, to come to Virginia to 
marry him. Her brother had bought a thousand acre plantation in 
Virginia, which he called Parratt’s Nest. A letter written by Major 
Mayo to Miss Perratt’s brother is now in the collection of this Society 
and was printed many years ago in the Virginia Historical Register, but 
this work is such a rarity that a copy of the letter is appended to this 
note. The lady obeyed the order or request; came to Virginia and be- 
came the second Mrs.. Mayo. 

Major William Mayo “patented about 30,000 acres of land, and lived 
on Fine Creek, in the present County of Powhatan.” His will was dated 
Feb. 16, 1743, and proved Nov. 20, 1744. He is said to have died in 
Richmond Oct. 20, 1744. His widow, “Madam Anne Mayo,” died in 


1773. 
Major William Mayo had issue (1st m.) 1. Anne (1712-1785), mar- 
ried, 1732, George Carrington; 2. Sarah (born about 1714), married 


Ist —— Jones, 2d, Joseph Scott. 3. Mary (born about 1716), married 
Edmund Gray; 4. Hester, died young; by 2d m. 5. Daniel, will proved 
Fb. 23, 1761, married Mary ——; 6. Rebecca, born about 1735, married 


Henry Macon, of New Kent, afterwards of Cumberland; 7. Col. John 
(1737-1780), Burgess and member of Revolutionary Conventions, mar- 
ried Mary Tabb; 8. Joseph (1739-1802), married Martha Tabb. 

Joseph Mayo, brother of Major Williem, settled at “Powhatan Seat,” 
on James River, just below Richmond. His tomb, bearing his arms has 
been removed, with all the others in the family burying ground there, 
to Hollywood Cemetery. 

After a generation or two from Joseph Mayo, “Powhatan Seat” passed 
to the descendants of his brother William. Rev. Charles Herbert Mayo 
has published two editions of a genealogy of the English Mayos. Much 
regarding these in Virginia is contained in Brown’s Cabells and their kin 
(see index). Mr. Brown also contributed to the Richmond Standard, 
July 17, 1880, “A Partial Account of Three Generations of the De- 
scendants of William Mayo.” 

The letter referred to above is as follows: 


“Goochland in Virginia 27. Augt. 1731- 
I heartily thank you for your good inclination towards being my 
Brother in Law, & I wish I could come to Barbados as you advise; As 
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I have writ pretty largely to your Sister which I suppose she will shew 
you I shall have the less occasion to enlarge upon that head to you— 
Her Fortune though not to be despised can be no temptation for me to 
come to Barbados under my circumstances, when for ought I know I 
should lose more by such an undertaking. 

My Sincerity I think need not be called in question & I think also 
that it would be an unpardonable baseness & such as I never was & 
I hope never shall be guilty of to trifle on such an occasion. 

When you have seen my Letter to her & understand why I cant come 
to Barbados I am persuaded that you will advise her to come to Vir- 
ginia to me, & if she do come she shall have no cause to reproach you 
for your advise if I can help it. 

As to your affairs at Perratts Nest I am sorry to tell you that on 
the 19 of March last your Negro Quaccoo Hang’d himself. the Women 
are ail in Health & all things goes on as well as can be expected. 

I shall get some Cows & Calves with some Sows & Pigs to begin a 
Stock for you this Fall, there will be Corn & fodder for their Support- 

I have not been there lately nor to a Plantation of my own 8 Miles 
higher up I have been so busy in attending Workmen about a new 
House—but I am well informed that you have extraordinary good Corn 
at Perratts Nest. 

I have paid Capt. Bowler Cocke £25 Sterling for his half of your 
1000 acres & have taken his Bond of £200 to make the conveyances 
which I shall get performed as soon as possible. Your 1000 acres will 
cost you £50 Sterling & I think you have such a pennyworth that you 
will have no occasion to repine at the hardness of your bargain. 

I have drawn on Mr. Newport for £60 Sterling, the other Amt I 
forbear to draw for waiting for an opportunity of buying therewith 
Two Negro Boys for you. I am told a Guinea man is expected daily. 

I thank you for the Yams, Eddoes etc sent with y..... 27 March 
last, such things will not come to such perfection in this Climate as to 
be worth the pains of planting, & the great plenty of other good things 
that we have, make them the less wanted. 

I shall take what care I can about propagating the Fruit Stones, I 
have had Plum stones from England & planted them here with no 
success, havitg been spoilt in bringing yet neverless these may grow 
& I will try. 

I have had Peaches from the Stones you gave me when you was at 
my house it is a good Peach and large but I think I have better & 
much larger & some has measured 14 inches about & I think of as rich 
a juice as a Pine to the full I wish I could have sent you & Mrs. 
Nanny some of them. I have had this year such a plenty & I have 
found such a benefit by letting my Hogs come into the Orchard that I 
propose to plant 6 acres more & I shall give directions to your Over- 
seer to plant a good Orchard & will provide him with Stones. 

I shall plant good Store of May Cherry Stones (Others I have 
enough) if they come up as I hope they will your Overseer shall have 
a part, I have some young Trees now growing & some black damsons, 
I am promised this Winter some plumbs & Morrello Cherry Trees.— 

The last time I was at Colo. Byrds his Lady desired me to send to 
Barbados for some shells for her as Conk Shells Wilks & such Variety 
as may be got, let me beg the favour of you to get a small barrel full 
(enough may be had about Oistins & below Rock) & send them to 
Collo. William Byrd at Westover in James River and place the charge 
to my account—I am my Dear Friend 

Your most humble Servt.— 
Wma. Mayo. 
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Sir 

The foregoing is a copy of my last which I hope you have received 
Enclosed is a letter to your Sister which be pleased to deliver to her I 
am Dr. Sir 

Your most Affect. Sert. 
Wm. Mayo.” 
Dated from the N. E. corner of my Porch. 
14. Oct. 1731— 
[Endorsed] Letters William to his Sweet heart— 


* The first of this family in Virginia was Oliver Seager—who lived 
in that part of Lancaster county which was afterwards Middlesex. Lan- 
caster Court gave him in 1653 a certificate for obtaining a land grant. 
The will of Oliver Seager was dated Jan., 1658, and proved in Lan- 
caster, March, 1659. Legatees: eldest son Oliver, wife Elleanor, daughter 
Elizabeth and son Randolph. Wife, and friends Nicholas Cocke and 
Richard Lee executors. His widow married secondly Humphry Owen. 
In Lancaster, Oct. 30, 1663, is a deed from Ellenor Owen to her chil- 
dren Oliver and Randolph Seager and Elleanor Owen. On Nov. 11, 
1663, inventories of the estates of Oliver Seager, deceased, and Humphrey 
Owen, deceased, were recorded. Mrs. Owen soon married, as third 
husband, Humphrey Jones, of Lancaster. By an order of the county 
court, Nov. 9, 1664, Humphrey Jones and Eleanor his wife were to 
have one-third of the estate [her dower] of Oliver Seager, deceased, 
and the rest was to be divided among his heirs. The will of Humphrey 
Jones was dated October and proved in Middlesex Nov., 1684. He 
names his “grandchildren,” Winifred, Catherine and Oliver Seager, and 
his “daughter” Marie Seager. 

By order of Middlesex Court Feb., 1685-6, Mrs. Mary Seager, execu- 
trix of Humphrey Jones, was appointed guardian of his son Humphrey. 
Though it is possible that Humphrey Jones’ will referred to his wife’s 
grandchildren, it is also possible that Mary Jones, his daughter by a 
former marriage, had married one of his Seager stepsons. Though 
Randolph Seager’s wife at the time of his will was made was Ann, 
Mrs. Mary Seager was probably a former wife. The inventory of 
Oliver Seager was recorded in Middlesex Nov. 13, 1699. He was the 
son of the first Oliver, and probably died without issue. In 1693 “Mr. 
Randolph Seager” had married the administratrix of Capt. Oswald 
Cary, deceased. In or before May 1698 she had married (for the 
3d time) Rev. Samuel Gray. The will of “Randle” Seager, was dated 
Dec. 1693. His legatees were wife Ann, daughters Winifred and 
Catherine Seager, sons John, William and Oliver; refers to “My 
father Jones”, deceased, and mentions Humphrey Jones. He owned a 
plantation called “Jamaica” and other lands. In 1694 Tobias Mickle- 
borough was guardian to Oliver, son and orphan of Mr. Randolph 
Seager, deceased, and in the same year guardians were appointed for 
William, Catherine, Winifred and John, also children of Randolph 
Seager. The will of John Seager (son of Randolph) was dated 
Oct. 1729 and proved in Middlesex, January, 1740. He gave all of 
his estate to Jane Seager Nicolas, with exception of bequests to his 
brothers Oliver and William, and Josiah, son of Oliver. 

Oliver Seager gave bond June, 1711, as sheriff of Middlesex, and 
Oliver Seager was J. P. for Middlesex, 1732. The inventory of Cap- 
tain Oliver Seager, deceased, was recorded in Middlesex, July 7, 1741. 
This was no doubt the Oliver Seager of the text. The records of 
Middlesex would give a full account of the family, which after 270 
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years, is still resident there. The spelling of the name has long 
been changed to Segar. 

* Hillary Moseley (died 1730) of Princess Anne county, was son of 
Col. Edward Moseley, of the same county and great grandson of Wil- 
liam Moseley, who had been a merchant at Amsterdam and had emi- 
grated to Virginia in 1649. Hillary Moseley, married Hannah 
His will was dated Nov. 1, 1727 and proved in Princess Anne, August 
5, 1730. He had one son, Edward Hack Moseley (d. 1783), who 
was a very prominent citizen of Princess Anne county. 

The Moseleys long owned what was, perhaps, the largest and most 
interesting collection of portraits in Virginia. The inventory of Col. 
Edward Hack Moseley, 1783, included only the number of portraits, 
not the names. Among the items were: “Furniture in the hall, 12 
family pictures, 9 pictures in frames. In the dining room 2 family 
pictures, 8 small ditto in frames, 8 small pictures”. This collection 
remained intact until the death of Mr. Burwell Bassett Moseley, of 
Norfolk; but has since been scattered, and there is no complete account 
of it. An old person remembered a worm-eaten portrait on panel, of 
a man in armor; portraits of William Moseley, the emigrant, and of 
an old lady of an earlier date, are engraved in Mary N. Stanard’s 
Colonial Virginia, from two photographs given about fifteen years ago 
to this Society. Portraits of Arthur and William, sons of the emi- 
grant, are owned by a descendant of the family. The late E. W. 
James had seen a full length seated portrait of Edward Hack Moseley. 
A list of these Moseley portraits with the designations given them by 
the family would be of interest. A view of “Rolleston”, the old 
home of the family, in Princess Anne, is in R. A. Lancaster’s His- 
torical Virginia Homes and Churches. 


™In 1679 “Mr. Radford” paid taxes on 5 tithables in Henrico Co. 
In 1683 “Mr. Francis Redford”, of Henrico, is mentioned. The will 
of Francis Redford was dated May 16, 1682 and proved in Henrico, 
Feb. 1, 1693-4. Legatees: to grandson-in-law, Samuel Moody Jr. a 
horse, rest of estate to be divided between wife Ann and sons Francis 
and John; but wife to have the plantation to live on. If Francis 
was unable to manage his estate it was to go to John. 

John Redford was J. P. for Henrico 1713. His will was dated 
March 5, 1752 and proved in Henrico, Oct. 1752. Legatees: sons 
Milner and John, daughter Mary, wife of William Weathers; son 
Francis; the heirs of his deceased son William. It is believed that he 
was ancestor of families named Redford and Radford. The will of 
John Redford, was proved in Henrico April, 1778. Legatees: sons: 
William C., Joseph, and James; daughters Martha Goode, and Ann 
Throckmorton; grandson Nicholas Turpin, grandson William, son of 
John Redford. 

“One of the hardest lessons for the amateur genealogist to learn 
is that identity of surname does not, necessarily, imply relation, and 
the assumption of such identity in the work of ignorant or unprincipled 
professionals has to be closely watched. There is hardly an English, 
Scotch or Irish surname which is not borne by many unrelated fami- 
lies. The criminal records of Edinburgh in the Sixteenth century 
are full of Bruces, Stuarts and Douglases, doubtless in many instances 
assumed for the protection given by the chiefs of those great houses. 
In addition to the very numerous descendants of John Washington, 
of Surry county, any one carefully examining the records of the 
Northern Neck will find occasional reference to Washingtons living 
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there who could not have been descendants of the brothers Lawrence 
and John. The name “Cuthbert” is found very frequently among the 
“Harrisons of Northern Virginia”, and it is understood that some of 
the descendants of that family have innocently gone into Revolutionary 
Societies, on Capt. Cuthbert Harrison, of Lee’s Legion, when the record 
of his bounty warrant shows he was a Brunswick county man, not 
at all related to the other family. There are many families named 
Lee, in Virginia; at least three distinct families of Randolph, James 
River, Prince William, and Norfolk, and there were enough white 
Harrisons in Richmond in 1923, old enough to be in the directory, to 
number ninety-five. “Miles” would certainly seem to fix a man as a 
member of our most noted family of Cary (for there are several), 
but the late W. M. Cary found a Miles Cary living in the West, whose 
people were recent emigrants to America and who derived his Christian 
name from his mother’s surname, Miles. 

William Harison, of Prince George, was not of the “Wakefield”, 
“Brandon” or “Berkeley” line, because all of its members up to his 
date are accounted for. 

The destruction of so large a part of the records of Prince George 
and of Charles City, from which it was formed, prevents the pro- 
curing of much information in regard to William Harrison or his 
family. In May, 1703, William Harrison, of Prince George, con- 
veyed to Richard Starke, of Surry, a tract of land in the latter county, 
formerly owned by Richard Wager. In Prince George Court, May 
1715, there was a petition from Rebecca and Thomas Harrison, ex- 
ecutors of William Harrison, deceased. On July 26, 1715, Mr. Wil- 
liam Harrison and other freeholders presented a petition. In Nov. 
1715, Thomas and Richard Harrison were jurymen in Prince George. 
In Nov. 1718 William Harrison was member of a Prince George 
grand jury. On May 20, 1720, the will of Thomas Harrison was 
proved in Prince George. In 1704, William Harrison paid quit rents 
on 1930 acres in Prince George, James Harrison on 200, Gabriel Har- 
rison on 150 and Thomas Harrison on 1077 acres in the same county. 
It is believed that these Prince George Harrisons had many descendants 
in Brunswick and neighboring counties. 


= Howell Edmunds married probably Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas 
Blunt, of Surry Co. The latter, in his will dated Sept. 21, 1708, named 
Howell Edmunds and Elizabeth his wife. The will of Howell Edmunds 
was dated Dec. 24, 1728 and proved in Surry Aug. 20, 1729; he gave 
his son John, the plantation John lived on (etc., etc.), son Howell, 
son Nicholas 400 acres in Brunswick with stocks, etc., daughters Sarah, . 
Jane, Elizabeth and Anne; son Thomas, executor. The son Thomas 
was Burgess for Surry 1736-1740. John Edmunds was Burgess for 
Sussex from 1754 to his death in 1770. A number of members of his 
family have later been in public life as members of the State Legis- 
lature or of Congress. 

In 1704 Howell Edmunds paid quit rents on 300 acres in Surry and 
William Edmunds (probably his brother) on 100. Each greatly in- 
creased his holdings before his death. 


* The family of Council settled in Isle of Wight county in the Sev- 
enteenth century. In 1693 Isabella Mayo, widow of William Mayo, 
gave her “brother” Hodges Council a power of attorney, recorded in 
Isle of Wight. Daniel Boucher in his will in 1671 made a bequest to 
Hodges Council. John Hardy in his will proved in Isle of Wight 
June 9, 1697, made bequests to his daughter Lucy, wife of Hodges 
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Council. The will of the latter was dated and proved (?) in Isle 
of Wight, April 10, 1699. His legatees were his sons: Hodges, Hardy 
and Robert. 

“The records of Nansemond county came safely through the War 
of 1861-5; but were afterwards entirely destroyed by fire. Anne 
Pugh paid quit rents on 2300 acres in that county in 1704. Daniel 
Pugh was a Burgess for Nansemond 1736-1740. 

In MclIntosh’s Abstracts of Norfolk County Wills, 1710-1753, the 
only mention of Hare or Hair is in the will of Margaret Malbone, 
of the Borough of Norfolk, dated Sept. 9, 1740, in which she gives 
her son John Hair her diamond ring, a gold necklace and half a dozen 
tea spoons and divides the rest of her estate between her sons John, 
Porten, James and Samuel Hair and makes her brother, Samuel Boush, 
executor. 

* A Thomas Haynes paid quit rents on 850 acres in Warwick in 1704 
and a Thomas Haynes was Burgess for that county 1738, 1740. The 
will of Herbert Haynes, of Abingdon parish, Gloucester county, Va., 
was dated January 20, 1736 and proved in P. C. C. Dec. 15, 1737. 
He empowered Mr. Job Wilkes, of London, merchant, to receive his 
rents in and around the City and suburbs of London. Remainder to his 
wife, Sarah Haynes, and the rest to his father, Thomas Haynes, execu- 
tors. The father and wife were then in Virginia. In 1738 the Assembly 
ordered a warehouse to be established upon the old plantation of Thomas 
Haynes, deceased, on Eastermost River, Gloucester county. There is 
a record in York county a deed dated Aug. 18, 1746 from John 
Thruston, of York, in behalf of Martha, infant daughter of Herbert 
Haynes, deceased, and his wife Sarah, who was now the wife of 
John Thruston. It is believed that members of this family removed 
to Prince George and Amelia counties and thence to North Carolina. 


** Anthony Armistead was son of Anthony Armistead and grandso1 
of William Armistead, the emigrant. He was colonel of militia and 
J. P. and sheriff of Elizabeth City county. His will was proved Dec. 
18, 1728. He married 1st Anne —————, 2nd Elizabeth Westwocd 
Issue: 1. Elizabeth, married William Smelt; 2. Mary, married Ist 
Thomas Tabb, 2nd Matthew Wills; 3. Westwood; 4. Anthony; 5. 
Hannah, married William Allen. 

For genealogies of the Armisteads see The Armistead Family, by 
Mrs. Garber, and the William and Mary Quarterly, Vols. VI, VII, 
VIEL. Bi, XIV. 

* William Cole (son of William Cole, of “Boldrup”, Warwick county, 
Secretary of State of Virginia). He was of age before 1714, when 
he owned much land in Warwick and Charles City counties. He was 
a Burgess for Warwick 1718 and 1726, and a visitor of William and 
Mary 1723, etc. He was also Colonel of militia, and Deputy Receiver 
General in 1721, etc. His will was dated 1729. He married Mary, 
daughter of William Roscow, of “Blunt Point”, Warwick and his 
wife, Mary, daughter of William Bassett, of “Eltham”, New Kent. 
Issue: 1. William, of Charles City county; 2. Mary (or Martha) who 
married Ferdinand Leigh, of King William county, and, probably, 
James, of Louisa county. 

For notices of the Coles see this Magazine, II, 382, 383; IX, 420, 
430, and William and Mary Quarterly, Vols. I, II, V, X, XXI. 

* Capt. Graves Packe was J. P. for York county. He married 1st 
Mary, sister of Stevens Thompson, Attorney General of Virginia, 2nd 
Sarah —_——,, and died before 1732. He had, by the first marriage, 
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a son Graves Packe, in regard to whom the following notice was 
published in the Virginia Gazette of May 10, 1765. A schooner had 
sailed from York River up Chesapeake Bay, and was lost, with all 
on board, above the mouth of the Rappahannock. There were two 
passengers, one of them “Mr. Graves, son of Mrs. Sarah Packe of 
Williamsburg, a very hopeful youth of about 18 years of age”. Any 
one finding or hearing of their bodies was requested to inform Mr. 
Parks, printer, in Williamsburg. Mr. Packe was a thin, slender youth; 
had on a scarlet great coat, a new green cloth waist coat, with white 
metal buttons, a new pair of leather breeches and a new pair of boots: 
and had a silver watch in his pocket, the maker’s name Bradford of 
London, with a silver seal hanging to it; and had a mourning ring 
on one of his fingers. He had money in his pockets and other effects 
of considerable value. 


© Robert Goodrich was probably a son of Benjamin Goodrich, of 
James City county (one of whose daughters married about 1732, Willis 
Wilson, of Princess Anne county). Col. Thomas Goodrich, of old 
Rappahannock, who was Bacon’s lieutenant general in 1676, and died 
in 1679. His will proved on April 3, of that year, names sons Ben- 
jamin, Joseph, Charles and Peter, and daughters: Anne (who married 
Col. John Lightfoot, of New Kent): and Katherine. 

There is on record in Essex a deed dated 1703, from Benjamin 
Goodrich, of James City county, to William Aylett of King and Queen 
county, for part of a tract of land granted to Col. Thomas Goodrich 
in 1669 and by his will, March 16, 1678-9, left to his son Joseph Good- 
rich, who after possessing said land for some time, by his will be- 
queathed it to his son Danby Goodrich, who dying in his minority the 
said land passed to said Benjamin Goodrich (son of Col. Thomas). 
The said whole tract was divided in 1681 between the said Joseph 
Goodrich, and John Lightfoot, gent., who had married Joseph’s sister. 
Joseph Goodrich evidently had another son, Thomas, who died a 
minor. In the P. C. C. administrations is one on the estate of Thomas 
Goodrich, of Virginia, infant, granted Nov. 20, 1703, to Sir Abstrupus 
Danby, Knight, uncle by the mother’s side and next of kin. So Joseph 
Goodrich must have married a sister of Sir Abstrupus Danby, of 
Masham, Yorkshire, who was knighted Aug. 30, 1691, and was M. 
P. for Alborow 1699. He was son of Christopher Danby, of Farnley, 
Yorkshire, and his wife Anne, daughter of John Culpeper, brother 
to the first lord. It is possible that this Culpeper (and Berkeley) 
connection had brought Abstrupus Danby for a time to Virginia. 


"This was Major James Ball (1678-1754) of “Bewdley”, Lancaster 
county, son of William Ball and grandson of William, the emigrant. 

For Ball genealogy are Hayden’s Virginia Genealogies, 45-144. As 
extensive as is the account there are many lines not worked out, es- 
awn of descendants of members of the family who emigrated from 

irginia. 

A view of “Bewdley”, since destroyed by fire is in Lancaster’s His- 
torical Virginia Homes and Churches. 


“The will of John Shapleigh was proved in Northumberland county 
May 11, 1741. The family had long been resident in that county. 
Philip Shapleigh was a justice of Northumberland in 1675, 1677 and 
other years. The St. Stephen’s parish register gives the births of 
four children of Philip Shapleigh: John born Jan. 23, 1687; Hannah 
born Oct. 6, 1690; Judith born Sept. 13, 1692, and Sarah, born July 
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14, 1695, and also of the birth, April 19, 1702, of Elizabeth, daughter 
of Thomas Shapleigh. 

There is on record, in Northumberland an agreement, dated Sept. 
14, 1642, between Philip Smith, gent. and “Mrs. Hannah Shapleigh”, 
in view of their intended marriage; that she should enjoy certain lands 
given by the will of Ralph Warington to Philip Shapleigh, her father, 
and other lands, together with 23 slaves, household furniture, etc. 

* This was Augustine Washington, father of George Washington. 
All that can be ascertained in regard to him from record or tradition 
is in print. He was born at Bridges Creek, Westmoreland county in 
1694 and died April 3, 1749 in Stafford county to which he had re- 
moved. He was educated at Appleby School, Westmoreland, England. 

While much has been published (especially by Mr. Waters) in re- 
gard to the English ancestry of the Washingtons, there is no account 
of the family in America which approaches completeness, and as it 

. has been so large and its members so widely scattered, a comprehen- 
sive genealogy would be a difficult piece of work. The brief state- 
ment by General Washington in regard to his own immediate line 
has been often reprinted and is conveniently found in Spark’s edition 
of his writings. Others are Wells’ Washington Family; that in Ford’s 
Writings of Washington, and another, covering only a part of the 
family in Hayden’s Virginia Geneologies. Accounts of the descendants 
of John, son of the emigrant John Washington, and uf John, son of 
Lawrence, the other emigrant, were published for the first time in this 
Magazine XXII, 211-214, 328-330, 437-441; XXIII, 96-101; XXVI, 
417-421. 

* Francis Hardyman was a Burgess for Charles City County, 1718. 
He married 1st, Henrietta Maria, daughter of Capt. John Taylor, Clerk 
of Charles City; 2d, Jane, widow of John Cross. His will was proved 
August 11, 1741. Hi ssons, John and Littlebury Hardyman appear to 
have been much interested in breeding and racing horses in the years 
preceding the Revolution. The Hardyman family settled in Charles City 
in the Seventeenth century. See William and Mary Quarterly, XI, 47-49. 

* As the records of Hanover and the counties from which it was de- 
rived have been almost entirely destroyed, nothing can be learned of 
this William Fleming, who was sheriff of Hanover, 1727-8. He may 
have been father of Robert Fleming, Burgess for Caroline, who, in 
February, 1737, “died at his father’s house in Hanover” (Va. Gasette.) 

* Rev. James Sclater, minister of Charles Parish, York County, was 
probably the father of the James Sclater, appointed sheriff of New 
Kent. As the records of that county have been destroyed, no details 
in regard to him can be ascertained. 

*7 John Butts was of a family from London, which settled in York 
County in the Seventeenth Century, and which spread into other sec- 
tions north and south of James River. This family is now being studied 
in Virginia and England. 

* Due to the destruction of county records, a few names constitute 
all the information which can be obtained of the earlier generations of 
the family, which produced such a man as Benjamin Watkins Leigh. 
Captain William Leigh was a justice of York county, 1640. Willian 
Leigh was Burgess for King and Queen, 1692, and a William Leigh, no 
doubt the same, Colonel of Militia in that county, in 1700. John Leigh 
was a Major in King and Queen militia in 1707. William Leigh pat- 
ented 1000 acres on the north side of Charles (York) River, in 1642. 
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William Leigh was, in 1692, among the “gentlemen of estate and stand- 
ing,” recommended by the Governor as suitable for the Council. Ferdi- 
nand Leigh, of King William County, was father of Rev. Wm. Leigh 
(born about 1744), and grandfather of B. W. and Judge William Leigh. 


® Francis Willis was born in Ware Parish, Gloucester County, in 
1690, and was alive in 1749. He was a Burgess for Gloucester, at the 
sessions of 1727-8, 1730, 1732, 1734, 1736, 1738 and 1740. In 1715 he 
married Anne, daughter of Edward Rich and neice of Elias Rich, Esq., 
of St. Paul’s, Covent Garden, London. She died in 1727 and her tomb 
at Ware Church, Gloucester, bears the Willis and Rich arms. 

For geneologies of the Willis family, see The Willis Family of Vir- 
ginia, by B. C. and R. H. Willis, Richmond, Va. n. d., and the William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vois. V, VI. 


“Col. Thomas Waring was Burgess for Essex, 1736, 1738, 1740, 1752 
and 1753. He married Lucy, daughter of Dr. William Cocke, of Wil- 
liamsburg, Secretary of State of Virginia. His will was dated June 9, 
1748, and proved January, 1754. His legatees were, son Francis, daugh- 
ter Ann, son Thomas, daughter Betty Todd [wife of Thomas Todd, of 
King and Queen County], daughter Molly Robinson [wife of Henry 
Robinson.] The will of his son, Thomas, then styled “Thomas Waring 
the elder,” was dated January, 1761, and proved in Essex, May 18, 
1761. Legatees: eldest son, Robert Payne Waring, son Epaphroditus 
Lawson Waring, son William Waring, daughter Elizabeth Fauntleroy, 
daughter Kitty Todd, Brother Col. Francis Waring, and friends Rev. 
John Smith, Mr. William Fauntleroy, Mr. William Todd and son R. P. 
Waring, executors. 

Francis Waring was Burgess for Essex, 1758-1761, inclusive, and 
1766-1769. 

“Goodrich Lightfoot, born February 14, 1713, was son of Col. John 
Lightfoot, of New Kent County. On May, 1729, he bought from Henry 
Willis, 200 acres, in Spotsylvania, on the south side of the Southwest 
Mountains, and on April 4, 1732, “Goodrich Lightfoot, gent,” sold 300 
acres to John Lightfoot, of Spotsylvania. On April 3, 1733, then of 
St. Mark’s parish, Spotsylvania, made a deed in which Mary, his wife, 
joined. He was sheriff of Spotsylvania, 1726 and 1727, and appointed 
Mayor of Militia in 1729. He was one of the first justices of Orange, 


Mm 1734. 

“Joseph Strother was son of William Strother, the emigrant, who 
was in that part of old Rappahannock County, afterwards Richmond 
County, in 1673. Joseph Strother owned a part of his father’s land, 
near Port Conway, King George County. He married Margaret Berry. 

There is a Strother geneology in Slaughter’s St. Mark’s Parish, re- 
printed in Green’s History of Culpeper County, but a much better one 
in the Publications of the Southern History Association (Washington, 
D. C.), July, 1898, and succeeding numbers. 


“John Belfield was son of Dr. Joseph Belfield, who emigrated from 
England an dsettled in Richmond County prior to 1707. A short notice 
of the family was published in the Richmond Standard. 


_ “Anthony Thornton, of St. Paul’s parish, Stafford County, was born 
in 1695 and died in 1757. He married Winifred, daughter and heiress 
of Col. Peter Presley, of “Northumberland House,” Northumberland 
County. For his will see William and Mary Quarterly, IV, 93. He 
was son of Francis Thornton, of Stafford County, and grandson of 
William Thornton, the emigrant, who was in Virginia in 1646. Anthony 
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Thornton had four sons, Col. Presley, of “Northumberland House,” 
member of the Council; Col. Francis, of “Society Hill”, King George 
Co.; Peter, of “Rose Hill”, Caroline, and Anthony, of “Ormsby”, Caro- 
line. 
For a genealogy (not complete), of this Thornton family, see William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vols. IV, V, VI, VIII, X. 

“© Thos. John Kendall was probably the son of William Kendall, Jr., 
of Northampton, and may have been the man of the name who was 
Burgess for Northampton, 1752-1761. For a note on Kendalls, see 
this Magazine, XIX, 10-12. 

“ There is on record in Northampton County, a petition from Capt. 
Francis Pigott (who was then a justice), and Mary, his wife, late wife 
of John Michael. 

The will of Francis Pigott was dated March 27, 1684, and proved in 
Northampton March 2, 1684-5. To son Culpeper Pigott, land bought 
of my “brother-in-law,” John Robins, gent., sons Thomas and Ralph; 
daughter Elizabeth, her own mother’s apparel; son-in-law Argall Michael ; 
all money, plate, jewels, etc., “left me by my father or mother (whose 
memory is to me most dear)” and all claims, bills, etc., to be equally 
divided among his four children. His children may dispose of their 
parts of his estate in England. To three sons, all books, except those 
in Latin and Greek. Brother-in-law, William Waters, “my friend and 
loving countryman [i. e., from same County?] Mr. Daniel Merch. 

* John Lomax, of “Portobago”, Essex (now Caroline), was born at 
North Shields, Eng., February 4, 1675, emigrated to Virginia and died 
December 25, 1729. He married June 1, 1703, Elizabeth Wormley, 
daughter of Ralph Wormley, of “Rosegill,” Middlesex County, and his 
wife, Katherine, duaghter of Sir Thomas Lunsford. Elizabeth (Worm- 
ley) Lomax inherited “Portobago”, which had been the property of her 
grandfather, Lunsford. John Lomax was son of Rev. John Lomax, 
M. A., Emanuel College, Cambridge, and rector of Wooler, who gave 
up his living after the Restoration, because he could not comply with 
the terms of the Act for Conformity. 

See Genealogy of the Virginia Family of Lomax, Chicago, 1913. 
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THE PROPOSED EXPEDITION AGAINST 
DETROIT, 1778 


By Davin I. BUSHNELL, JR. 


The winter of 1777-1778 was an anxious period for the 
people of the scattered settlements along the western frontier 
of Virginia. On November 10, 1777, Cornstalk, the great chief 


of the Shawnee who then occupied villages in the valley of the 


Scioto, beyond the Ohio, while being held as a hostage at Fort 
Randolph, was murdered by a soldier of the garrison. This act 
of treachery caused his followers to seek vengeance, and to this 
end they were probably advised and encouraged by the British 
at Detroit, which post was then commanded by Col. Henry 
Hamilton. 

On November 20, ten days after the murder of the Shawnee, 
the committee in Congress duly appreciating the grave situation, 
it was resolved “That three commissioners be appointed to re- 
pair without delay to Fort Pitt,” and “That the said commis- 
sioners be invested with full power to suspend for misconduct 
any officers in the service of the United States employed in 
that quarter . . . ” also “That the said commissoiners be 
directed to cultivate the friendship of the Shawanese & Dela- 
wares & prevent our people from committing any outrages 
against them.” Several commissioners were named but for 
various reasons they were unable to serve, others were chosen, 
these being Sampson Matthews from Virginia, and George Cly- 
mer appointed to represent Pennsylvania. Matthews reached 
Fort Pitt about the middle of March and met Clymer who had 
arrived some days before. They deliberated more than a month 
and on April 27, 1778, addressed a letter to Congress in which 
they wrote in part: “This among other considerations induces 
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us to submit to Congress the propriety of immediately setting 
on foot an Expedition, whose object shall be Detroic, the source 
of all the Calamity, in which if we are fortunate, Peace and 
Security will undoubtedly succeed in this Quarter.” 

Congress received the letter signed by the two commission- 
ers, and June 11, 1778: “Resolved, That an expedition be im- 
mediately undertaken, whose object shall be, to reduce, if prac- 
ticable, the garrison of Detroit, and to compel to terms of peace 
such of the Indian nations now in arms against these states as 
lie on, or contiguous to, the route betwixt Fort Pitt and De- 
troit.”” But the season was passing, supplies were difficult to 
obtain, and the distance to be traversed was great. The Vir- 
ginians communicated with the committee in Congress, and on 
July 25, 1778, it was decided by that body “That the expedition 
against the fortress of Detroit be, for the present deferred.” A 
broadside was issued giving the resolution as passed by Congress, 
a copy of this interesting document, preserved in the Library 
of Congress, is now reproduced. Several days passed before 
this decision was known in Williamsburg and on August 6, 
Governor Henry issued a statement which was forwarded to 
the County Lieutenants. This was printed on a small sheet 
of paper, signed by the Governor, and was evidently accom- 
panied by a copy of the broadside received from Congress, 
which makes it appear that a number of copies of the latter 
were sent to Williamsburg. The copy which was forwarded to 
“The County Lieutenant of Monongalia,” is now reproduced, 
it is in the Library of Congress. 

Thus the expedition against the distant post was abandoned, 
but General McIntosh was furnished troops and supplies for an 
advance into the Indian country beyond the Ohio. By early 
autumn he had erected a post at the mouth of Beaver Creek, on 
the right bank of the Ohio about twenty-six miles below Fort 
Pitt, which received the name Fort McIntosh. Later in the 
year another small post was constructed near the present vil- 
lage of Bolivar, Tuscarawas county, Ohio, this was called Fort 
Laurens and was of little value. 

The Shawnee continued to reach the scattered settlements and 
to spread ruin and terror. British agents were ever active and 
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furnished the necessary arms and ammunition to the Indians. 
Six years later, during the winter of 1784-1785, representatives 
of many tribes gathered at Fort McIntosh to treat with Com- 
missioners of the United States. Chiefs of the Delaware. 
Wyandot, Chippewa, and Ottawa were present, but the ever 
hostile Shawnee held apart. The treaty was signed January 21. 
1785, but proved of little good. In the endeavor to make peace 
with the Shawnee another treaty was planned, and on August 
18, 1785, four representatives of the United States left Pitts- 
burgh for the Shawnee towns and September 20, reached the 
village of Mequachake, situated near the headwaters of Mad 
River, in the present Logan County, Ohio. The account of the 
journey as revealed by the journal of a member of the party 
is most interesting.* The venture was successful and a treaty 
was signed January 31, 1786 at the “Mouth of the Great Miami, 
on the North-western Bank of the Ohio . . . . between the 
Commissioners Plenipotentiary of the United States of Amer- 
ica, of the one Part, and the Chiefs and Warriors of the 
Shawanoe Nation, of the other Part.” The second article of 
the treaty states: 

“The Shawanoe nation do acknowledge the United States to 
be the sole and absolute sovereigns of all the territory ceded to 
them by a treaty of peace, made between them and the King of 
Great Britain, the fourteenth day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-four.” However it was not until the 
signing of the treaty of Greenville, August 3, 1795, that many 
important questions were settled. 

It is now interesting to look back and consider the probable 
effect of a successful expedition against Detroit during the 
autumn of 1778. As planned the post would have been de- 
stroyed and the enemy forces annihilated. British agents and 
the Indian allies would no longer have had the important base 
for their operations, whence they could receive assistance and 
supplies whenever needed. Undoubtedly the tribes then under 
the influence of the British would have become less hostile, and 


*D. I. Bushnell, Jr. A Journey Through the Indian Country beyond 
the Ohio, 1785. In Mississippi Valley Historical Review. Vol. II, 
No. 2, September 1915. pp. 261-273. 
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many articles and ammunition would have become more diffi- 
cult to obtain. The Virginia and Pennsylvania troops would —— 
have been recognized as the stronger of the two contending 
forces, and the Indians would have been duly impressed and 
influenced. Peace would undoubtedly have soon resulted along 
the entire western border of Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
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WILLIAMSBURG, AvcustT 6, 1778. 
SIR, 
Y the refolutions of Congrefs which accompany this, you will perceive that the expedi- 
tion againit Detroit is laid afide; but that, in order to the trontiers, the war 
is to be carried into fuch of the enemies tewns as General Mackintofh fhall dire&. This 
meafure, fo neceflary to relieve the diftrefles of many worthy citizens of this ftate, 
Iam very defirous to promote; and, in order to affift it in a proper manner, I defire you 
will draw out fo many men from the militia of your county as General Mackintofh may 
demand, in order to comply with the dire&tions of Conzrefs. You are to take care, as the 
feafon is tar advanced, that no time be loft to rendezvous the men according to the General’s 
orders; and that every article of equipment which he calls tor be furnithed in the moft fpeedy 
and complete manner that circumitances will admit. You are tu tranfmit to me an account 
of the fteps you take in confequence of the orders you may receive trom the General, to 
whom I fhall meation the countics that I order to farnifh men upon his requifition, 


Lam, Sir, 


Your moft humble fervant. 


(PAVE, 
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VIRGINIA QUIT RENT ROLLS, 1704 
(Continued ) 


The Rent Roll of King William County. 


ACRES 
Armsby, John 200 
Alvey, Robt. 400 
Andrew, Wm. 100 
Abbott, Robt. 100 
Arnold, Anthony 100 
Arnold, Benj" 1000 
Alcock, John 190 
Adams, James 400 
Anderson, Wm. Capt. 150 
Burwell, Maj 4700 
Bunch, Paul 150 
Baker, John 250 
Burgis, Edw‘ 150 
Buttris, Robt. 400 
Bibb, Benj* 100 
Browne, Joseph 270 
Bell, 580 
Burch, Henry 200 
Burrel, Suprian [Cyprian ?]} 350 
Baker, Tho. 100 
Bobo, Eliz” 200 
Bird, Wm. Maj' [quarter | 1200 
Burrus, John 60 
Butler, Thomas 150 
Burrus, Thomas 60 
Bassett, Coll. q' 1550 
Bray, James q' 1400 
Browne, Abraham 250 
Brightwell, Eliz” 300 
Bickley, Joseph 150 
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ACRES 
Claibourne, Wm. Coll. 3000 
Claibourne, Tho. Capt. 1000 
Claibourne, John 50 
Coakes, Robert 100 
Cradock, Sam" 600 
Cockram, Wm. 200 
Cockram, Joseph 600 
Celar, John 100 
Chadwick, Wm. 150 
Sachern, John 180 
Carr, Thomas 500 
Chiles, Henry q’ 700 
Cranshaw, [Crenshaw ?], Thomas 150 
Clark, Margarett 100 
Coates, Wm. 50 
Douglas, Wm. 200 
Davis, Lewis 200 
Davis, Wm. 200 
Downer, John 300 
Downes, Elias 300 

23850 
Davenport, Davis 200 
Dorrell, [Darrell] Sampson q' 5000 
Davenport, Martin 100 
Davis, Robert 200 
Dickason, Wm. 100 
Dickason, Thomas 100 
Dillon, Henry 150 
Dabney, James 200 
Dabney, George 290 
Dabney, Benj* 200 
Davis, John 200 
Elly, Rich¢ 100 
Egny, Eliz® 100 
Elliott, Thomas 480 


Edward, James 350 
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Elliott, James 
Fox, John Capt. 
Fox, Henry 
Finton, Francis 
Fuller, Anthony 
Foord, John 
Foord, Wm. 
Fullalove, Thomas 
Fleming, Charles 
Graves, John q' 


Garratt, [Garrett], Thomas 


Geeres, Thomas 
Green, John 
Gravatt, Henry 
Goodin, Majr 
Glover, Wm. 
Harriott, George 
Hollins, John 
Higgason, John 
Holderbee, Wm. 
Holliday, Wm. 
Hayfield, Wm. 
Hampton, John 
Huckstep, Edw* 
Hurt, Wm. Jun" 
Hurt, Wm. 
Hurt, John 
Hendrick, Hans 
Handcock, Thomas 
Hayden, John 
Hobday, Edwé 
Hill, Thomas 
Hutchinson, Wm. 
Hill, Francis 
Hill, Gabriell 


ACRES 
1700 
600 
2000 
100 


150 


350 
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Hill, Edw* Coll 
Hayle, Joseph 
Johns, Jane 
Johnson, Wm. 
Johnson, Coll q' 
Johns, Wm. 
Isabell, Wm. 
James, Jonathan 
Inge, Vincent 
Jones, Frederick 
Jenings, Coll. q' 
King, Robert, q' 
Kettlerise, Symon 
Lee, John 
Lypscomb, Ambrose 
Lasy, [Lacy], Wm. 
Lypscomb, Wm. 


Littlepage, Rich* Capt. q' 


Lypscomb, John 
Mallory, Thomas 
Mallory, Roger 

Miles, Daniell 
McGehee, Thomas 
Marr, John 

Morris, Wm. 
Maybank, Wm. 
McDonnell, John 
Maddison, Henry 
Merriweather, Niche 
Mullens, Matthew 
Maddison, John qr 
Norment, Joseph 
Norment, Sam'! 
Noyce, Wm. 

Napier, Robert 
Owens, Hugh 
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Oustin, John 
Oakes, John 
Oliver, John 
Palmer, Martin 
Peek, John 
Pynes, Nathaniell 
Pee, Thomas 
Purlevant, Arthur 
Powers, David 
Pollard, Wm. q' 
Pemberton, Geo. 


Page, John, qr. 
Pickrell, Gabriel 
Parks, [Parke’s] Coll. qr. 
Quarles, John 

Reynolds, Wm. 

Robert, Maurice 

Randall, John 

Ray, James 

Rhodes, Nicholas 

Sandlon, Nicholas 
Strutton, Thomas 

Streett, Wm. 

Shilling, George 
Satterwhite, Charles 
Slaughter, Geo. 
Slaughter, Martin 

Stark, John 
Sanders, Joshua 
See, Mathew 
Sellers, Jacob 
Spruse, Jeremy 
Smith, Edw* 
Spencer, Thomas 


ACRES 
350 
350 
140 

1200 


4500 
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ACRES 
Slaughter, John go 
Smith, Christ q' 800 
Slaughter, Henry 100 
Toms, Wm. 150 
Towler, Matthew 150 
Terry, Thomas 300 
Terry, Stephen 330 
Tomason, Thomas 150 
Terry, James 400 
Troncer, John 100 
Vickery, Henry 450 
West, Jn° Coll 1800 \ 
Winfree, Henry 300 J 
West, Tho. Capt. 1000 Z 
Whitworth, John 200 I 
Whitlock, John 200 
Willeroy, Abraham 550 : 
Williams, Phillip 100 I 
Williams, Griffith 240 ] 
Wood, Thomas 300 J 
Whitehead, John 100 I 
Woolsey, Jacob 130 ( 
Williams, John 150 
Williams, 600 
18970 
Wright, Thomas 150 
Whitbee, Robert 800 
West, Nathan", Capt. 2000 
Waller, John Maj. 800 
Willis, Wm. 250 
Wheeles, Joseph 130 
Wormley, Madame, q’ 3000 
Winston, William 170 
Whitehead, Phillip 3000 
Yancey, Charles 100 
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ACRES 

Yarborough, John 150 
Yarborough, Richard 300 

10850 

23850 

20760 

26520 

18970 

100950 

Wm. Standard [Stanard], M. S. [Middlesex] 1000 
James Wood, K. Q. [King and Queen] 500 
Zachary Lewis, K. Q. 450 
Peter Kemp, G. C. [Gloucester Co.] 600 
Wm. Beck, N. K. [New Kent] 1600 
Tho. Hickman, K. Q. 550 
Benj* Clement, G. C. 600 
David Bray, J: C: C: [James City Co.] 1000 
Job House, N. K. 2000 
Harry Beverley, M. S. 600 
Chillian White, G. C. 300 


(To be continued ) 
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KENNON LETTERS 


( Continued ) 


Mrs. EvizaABetH B. KENNON To RACHEL MORDECAI 


Deloraine July 9th 1809 


For the first time, since the commencement of our ac- 
quaintance my dearest Rachel; I was really vexed with you, 
when Mr. Connelly hade his appearance at Deloraine, without 
a single line from you. I will now confide a great secret 
to your faithful keeping. Know then my dear, your friend 
S. S. K. can no longer boast that she is in a happy state of 
indifference; but has acknowledged to a terriflc He creature, 
that he has inspired her with the painful, yet pleasing pas- 
sion, which occasions so many flutterations, vexations, agita- 
tions, palpitations, and trembleations, among young people— 
yes my dear girl, a hardy son of Neptune, has after a tedious 
servitude, drawn from her a confession of reciprocal attach- 
ment and has obtained her consent to lead her to the Alter 
of Hymen, tho’ the time when, is not yet fixed; when it is, 
be assured you shall know it; for she says she shall claim 
yours, and our dear Ellens promise, to officiate as bride maids 
on the occasion. I suppose you will not be puzzled to guess 
which is the man, the man she means to marry; for as I 
have told you he is an honest tar, you will easily fix on the 
right one. You recollect Ellens prognostications before I 
left Warrenton, relative to our sailor; she said she was cer- 
tain it would be a match, from Sallys manner of pronouncing 
his name; for the ladies always called their husbands in a 
different way from other people; and that she instead of Sin- 
clair called him Miss Stinker™; and from that she was sure 


* This girlish joke shows, no doubt, that the name Sinclair was pro- 
nounced Sinkler. “Miss Stinker” was probably an imitation of some 
colored servant’s attempt to say “Mr. Sinkler.” 
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they would be married; the event shows she is deeply skilled 
in the prophetic art; I think she must be burned for a witch; 
for I am certain no other person, from the same cause would 
have prophesied this great event; for great it is to the parties 
concerned you know, tho’ of little importance to the rest of 
the world; for we are seldom interested for the concerns of 
others; but as I am satisfied you will be anxious to know 
whether or not I am pleased with my daughters choice; I 
will anticipate the question, and tell you she could not have 
delighted me more; for I know him to be so truly amiable, 
that I shall commit her to his protection without any fears for 
her safety; his dangerous profession will I doubt not occasion 
her some heart aches; but these she must learn to bear with 
fortitude; and as she justly observes, she shall not be more 
uneasy on that account after she is his wife, than she should 
be if she remained single and loved him; you know my dear, 
there is no situation in life exempt from trouble of some kind 
or other, we must therefore take the evil, with the good; and 
in his absence comfort herself, with the expectation of a 
happy meeting. I have often told her when she has declared, 
that she believed she was incapable of feeling the passion of 
love ; that Cupid would one day convince her to the contrary ; 
and that I expected when he began, she would love with all 
her heart; the event proves that I was right; for I assure 
you she has drank pretty deeply; and this I am convinced 
was the case, from the first week she renewed her acquaintance 
with him; she had known him in her childhood; but eight 
years absence, had rendered him almost like a stranger, and 
she was more likely to receive a sudden impression; I soon 
saw the effect they had on each other and I determined to 
let the physic work, not doubting; but it would end as it has; 
you know she used to say she would try the affection of the 
man she married well; before she consented to become his; 
she has done so and he has stood the trial, she is resolved 
to reward him; I could not help smiling the other day, for 
coming into the room where the lovers were; he asked me 
to listen to his story, and tell him if I did not think Sally 
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had been a little cruel to him; for she had discarded him 
so positively five times while she was in Surry; that he had 
no hopes of ever succeeding; tho’ his love induced him still 
to persevere; and that she now acknowledged she had loved 
him from the first. I advised him to punish her, by refusing 
to have her now she was willing; he said he could not pos- 
sibly afford to do that; and indeed she now made him such 
ample compensation, that he would forgive her intirely; tho’ 
if he had known it at the time; he should have felt rather 
more comfortable, than he had done for eighteen months 
past; does not this show my dear, that if a man has a pos- 
sibility of success he will try repeatedly, if he loves sincerely? 
Present my sincere love to your Father, Mother, Brothers, 
and Sisters; I wish I may ever have the happiness of seeing 
them again; but unless we can meet in some other place than 
your city, I fear we never shall; for the mortifications I have 
suffered there, have left such a sting behind ; that notwithstand- 
ing there are some there I value so highly; yet I never think 
of the place; but it makes my heart sink, as children generally 
say when they wish to express a kind of horror; but I will 
try to conquer these sensations, and if it ever is in my power, 
pay you one more visit. Fareweel my much loved Rachel, 
hold yourselves in readiness to obey our summons; and come 
and see me (torn) my daughter, and gain a new, and estimable, 
and respected son; and witness the happiness of your 
sincerely affectionate friend 


Since writing the above, your letter E. B. Kennon. 
of the roth of June has come to hand; 
excuse my scolding; for your affectionate 
epistles makes me ashamed of being angry; 
will answer it soon, and tell you a most diverting occurrence. 


Miss Rachel Mordecai, Postmarked : 
Warrenton, Marshallsville 
North Carolina. July 12 


a 
2 
a he 
4 
wl 
| ve: 
3} 
Say 
abl 
tha 
| 
dis 
thi 


KENNON LETTERS 79 


S. KENNON TO ELLEN MorDECAI 


Mount Misery August the 2nd 1809 
Twelve o'clock. 

As I have only a few minutes to write to you in my dear 
Ellen, I will not fill up my paper or rather take up my time 
with a long preamble about nothing at all; but proceed to 
answer your inquiries relative to the youth, | have chosen 
as my chaperon through life; upon my word he is in my 
opinion something more than common; or depend upon it. 
I never could have given up beaux and conquests all for him; 
and that too without one sigh of regret; is it not somewhat 
strange? but it is even so; well then, he is neither tall nor 
short; but just the middle size; his form and appearance is 
very elegant; he has all the degage that you know is peculiar 
to the officer; which renders him, at least in my eyes, quite 
irresistable; his skin is naturally very fair; but being ex- 
posed so constantly to the sun, all his visible parts are very 
much tanned; how his invisibles are I am unable to tell you; 
he is not either fat or lean but just what you may call plump; 
but oh lord, oh lord, you ask me if he is handsome or ugly, 
well Ellen I must tell you the truth, as I am upon honour; 
he is quite Ugly, yes indeed hard as it is to write the word, 
he is quite ugly; he has an ugly nose, not pretty eyes, and 
white eye brows, and white eye lashes; but then he has a 
very sweet looking mouth, and that is a very great thing in a 
matrimonial voyage; his teeth are very white, but his lips are 
not remarkable any way; he dances I am told, but I never 
saw him, therefore cannot tell you whether he does it well 
or not; he plays very sweetly on the violin, sings quite agree - 
ably, and whistles quite inchantingly, much more so I think 
than even Tom did; well my dear have you any idea from this 
discription what sort of a figure my intended is? I think 
I have been quite particular enough; but I must tell you that 
his manners are very pleasing; and as to his heart, I do not 
think a better ever beat in a human breast although as poor 
old cousin Betty Fitzhugh used to say: I say that you should 
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not. I am at present at Col. Tarry’s and have been from 
home paying a round of visits to my old friends in this county ; 
as I have not seen them this year; for nearly a fortnight and 
I do not expect to be at home in three weeks to come, there- 
fore if you write to me in that time, you must direct to 
Mecklenburg Court House, if not to Marshallsville, Meck- 
lenburg. We have a charming beau, who has been bowing 
and scraping about me for some time; but as the Captain’s 
red head was in the way, and | could not take him myself, 
I have determined not to lose him altogether but keep him until 
you and Rachel come over and see if one or the other cannot 
take his little palpitator by storm but this, as Mrs. Higgin- 
botham says, is between you, myself and the post I will not 
tell you his name; but he is bran new piping hot from Rich- 
mond. I have had a sweetheart since Mr. Sinclair left us, 
that surpasses all comprehension; and if I had time, I would 
give you the courtship verbatim as Mama who you know is 
a famous hand at listening, had stationed herself in such a 
way, that she heard the whole; and has set it down; but I 
have not time; I will however tell you one speech; which will 
give you some idea of the style in which his speeches were 
delivered ; after trying for some time to prevail on me to dis- 
card the Captain and take him; for I candidly told him I 
was engaged; he said now Miss Sally, do you not think you 
had better marry a man of science, one of erudition, and a 
philosopher, than one whose frequent absence, even if he is 
capable of doing so, which I very much doubt, will put it 
out of his power to improve you? for your education has not 
been finished believe me; I replied by asking him in what 
instance I had displayed so much folly that he thought my 
education had not been finished; by refusing me, was his 
answer ; I was positively so much astonished at the man, that 
I looked at him some moments with all the contempt I could 
call into my face, and then at length exclaimed with great 
composure, really? the conversation lasted about two hours, 
in that style; and at length the gentleman took his leave 
and I never have seen him since; did you ever hear of such 
impudence in your life? Mama says when she writes to you, 
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which will be by the next mail, she will give a full account 
of it; but you must recollect that this is all to be a profound 
secret, you must not let any person see it but your own family. 
Mama got a letter from Captain Sinclair by the last mail, 
in which he mentioned that he had solicited and obtained a 
Midshipman’s commission in the Navy for Beverley” and al- 
though she is so dreadfully afraid of the water, she is so 
fully sensible of the advantage it will be to him, as to money 
matters; she has consented to his accepting it; so you will 
soon see the handsome smart young Midshipman, for he has 
really grown quite handsome, and is almost as tall as George 
and vastly Genteel. I have almost filled my paper, and have 
not told you to give my love to every member of your family 
and my dear Rachel in particular, tell her that I am anxiously 
looking out for her promised letter; and that she must not 
disappoint me; I shall certainly expect you all over to see me 
spliced ; but as no day is yet appointed I cannot tell now when 
you are to come, you shall however be informed in due season, 
so hold yourself in readiness to set off at a moments warning ; 
you, Rachel and Caroline must all be Brides maids for I 
must insist upon her coming with you. I do not intend to 
have any wedding at all; except our family, Major Nelson’s, 
the Skipwiths and a few young men for the girls will be all, 
Moses and Sally, I will insist on their being of the party, 
Sam also if he is up at the time; could not your dear Father 
and Mother strain a point and come too? I fear not, but I 
know if it is in their power, they will oblige me, when they 
know what a gratification it will be to me to have them with 
us at that time; my old friend Connelly will also have an 
invitation; dont forget the night cap you were to make for 
me, for the great occasion. My paper is full and it is twelve 
o’clock at night, I will therefore bid you good night, after 
begging you will write very soon to your 
S. S. Kennon. 


You must excuse bad writing and blunders, for I am almost 
asleep and was obliged to write tonight, as the messenger sets 


* Beverley Kennon, afterwards Commodore. : 
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off early in the morning for Williamsburg and I wish to send 
this scrawl by him to you, as it is a quicker conveyance by 
that place than Petersburg. 


To Miss Ellen Mordecai, 
Warrenton, 
North Carolina. 
Mail. 


Mrs. Evizasetu B. KENNON To RACHEL MorpEcAI 


Col. Tarrys Sepr. 29th 1809 


While every eye is closed, and the pale Moon, and Stars 
alone, shine conscious of my employment; I have stolen a few 
moments from sleep, to dedicate them to my beloved Rachel ; 
alas, my dear, how many disappointments are we poor mortals 
liable to; a few days ago I flattered myself, I should this very 
night embrace my sweet friend, and the rest of her highly 
valued family; but some cross accidents, such as breaking the 
spring of my carriage, getting one of my horses lame, and 
tho’ last mentioned, not least vexatious; failing to collect as 
much money as I had been promised, and expected to receive 
yesterday, have induced me to postpone my trip to your village 
some time longer. I did please myself with the idea, of ex- 
ulting over those; who thought sheriffs, and constables were 
necessary, to induce me to pay what I owed; but I must de- 
fer that pleasure a little longer; and have now sent George 
to discharge my debt to Mr. Connelly; as the friendly steps 
he took, when my enemies harrassed me so much; I think 
entitles him to precedence; notwithstanding there are some 
others, whose kindness shall ever be remembered with grat- 
itude ; and as soon as I can prevail on others to pay me, they 
shall receive what is due to them; not even Davidson shall 
suffer ; but he shall be the last I will pay; and now while I 
am speaking of that little plague, will you be kind enough to 
request your Papa, to take Bob Ruffin’s deposition, relative 
to what Dickey told him, when he asked him what rent I was 
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to give him for his house and lot; as he may hereafter try 
to make me pay more than I agreed to do; for I do not be- 
lieve he would scruple to do such a thing. You will see by 
Sallys letter to Ellen, that she thought I should certainly go to 
Warrenton; she wished very much to accompany us; but I 
persuaded her to visit her cousins the Skipwiths; as she 
had long promised them to do so; and has been prevented 
hitherto, by not wishing to leave me alone at our retired dwell- 
ing; but by going now that objection is obviated. In your 
last, you expressed a wish to know how her Amphibious ani- 
mal is employed; he is still at Washington, busily engaged in 
getting his vessel ready for sea; she is yet under the hands 
of the workmen; but the Secretary of the Navy just before 
he left that place for Charlestown ; told him he must hold him- 
self in readiness, for a trip across the Atlantic; he is now 
under sailing orders; but where he will go he cannot tell ; Sally 
got a letter from him the day she left home; he complains 
very much of the horrors of absence; but knows not when 
he can get a Furlough; as it is expected that he will be sent 
to Europe with dispatches. You say you hope I am now 
happy: I assure you my daughters choice is a source of great 
pleasure to me; for I do not believe there exists a more amiable 
man; he is not handsome; but he has every other recommen- 
dation; and I suppose she agrees with Addison “That beauty 
soon grows familiar to the lover, fades in the eye, and palls 
upon the sense ;” while integrity, honour, sincerity, virtue, and 
truth, all of which he possesses, will appear more refulgent, 
as she gets more intimately acquainted with him. You can- 
not imagine my dear girl, how I was pleased when I read 
those honourable testimonies of approbation, which the parents 
of your pupils and the Gentlemen who were present at the 
examination, gave to your Institution; most heartily do I 
wish, it may continue to flourish, as long as you desire to keep 
it up; I hope, indeed I know, you will not accuse me of flattery, 
when I tell you that I never heard a school more praised ; and 
whenever any thing is said in its commendation; both Sally 
and myself, feel as proud as if we had something to do with 
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it; go on my amiable Rachel, persevere in your praise-worthy 
course, and prosperity will I doubt not, again illumine your path 
through life. I wish I had any news worth communicating 
to you; but I have not, for you are such a stranger in Meck- 
lenburg and Halifax, that the chit chat of either place, must 
be quite uninteresting to you; when you answer this, give all 
the anecdotes of your town; for they are amusing to me; 
poor Betsy , She I suppose was deceived, by the stale 
method of seduction our modern Lotharios all practice; a 
promise of marriage; for you recollect, it was reported a long 
ume, that she, and her gallant gay deceiver were to be married; 
but it is probable, after he found he could not get her on 
easier terms, he did not choose to be shackled. 

Cease gay seducers pride to take; 

In triumphs o’er the fair; 

Since clowns as well can act the rake, 

As those in higher sphere. 

As my paper is full, I must bid you farewell my dear young 
friend; after asking you to congratulate your much loved 
Mama, on the addition to her family; may it live to be a 
comfort to you all. My love to every member of your family, 
from your Papa, down to the little stranger; may you all be 
happy, sincerely prays 

Yours Affectionately 
E. B, Kennon. 


Ask your Mama and Papa, if they will buy that great ket- 
tle of mine; they shall have it for five dollars; it cost me six, 
and it was not injured when I left it behind. As old Brigs 
in Cecelia says, I begin to be noddy; once more farewell. 
12 O'clock. I have not looked over this scrawl this morning, 
so if there are hundred blunders; you must blame Morpheus 
for them all. 


Miss Rachel Mordecai, 
Warrenton. 
Mr. G. Kennon. 
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Mrs. ExvizaBetH B. KENNON To RACHEL MorDECAI 


Deloraine, Nov. 12th 1809 


With heartfelt pleasure, did I hear a few days ago my dear 
Rachel, that Major Nelson intended to visit your city these 
races; as it affords me an opportunity which I have long 
wished for, of addressing my beloved friend. Ah, my dear 
girl how differently did 1 spend my time, when I could only 
by taking a short walk, spend a social hour with you, and the 
rest of your valued family whenever I chose to do so, to what 
I do now when any of these Forkites visit us; I have seen but 
few of them but to quote Salma Gundy “I had rather drive 
an Ox Cart over one of the sand fields of Carolina than sup- 
port one of those horrid, dull monotonous conversations” but 
as Mrs. Higginbotham says, this must be between you, and 
I, and the Post, for I do not wish to offend them. I had, or 
rather Erasmus had; a letter from your amiable brother Sam; 
he was well, and I hope happy, for he deserves to be so; Moses 
and Solomon, must not infer from this, that he is a greater 
favourite of mine than they are, I assure them he is not; for 
I cordially value, love and esteem them all; but I suppose a 
triumvirate of youthful beaux, will not care what an old 
woman’s sentiments are relative to them; but they must re- 
member the old saying; “It is better to have the good will 
of cats, than their ill will;” therefore the affection even of such 
an old soul as your friend will be I flatter myself acceptable. 
And now my dear girl I intend to solicit one proof of friend- 
ship from you, which is confidence ; for when that is withheld, 
there is very little sincerity, however violent the professions 
of regard may be; you will probably wonder what this pre- 
amble will lead to; I will not keep you in suspence; but with- 
out farther circumlocution inform you what it is I wish to 
know: when George was in Warrenton he heard it so confi- 
dently asserted that Ellen was to marry Mr. A. C. Miller; 
that he appeared when he returned not to doubt the truth 
of the report; but when he informed me of it, I told him I 
would suspend my opinion, until I heard from you; as I was 
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certain you would be candid with me; I now put you to the 
test; and assure you on my word, if it is so, I will be as 
secret as you wish me to be. I think I have a right to ask 
this of you, after the free disclosure I made of my daughters 
matrimonial intentions; and you know one good turn deserves 
another ; give my love to my dear Ellen; and tell her, when- 
ever she alters her situation, let her select what partner she 
pleases, she will have my hearty wishes for her happiness. 
Sally received a letter a few days ago from her Captain; he 
laments the necessity he is under, of being so long from her; 
but the hard dutys of his dangerous profession, cannot be 
dispenced with; and he must obey; I know not when we shall 
see him, but I am certain he will come as soon as he can get 
leave of absence; his vessel is in fine order, just refitted and 
as good as new; he says she sails like the wind, and is the 
handsomest thing he ever saw except a pretty girl; you know 
sailors in general love the fair sex ; and he is among their warm- 
est admirers; he informs us that one of his brother officers, 
has a secret kindness for Sally Browne; but is uncertain 
whether he will tell his love, or suffer concealment like a 
worm in the bud &c. George and Hugh Nelson” on their way 
to Philadelphia; dined, supped and spent the night on board 
his vessel; she is called the Nautilus; they were highly de- 
lighted, they left it the next day; got on board a packet, and 
as the wind kept fair several days, I hope they are now safe 
in the City of Penn; where if it is not their own faults, they 
may learn how to be useful to the world; at least in the small 
circle they will move in; how different my dear will the lives 
of George and Beverley be spent; the profession of one, will 
be to cure wounds; the other to inflict them; and alas, alas, 
alas, perhaps to receive them. Give my sincere love to every 
member of your family, and tell your Mama my dear and 
highly esteemed friend; that I was pleased to see Elizabeth, 
among the names she has given her little stranger, as I have 
the vanity to think, that was selected on my account and as- 
sure her, that I will when I marry again call my first daughter 


* George Kennon and Hugh Nelson were going to Philadelphia to 
study medicine. 
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Rebecca. Do my dear when you write, tell me all the oc- 
currences of your village and its environs; .... You ask me 
my sweet friend to visit you at the time of your vacation; 
I would do so with pleasure, was it in my power; but I am 
certain it will not be; for many reasons will conspire to pre- 
vent me; but I entreat you, and Ellen, and my much beloved 
Caroline to try and take a trip to these “woods, and wilds 
and melancholy shades” and see if you cannot “make the 
desert smile”. Perhaps you may have heard that my brother 
has sold dear Richland; he has so; and I visited it lately in 
the company, and at the request of the Lady who is now 
its mistress; never did I see a place more completely ruined ; 
it has been rented out, and the tenants appear as if they de- 
lighted in devastation; the garden was a pasture; the house 
looked like these old castles we read of, for there was only 
one door to get in at, the steps from the others were all gone; 
the chamber I am told is their cooking room, the dining room 
and parlour they sleep in; one of the rooms upstairs they weave 
in, in another they keep their meat; what my sensations on 
looking about me were you will easily imagine; the kitchen 
was a stable and the yard a nursery for all sorts of weeds up 
to the doors. I could not help smiling at William Henry, he 
looked very serious for some time and then exclaimed; Well, 
poor old Richland you are gone to “construction”. When you 
have read thus far, you will think I had better stop; but I 
cannot prevail on myself to do so, for I take such a delight 
in scribbling to you, that I must fill my paper if it is with 
nonsense alone. My daughter Nancy, is not here at present; 
but she desired me when I wrote to give her love to you all; 
Erasmus is quite delighted with the thoughts of being a papa; 
and as Ellen always said, I liked to be thought old, I suppose 
she will think that I shall be pleased when I am a Grandmother. 
Mrs. Norborne Nelson has lately presented her good man 
with a third daughter. 
Your unalterable friend 


E. B. Kennon. 


Miss Rachel Mordecai, Warrenton, N. C. Honoured by Major 
Nelson. 
(To be continued ) 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


FORT LOUDOUN AND ITS AUTHOR. 


“In 1756 the author was desired by Governor Glen [of South Caro- 
lina] to build a fort upon Tanessee River, in the country of the upper 
Cherakee Indians, where he previously sent a good geometer, one 
Captain Hamilton, whom he gave instructions to pitch upon a fork 
of Tanessee, a place which was as little as possible commanded by any 
eminence . . . . At his return the author learn’d that the spot in- 
tended for a fort had been chosen by the Indians before Hamilton’s 
arrival, in a fine plane, but commanded from the opposite mountain 
which is a long ridge on the north side of Tanessee . 

The author after deliberation, concluded it was priedund and nec- 
essary, that he should make a remonstration of the difficulty in send- 
ing ammunition, stores, relieve, and reinforcement to a fort at so great 
a distance, through impregnable defilees, and a savage people, easily 
offended and revengeful . . . . He therefore did not advise to the 
construction of the fort; but the Indians having sollicitate ever since 
ten years without ceasing, that a fort should be built and garrisond 
with King’s troops . . . . therefore his remonstration and advice 
could not be attended to. He than undertook that service, was allowed 
300 men and £5000 sterling, to support all expences of maintaining 
and marching these men, provisions, and stores over the Apalachian 
mountains, to built the fort afterwards called Loudoun, upon Tanessee, 
and near Taleguo Rivers, in late 36° 10’, and longe 86° northwest 
half west 372 miles in a straight line, but by the comon road 450 
miles from Charleston. 

{The author] had much a Me to convince the Indians of the im- 
propriety to built a fort between three commanding eminences . . . . 
and at last shewed the Indians that the mens very shoe buckels was 
seen fro meither of these three mountains; could therefore not serve 
for a fort to protect their old men, women, and children, what could 
not protect its own garrison. 

They than conserted he should choose the western mount, being a 
narrow ridge, on which he laid only a poligon with two bastions, not 
finding a sufficient plane on its top for the whole fort, he therefore 
laid another poligon with two bastions below, at the east side of the 
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mountain’s foot, which he joined to the southward with a poligon 
to that on the top, and secured it with traverses against enfilading; 
and on the east, upon the river, with an other poligon, on which he 
formed a ravelin and contreguarde before the courtain, thereby to 
have a full command of the river, and make the most of the territory, 
which descended towards the river in several steps. A rhombus, with 
two obtuse and two acute angular bastions, was the figure which the 
fort could receive from the bearings of the river and mountain, who 
with a rocky precipice forty one foot high from the water’s super- 
ficies, terminates upon the river’s edge; each poligon extended 300 
foot in length, with a breast work of twenty-one foot thick. In the 
didges he directed a hedge to be planted of young locust trees, which 
in less than twelf months time filled the didge from the contrescarpe 
to the scarpe . . . . The medling which this hedge is in every re- 
spect impracticable, and renders the fort impregnable at least against 
Indians who always engage naked. Each bastion mounts three canons, 
each canon is of sixteen ounces caliber or bore; these small canons 
was bought with the greatest difficulty and great expences over the 
Apalachian Mountains; the Indian trader (one Ellit) undertooke to 
bring them from Fort Prince George, opposite Keowee, on the east 
side of the Apalachian Mountains; Ellit contrived to poise on each 
horse a canon cross ways over the pack saddle, and lash’d them round 
the horse’s body with belts; but as these horses had to cross a country 
full of high mountains, and these covered with forests, it would hap- 
pen that some times one end of a canon did catch a tree, twist upon 
the saddle, and drew the horse down, some of which had by these 
accidences their backs broken under the wight, and lost their lifs; the 
longest journey these horses could make was six miles in a day.” 

This author has been overlooked by the professional biographers. 
He was John Gerard William de Brahm, a man after the order of 
Swedenborg, of very scientific attainments and very mystical aptitudes. 
De Brahm brought a German colony to Georgia in 1751, was soon 
made Surveyor General of the Southern District of North America, 
and did excellent work as far south as Cape Florida. He died at 
an advanced age, perhaps in Philadelphia about 1800. In 1856 Plowden 
C. J. Weston printed forty nine copies in quarto of a book he. called 
“Documents Relating to South Carolina”. The extract given above 
is drawn from Weston’s edition of De Brahm’s MS account of South 
Carolina. 

It is of interest to have the Fort Loudoun confusion thoroughly 
cleared up. William de Brahm, against his judgment, built the fort 
under orders from South Carolina. Obviously he knew his business. 
The Cherokee put him down as a man of science and wisdom. 


[By the late] A. J. Morrison. 
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REESE. 


Compiled by Mrs. R. D. Sturdivant, Berlin, Alabama, and Mrs. Minnie 
Reese Richardson, Fort Worth, Texas. 


Joel Reese, born , died , 1812 in Putnam County, Georgia. 
Married to Rebekah Harris. After the death of Joel Reese, Re- 
bekah Harris married (2) Joseph Turner of Georgia. Joel Reese served 
in the Revolutionary War, see Report of the State Librarian, Revolution- 
ary Soldiers of Virginia, 1912, page 3609. 

Rees, Joel, I. P., D. 49, Pitts, 21. 


Will of Joel Reese is recorded in Will Book A, Page 18-19, Eatonton, 
Putnam County, Georgia. His legatees were his wife Rebekah, (to have 
one third) and his children to have the other two thirds and to be schooled 


and supported in a very decent manner. The will was dated Nov. 5, 1810 
and proved Nov. 12, 1812. 

Children of Joel Reese, and his wife Rebekah Harris are as follows: 
Names Dates of Birth To Whom Married 
( 2) Polly Reese, born July 16th, 1795 James B. Ciopton 
( 3) Betsy Reese, born Dec. 31st, 1796 Kinchen Peterson Thweatt 
( 4) Jordan Reese, born September 4th, 1708. 


(5) Blanch Reese, born September 16th, 1800 Fletcher 
( 6) Jane Reese, born December 3ist, 1802. 
( 7) Joel Reese, Jr., born August 16th 1805 (1) Miss Stinson 


(2) Carrie Marshall 
Youngest sister of 
Stephen B. Marshall. 

( 8) Rebekah Reese, born January 19th, 1808. 

(9) Martha Reese, born August 23rd, 1810 Stephen B. Marshall 

( 2) Polly Reese, born July 16th, 1795, died August 8th, 1873, and 
is interred at the Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Pleasant Hill, 
Dalias County, Alabama. Some of her beautiful needle work 
is still in the possession of the family. Married to James 
B. Clopton. He served as clerk of the Court in Putnam County, 
Georgia, in the year 1812. 

Children of Polly Reese and her husband James B. Clopton are as 
follows: 

(10) Virginia Clopton, born July 24th, 1813. 

(11) Waldegrave Clopton, born , 1815. 

(12) Martha Ann Clopton, born April 20th, 1830. 

(13) James B. Clopton, Jr. He was drowned while on a boat ex- 
cursion on the Alabama River. He was only 8 years old at this 
time. His body was never found, although the river was dragged 
for his body, and every means employed for its recovery. 
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(9) Martha Reese, born August 23rd, 1810, died ———, married 

, 1826 to Stephen B. Marshall of Georgia. Children as 
follows: 

(14) Elizabeth Marshall, born ———. 

(15) William Blunt Marshall, ———. 

(16) James F. Marshall, born 
Civil War. 

(17) Stephen B. Marshall, Jr., born ———. 

(18) Joel Reese Marshall, born ———. 

(19) Rebekah Marshall, born 

(20) Henry Marshall, born 

(21) Martha Marshall, born ———. 

(22) Mary Marshall, born , married W. R. Respess. After 
her death Hattie Marshall married W. R. Respess. 

(23) Hattie Marshall, born 


Killed in battle during the 


VIRGINIA GAZETTES IN THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


We have the Virginia Gazette for the following years: 

1739—December 7; 1751—February 28, December 27; 1759—January 
2, December 22; 1762—February 12; 1766—July 25; 1770—June 21; 
1775—January 7, December 30; 1776—September 21, October 4, No- 
vember 1; 1777—July 18; 1778—January 23; 1780—January 8, April 
8, May 9, June 14, June 28, July 5, 19, 26, August 9; 1782—January 
5, 19, February 16, 23, March 23, April 6, 20, 27, May 18; 1783—April 
5; 1791—May 11, December 7, 14; 1792—September 12, October 31; 
1794—January 8, 24, 27, February 21, March 7, July 1, August 1, 
October 7, 10, November 11, 25, December 5; 1795—March 10, 13, 
24, April 3, 11, 18, 25, May 5, 12, 19; 1799—February 5, 19. 

(Signed) K. D. Mercatr, 

Executive Assistant. 
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GENEALOGY 


SAUNDERS—PRINCESS ANNE COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 
CONTRIBUTED BY CHARLES F. McINTOSH 


“A Letter Regarding The Queen’s Rangers”, by E. Alfred Jones, 
M. A., F. R. Hist. S., proved of such great interest to the readers of 
the Magazine, October 1922, that I feel a sketch of four generations 
of this family will be of interest to their many descendants in the two 
Dominions. 

JONATHAN SAUNDERS (1): Was the Minister of Lynnhaven 
Parish, Princess Anne County, Virginia, 1695 (Va. Mag. of Hist. & 
B. Vol. V, p. 436); Charles Neale of North Carolina and Mary his 
wife conveyed to Jonathan Saunders, Clerk, one hundred acres... . 
part of an island .... Kendall’s Island . . . . bounded with the fresh 
ponds (now the lakes of the Norfolk City Water system), dated 5 
Apr. 1696, recorded 3 Sep. 1696 (Deed Book 1, folio 123, Pr. Anne 
Co. Clks. Office). A John Saunders wis ordained for the American 
Colonies, Virginia, Oct. 24, 1699 (Va. Mag., Vol. IV, p. 18); Jona- 
than Saunders, clerk, late minister or rector of the parish of “Len- 
haven” in Princess Anne County in Virginia, deceased, Administration 
15 Dec. 1702 to Jonathan Matthews, attorney, for the relict Mary 
Boush als Saunders, now wife of Maximilian Boush, now in Virginia 
(Intestate died 2 years ago, See Warrant), (England, P. C. C. Admon. 
Act Book 1702 folio 243); Rev. Jonathan Saunders’ widow, on March 
6, 1700/1, (who had before been the widow of Thomas Ewell), quali- 
fied as his administratrix, he dying intestate (Va. Mag., Vol. XI, p. 79 
—Virginia Gleanings in England). Mary who first married Ewell, 
second Saunders nad third Boush, was the daughter (youngest child) 
of Thomas and Anne Bennett. By Ewell she had no children, by 
Saunders, two, and by Boush, several (Va. Mag:, Vol. XXXI, No. 4, 
Oct. 1923). 

JOHN SAUNDERS (2): “Maximilian Boush & Mary his wife 
late wido: and relict of Mr. Jonathan Saunders deceased to John 
Saunders Marriner son and heir of ye. abovesd. Mr. Jon» Saunders 
.... quit claim .... dower right . . . . Kendall’s Island... . 
one hundred acres . . . . one ye eastern Shore in ye. County of 
Princess Anne”, dated 3 feb. 1719, recorded 3 feb. 1719 (Deed Book 
3, folio 296, Pr. Anne Co.) ; John Saunders to Robert Dearmore ... . 
one hundred acres . . . . Kendall’s Island . . . . dated & Recorded 
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5 Aprill 1720 (Deed Book 3 f. 310, Pr. Anne Co.) ; Christopher Bur- 
rough of Princess Anne County to John Saunders of Ye Same County 
Marriner . . . . 250 acres . . . . in Princess Anne County . 
excepting about fourty foot Square being Ye burying place 

dated 1 Sep. 1724 recorded 2 Dec. 1724 (Deed Book 4 f. 5, Pr. Asis 
Co.). John Ellegood of Norfolk County Gent. to Capt. John Saunders 
of Princess Anne County, 100 Acres . . . . on bennetts Creek... . 
called Timber neck . . . . dated and recorded 5 Dec. 1773 (Deed 
Book 4 f. 467, Pr. Anne Co.). Will of Captain John Saunders: 
“In the name of God Amen, I give my Soul unto Jesus Christ my 
Savour in hopes of receiving of it the day of resurrection through 
Jesus Christ our Lord Amen—Item I give unto my well beloved 
wife Mary Saunders two negroes fellows the one called George the 
other Need during her natural Life. I give to my daughter mary Saun- 
ders one negro woman called nell & her child Roben . . . . to my 
Son Johnathan one negro woman calla Benbo . . . . a boy called 
Issakes . . . . to my dafter Margret a negro called Jude . . ..a 
negro call Tone . . . . to my child that my dear wife is bearing 
the negro caled Isble . . . . to my son Johnathan Saunders the man- 
hood plantation whereon I live being two hundred & fifty acres of 
Land & allso Ye plantation formerly caled Joseph Smiths being one 


hundred acres the Whole three hundred & fifty acres . . . . Seaven 
acres of Land Tankard . . . . one dozen of Silver Spoons between 
my two Dafters mary and margret Saunders . . . . each of them 
one feather bed and furniture . . . . large looking Glass ; 
all Ye rest of my Estate . . . . to my well beloved wife afte rmy 
debts is paid . . . . I do appoint my well beloved wife & arthur 
Sawer to be my whole & Sole Execkuters . . . . february Ye. 16: 
1733/4. . . . (witnesses): John Guy Henry Miller . . . . (Signed): 
John Saunders . . . . (Proved): 5 June 1734 . . . . will of Capt. 


John Saunders by both witnesses on Ye. motion of Charles Sayer 

. Recorded for ye. benefit of Ye. Testators children”. (Deed 
Book 4 f. 507, Pr. Anne Co.). There is a mere feeling in reading 
the records that Mary the daughter of the testator may have married 
one Henry Miller and that Margaret the other daughter may have 
first married Thomas Haire and second Peter Malbone. This however 
is only an inference. I have never been able to prove it. The will of 
Charles Sayer of Princess Anne County: . . . . Wife Margret Sayer 

. my Son arthur Sayer . . . . (Witness): Mary Saunders 
. . . «. dated 18 Aug. 1740 . . . . proved 5 Nov. 1740 (Deed Book 
5 f. 514, Pr. Anne Co.). The Will of Margret Sayer of the Parish 
of Lynhaven in the County of Princess Anne . . . . unto my Grandson 
Jonathan Saunders the Sum of Tenn Pounds . . . . my grand daughter 
Margaret Malbore . . . . my Son Arthur Sayer . . . . my Grand 
Daughters Anne and Margaret Newton . . . . my Daughter Frances 
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Boush . . . . my Grandson Anthy Lawson . . . . my Grandaughter 
Margaret Walke . . . . my grandaughter Frances Sayer... . 
my Grandaughter Margaret Boush . . . . my Daughter Elizabeth New- 
ton... . dated 18 May 1754... . proved 19 Nov. 1754 (Deed 
Book 7 f. 661, Pr. Anne Co.). The will of Arthur Sayer of Princess 
Anne County in Virg: . . . . my Daughter Frances Sayer . . 
Wife Eliza. Sayer . . . . my daughter Margt Sayer ... . my 
Daughter Mary Sayer . . . . my Nephew Mr. Anthony Lawson. . 

my Son Charles Sayer . . . . appoint my Friends & Kinsmen Thos. 
Walke, Anthony Lawson & Jonathan Saunders Exors . .. . dated 
24 feb. 1754 . . . . proved 20 Oct. 1761 (Deed Book 8 f. 638, Pr. 
Anne Co.). The will of Elizabeth Sayer Widow of Princess Anne 
County . . . . my daughter Elizabeth Sayer . . . . my three 
Daughters Frances, Margaret and Mary and my son Charles Sayer 
Sons in Law Mr. John Hancock and Peter Singleton Executors . .. . 
dated 11 Sep. 1765 (Deed Book g f. 606, Pr. Anne Co.). Account 
of Charles Sayer Guardian of Mary, Jonathan & Margt children of 
Capt. John Saunders deceased, 1733 & 1738 (Gdn. Book 1, pp. 1, 2 & 6, 
Pr. Anne Co.). 

Mary Saunders the daughter of the Rev. Jonathan Saunders married 
Captain Cornelius Calvert, Senior of Norfolk Town, Va., July 2oth 
1719. His will is dated 29 May 1749. Her will is dated 18 Aug. 1762, 
and both are recorded in the Norfolk County Clerk’s Office at Ports- 
mouth, Va., and their issue was numerous (Va. Mag., Vol. I, pp. 63- 
109). 

JONATHAN SAUNDERS (3): Col. Nathaniel Newton of Prin- 
cess Anne County, Va., to Mr. Jonathan Saunders . . . . 260 acres 
‘ Parish of Lynhaven . . . . same property purchased of 
George Moseley . . . . 1743 . . . . dated 16 Nov. 1753 (Deed Book 
7 f. 545, Pr. Anne Co.). Colony of Virginia to Jonathan Saunders 
& George Oldner 136 acres in Princess Anne Co. . . . . on Bennetts 
Creek . . . . joining on the Lands of Thos. Owens the orphans of 
Thos. Thelaball, Jno. Hunter & Col. Anthony Walke . .. . dated 
June 26, 1755 (Land Office, Richmond, Va., Vol. 29, p. 450). Jon- 
athan Saunders & George Oldner of Princess Anne Co., to Anthony 
Walke junr . . . . 136 acres . . . . on Bennetts Creek . . . . as 
by patent of 26 June 1755... . also at a Court held the 19th day 
of Aug. 1755 Elizabeth wife of the said Jonathan Saunders... . 
acknowledged (Deed Book 8 f. 3 & 4, Pr. Anne Co.). Capt. Jonathan 
Saunders was a Vestryman, Lynnhaven Parish, Princess Anne Co., 
Oct. 26, 1761 (Va. Mag., Vol. V, p. 436). The inscription on his 
tombstone at “Pembroke” Farm, Lynnhaven River, Thalia Post Office 
and Station, Norfolk-Southern Ry., Princess Anne County, Va., is: 
“ |... Sacred to the memory of Capt. Jonathan Saunders who was 
a person of great piety and a most humane disposition (worn) adored 
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all his (worn) was a kind husband a (worn) father and sincere friend 
he died universally lamented on 21 Jan. 1765 in the 39 year of his age”, 
(Copied by Charles F. McIntosh 22 Oct. 1916). Captain Jonathan 
Saunders Estate in Acct with Elizabeth Saunders Admx. 16 Dec. 1766, 
(Deed Book 10, p. 26, Pr. Anne Co.). Elizabeth Saunders Admx. 
of Jonathan Saunders decd. agt. Caleb Herbert, Court 18 Dec. 1766, 
(Norfolk County Order Book 1766-1768 f. 64). 

Jacob Ellegood Administrator of Elizabeth Saunders decd. Court 
17 Aug. 1769 (Norfolk County Order Book 1768-1771 f. 129). Miss 
Margaret Saunders Orphan of Jonathan Saunders in Acct with Jacob 
Ellegood Gdn. . . . . Sandford Saunders In Acct with Jacob Elle- 
good Gowdian 1770 (Guardian Book 1, p. 109, Pr. Anne Co.); Miss 
Peggy Saunders Orphan of Jno. Saunders in Acct with Jacob Ellegood 
. ... . Sandford Saunders Orphan of Jno. Saunders in Acct with 
Jacob Ellegood 1773 (Guardian Book 1, p. ——, Pr. Anne Co.). I 
find no further mention of Sandford Saunders in the records and pre- 
sume he died an infant unmarried. I have been unable to ascertain 
the maiden name of Elizabeth Saunders. I am under the impression 
she was a Thorowgood but cannot prove it. The following clues 
present themselves: The “Pembroke” Farm adjoined the Thorowgood 
plantations. Pembroke was the first name of Thorowgood woman. 
John Thorowgood mentions in his will a daughter Mary Sandford 
Thorowgood and appoints Jonathan Saunders Executor. On Jonathan 
Saunders death his widow qualified C. T. A. on John Thorowgood’s 
Estate. Jonathan and Elizabeth Saunders had a son Sandford Saunders. 
A John Sandford was a Justice on the first court held in Princess 
Anne County in 1691 (Pr. Anne Co. Records). 

JOHN SAUNDERS (4): “An Inquisition Indented and taken at 
the Court House 26 Sept. 1779 . . . . fourth year of the Common- 
wealth . . . . before me Thomas Reynolds Walker Escheator ... . 
Jurors, to-wit: Charles Sayer, Thomas Ewell, Jacob Hunter, John 
Matthias, William Thorowgood senr., Christopher Whitehurst, George 
Jamieson Junr., Henry Collins, William Hayes, James Moore Junr., 
Henry Hayes and William Keeling . . . . sworn to inquire whether 
John Saunders late of the said County is a British Subject, say... . 
that the same John Saunders is a British Subject . . . . joining the 
Subjects of his Britannick Majesty of his own free will . . . . real 
property . .. . 800 acres . . . . Marsh 400 acres . . . . negroes 
taken by the Troopers of the Commonwealth Stationed at Kempe’s 
Landing (Deed Book 16 f. 48, Pr. Anne Co.). The will of Jacob 
Ellegood: “... . son Jacob... . my son in law William Atche- 
son and Rebe» his wife . . . . daughter Anne & Margaret Ellegood 

. wife ann . . . . daughter Elizabeth . . . . daughter Sarah 

. . : dated 22 March 1753, proved 17 Apr. 1753 . . . . of Princess 

Anne County . . . . (Deed Book 7 f. 447, Pr. Anne Co.). The will 
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of Jacob Ellegood of the County of York in the province of New 
Brunswick Esquire . . . . my brother in law John Saunders of said 
province Esquire . . . . my two sons Jacob Ellegood and John 
Saunders Ellegood both of said province Gentlemen . . . . son Wil- 
liam Ellegood . . . . grand daughter Rebecca Aithison Ellegood 

. wife Mary Ellegood . . . . son Samuel Inglis Ellegood ... . 
to my brother in Law and sister the honorable Judge Saunders and 
his wife and to Captain John McKay and to my Sister in Law Mrs. 
Margarette McKay ... . dated 7 Sept. 1801 . . . . Proved, 18 
Jan. 1802 (Certified Copy Recorded in Will Book 1, p. 189, Pr. Anne 
Co.). Captain (Judge) John Saunders was born in Princess Anne 
County 1 June 1753, married Ariana Margaretta Jekyll Chalmers 
daughter of Col. James Chalmers of Maryland and Ariana Margaretta 
Jekyll daughter of John Jekyll the younger. He was a Captain in the 
Queens Rangers and wounded at the Battle of the Brandywine. His 
only son was John Simcoe Saunders an eminent lawer in New Bruns- 
wick (Va. Mag., Vo. XXX, No. 4, Oct., 1922—Ex. inform E. Alfred 
Jones). 

The old Saunders house on the “Pembroke” plantation is situated 
about three miles from Kempsville, about a mile north of the Virginia 
Beach Boulevard, which crosses a road leading from Thalia Station, 
Norfolk-Southern Ry., to the old brick house. It is about three quarters 
of a mile west of the West Branch of Lynnhaven River. The grave 
yard is in a cultivated field about one hundred and fifty yards to the 
east of the house. On a brick in the north wall of the house is 1764. 
The Farm is at present owned by the Lynnbrook Corporation and 
Mr. C. C. Hudgins tenant lives in the old house (1923 December). 

Author’s Note 1: So far as I know the Saunders family of Princess 
Anne is no relation to John Saunders who left a will recorded in Nor- 
folk County, Va., in 1751, nor to Major John Saunders, U. S. Army 
buried at the Norfolk Naval Hospital (Fort Nelson). 

Author’s Note 2: I am told the Ellegood House is the brick dormer 
window house about two hundred yards to the south of the Virginia 
Beach Boulevard and about a mile from Rosemont Station, Norfolk- 
Southern Railroad. The Ellegood house was called Rose Hall and 
the plantation was fifteen hundred acres (Deed of Jacob Ellegood, 
etc., to William Ellegood, Book 26, p. 286, dated 15 June 1803, Pr. 
Anne Co.). (Ex-inform: Mrs. J. C. Emmerson of Portsmouth, Va.) 
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HARRISON OF JAMES RIVER. 
(Continued ) 


9. Benyamin* Harrison (Benjamin*), of “Berkeley”, was born 
, and died in 1745. He was educated at William and Mary 
College and at an early age entered public life. He represented Charles 
City county in the House of Burgesses at the sessions of August 1736, 
November 1738, May 1740, August 1740, May 1742, and September 
1744. He married Anne, daughter of Robert Carter, of “Corotoman”, 
President of the Council. Col. Carter in his will left to his daughter, 
Anne Harrison, £540 sterling (having no doubt made a previous gift 
when she was married) and to her daughters Betty and Anne Harrison, 
£500 sterling each. Benjamin Harrison met a tragic death. The Mary- 
land Gazette for August 16, 1745, prints a letter from Williamsburg, 
dated July 18th “Last Friday evening [July 12] a most terrible 
accident happened in Charles City county; when a violent Thunder 
Gust arose, and the lightning struck the House of Col. Benjamin 
Harrison of Berkeley, which killed him and his two youngest daughters”. 
These daughters were Lucy and Hannah. It would appear from the 
probate of the will that Mrs. Harrison had died between its making 
and proving. 

One of the record books of Albemarle county was evidently at one 
time an account book of the executors of Benjamin Harrison, of 
“Berkeley”, who died in 1745. It appears that after a few pages were 
used the large folio volume must have been sold to Albemarle court. 
At one end are the following entries: 

Sept. 20, 1745. To the Estate of Col. Benjamin Harrison, Dr. 

To cash p’d Richard Weir for mourning £2. Il. 

To Cash p’d for coffins I 16. 

To cash p’d for Taylor’s work 5. 

To Do. p’d John Gardner, overseer 6. 7. 

Cash p'd to Secretary’s Office for a Testament 
That is for probate of will] 

Do. p’d Nimmo a lawyer, for advice . 

Do. given Carter Harrison for pocket money oO. 10. 

Do. p’d George Hierd, Baker, 

Cash p’d Spalding, the Taylor, for work done in Col. 


Harrison’s life, 2. 8. 0. 
Do. p’'d Fr. Barham 0. 15. 0. 
Cash p’d David Clark for Rum bought in Colo. Harri- 

son’s life, I. 11. 101% 
Cash p’d Betty Harrison 2. 


Do. p’'d Charles Stagg for 2 Months and 4 Days Wages 
on the Schooner, 

Do. p’d Thomas Brokett, overseer, 

P’d Wm .Roister for Shingling the House 

Cash p’d Ben. Harrison, Overseer, 

To my expenses taking Inventory 

P’d Betty Smith for Shoe Thread 

Cash given Ben. Harrison for Pocket money, 

Cash p’d for funeral expenses, 

P’r. Contra. Cr. 

July 22d, 1745. 

By Cash found in the House at Colo. Harrison’s Death 140. 

By Cash rec’d for Bread, 3. 
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Here the account ends abruptly. It is evident from the reference 
to the baker and the money received for bread, that Col. Harrison, 
like Charles Carter, of “Cleve”, and a few other enterprising planters, 
had stablished a bakery ,where bread, or rather biscuits, for ships’ 
supplies were made. 

The will of Benjamin Harrison is as follows: 


In the name of God Amen: I Benjamin Harrison of Berkly in the 
County of Charles City and Parrish of Westover, Gent., being of 
perfect sense and memory, ordain this my last will and Testament. 
Imprimis I Give and bequeath my Soul to Almighty God who first 
gave it its being, in sure and certain hope of a Joyfull resurrection 
thro’ the death and Passion of my blessed Savior Jesus Christ, my 
body to the Earth from which it was first taken, to be decently buried 
on Berkley Plantation near my little dear son Henry’s grave, at the 
Discression of my executor hereafter mentioned, and as to all my 
worldly goods with which it hath pleased the Almighty to bless me 
my just Debts and Funeral charges being first paid, I Give and dis- 
pose of in the following manner: 

I give and bequeath unto my well beloved wife one equal third 
part of the neet proceeds or profits of my whole Estate during her 
Natural life, and forasmuch as my wife hath at all times behaved in 
a most dutiful and affectionate manner to me and all—allways been 
assisting through my whole affairs, I therefore think proper to Give 
my dear wife as a small requital over and above the Thirds of my 
Estate as aforesaid, the use and occupation of the Plantation whereon 
I now live, commonly called Berkley, with all the Slaves, Property 
belonging to the Crop of the said Plantation, with all my household 
furniture of what kind soever and house Servants, except my Cook 
wench Patty and her children and the boy levy son of Sarah, which 
Slaves I would have to go to my son Benjamin on his being of age; 
I also give to my wife the use of all my plate and kitchen Furniture 
as also the use of my flocks of Cattle, Hogs, Horses and Sheep upon 
the said Plantation, all which said gifts I give to the use of my said 
Dear Wife so long as she shall remain a widow or shall abide on or 
inhabit the said Plantation, with full power to Cut down and make use 
of any Timber or Wood either for building or repairing, making fencing 
or firing, or any other use whatsoever for the said Plantation of or 
from any Part of my Estate in Charles City County Dureing the time 
aforesaid, she allowing yearly out of her own Estate Nine thousand 
Pounds of good Crop Tobe in nine cask to be thrown into two thirds 
of my estate which is hereafter Ordered to be divided amongst my 
children untill my son Benjamin shall come to age but no longer, and 
after her decease or nonresidence as aforesaid the Premisses to go and 
descend to my well beloved son Benjamin Harrison and to the Heir of 
his Body Lawfully begotten forever. I also give to my wife my Coach, 
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chariot, chair, Six horses and all Furniture thereto belonging as also 
all my Saddle horses, mares and Colts on the said Plantation, together 
with her Gold Watch and all Jewels now in her possession. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my son Benjamin Harrison all that 
Tract of Land commonly called Berkley and Kimadges and also that 
whereon my mother formerly lived as also the Gleeb Land bought of 
the Parish of Westover in the County of Charles City, to him and his 
heirs of his Body lawfully begotten forever. I also give to my said 
son Benjamin the land called Bieres with the Land Escheated of John 
Resbie and all my land on the south side Nottoway River belonging 
to the Chiticorah Tract and all the additional Surveys made adjacent 
thereto, and all my Lands at the Falls of James River bought of 
Davis and others with the slaves and stocks thereon to him and his 
heirs forever. 

Item. I give unto my son Carter Henry Harrison all my land at 
Willises Creek with all the slaves and stocks thereon, and all the 
Land called Scotland Neck and the slaves and stocks of all sorts there- 
on to go and descend accordingly to will of the Hone Robert Carter 
Dec’d. 

Item. I Give unto my son Henry all that estate of Land on the 
South Side Nottoway River by Peter’s Bridge being Seven Planta- 
tions with all the Slaves and stock of all Sorts thereon, to him and 
his heirs Forever, and the mill thereon. I also give him the Tract 
of Land lying on Nottoway on the North Side the River at Peter’s 
Bridge to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give unto my son Robert Harrison all my several Tracts of 
Land lying at the Falls of the Appomattox River bought of Abraham 
Cocke, Christopher Herntory, Thomas Williams, James Munford and 
Richard Smith and the lots bought of Abraham Jones and that in the 
Town of Petersburg and the Slaves and Stocks of all Sorts thereon, 
and also the remaining Part of Chitecorah Tract lying on the North 
Side of Nottoway River with the Slaves and Stocks of all Sorts that 
shall be found thereon, to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I Give unto my son Nathaniel my land at Amelia Court 
House and all the Slaves and Stocks thereon. I also give unto my 
said son my land at’ Great Creek, and Meherrin (Vizt) the Tract 
whereon Benjamin Harrison is overseer, that where Clayton is over- 
seer, with all the Slaves and Stocks thereon to him and his heirs 
forever. 

Item. I Give unto my son Charles all my Land Secarnis with all the 
Slaves and Stocks thereon and the Land called the Allen Tract. I 
also Give to my said Son all the Lands that will fall to me by the 
death of Mr. Willis (to-wit) Cabbin Point Mill and that at Hunt- 
ington, with all the Keepers thereof, to him and his heirs forever, and 
my desire is that there may be Five Slaves bought (Vizt) three women 
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and two men as soon as Conveniently can be to Full Slave the three 
Plantations on Secarnis. And my desire in that so many Slaves as 
shall be occupied on the Pond Quarter and Black Water, at the death 
of Mrs. Willis shall be and belong unto my said son and his heirs 
forever. 

Item. My will and desire is that the mulatto man John shall be 
for the sole use of my wife so long as she shall be a widow, and that 
the rest of my Sawyer’s Carpenters and Coopers shall be used for 
the use of my Estate in general until my son Benjamin comes of age, 
and then to go to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give unto my son Robert my Tract of Land on Brunswick 
Creek, lying at the mouth of Great Creek, containing seventeen hundred 
acres, be it more or less, to him and his heirs forever. I also give 
unto my said son Robert my mill on Harry’s Swamp with the Land 
thereto belonging, being three hundred and Fifty Acres more or less, 
to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give unto my son Benjamin all the Negroes and Stocks 
of all Sorts upon the Six Plantations that now are Settled on my 
Berkley and Kimadges Tracts, to him and his heirs forever; and whereas 
I have given my Manor House and Plantation to my wife on terms 
as above to ascertain the bounds, my meaning is that from the upper 
bounds of the Glebe shall be the Eastward Limits, and from thence 
as the Shirley road runs to the Ford on Kimadges Creek, containing 
all the Land between the Glebe Road and the River, and if by Ex- 
perience that should be found too little I add to it that Land on 
tother side the Road called Woodfords. 

Item. My will and Desire is that the Land I bought of William 
Glover whereon my Surry Store stands be sold, and the Slaves thence 
be Immediately removed to that part of the Chetecorah Tract given 
my son Robert for him and his heirs forever, and the money arising 
By the Sale of the Land to be laid out for Negroes for the same 
uses, To wit, for the better Settling the same Part of the Chetecorah 
Tract. 

Item. Forasmuch as there are a great number of Slaves which, after 
the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Willis relict of Henry Harrison, Esqr, 
Dec’d. and by the last Will of the said Henry Harrison, are to revert 
to me and my heirs, my Will and desire therefore is, that when the 
estate in Negroes shall revert by the death of the Said Willis now in 
possession, that then the said Negroes shall be divided into six as 
equal Parts as possible, Without Parting men and their wives, by 
three able and discreet persons to be appointed by the General Court, 
which division being made my will and desire is that three already 
Given to my son Charles go in Proportion to his Part, that my son 
Benjamin have the first choice, and the Rest of my six sons to choose 
according to Seniority, which Negroes I Give to them and their heirs 
forever. 
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Item. I Give unto my son Carter Henry and Henry, to be equally 
divided between them, all the house hold Plate that belonged to Henry 
Harrison, Esq., dec’d., now in possession of Mrs. Elizabeth Willis his 
relect, and after her death to revert to me, as will appear by an in- 
strument of writing between the said Willis and myself recorded in 
Surry Court. 

Item. I Give and bequeath unto my daughter Betty Harrison one 
thousand pounds sterling including my mother’s legacy of two hundred 
pounds that is to say five hundred pounds to be paid by my Executors 
within Twelve months after she shall arrive at the age of twenty- 
one years, or be married, and the other Five Hundred Pounds within 
three years after, and also I give to my Daughter Betty these several 
Slaves following and their increase to-wit: Leddy, Charlot and Cate, 
the Daughter of Aggy, to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I Give and bequeath to my Daughter Anne the sum of one 
thousand pounds Sterling, Five hundred to be paid by my Executors 
within Twelve months after she shall arrive to the Age of Twenty- 
one or be married, and the other Five hundred pounds within three 
years after that. I also give to my Daughter Anne a negro girl named 
Dorcas to her and her heirs forever. The Thousand pounds is to be 
with my mother’s Legacy ————— hundred Pounds inclusive. 

Item. I Give to my Daughter Lucy Eight hundred Pounds Sterling 
including my Mother’s Legacy, to be paid her in four years after she 
arrives to the Age of twenty-one or is married. I also give to my 
Said Daughter Lucy three Slaves and their increase to-wit: Aaron, 
Hannah the Daughter of Tamer, and Martha the Daughter of Bess, 
to her and her heirs forever. 

Item. I Give to my Daughter Hannah Five hundred pounds Ster- 
ling including my Mother’s Legacy, to be paid her within three years 
after she arrives to the Age of twenty-one or married. Also a negro 
girl Suckey, the Daughter of Bess and her increase, to her and her 
heirs forever. 

Item. My will and desire is that my whole Estate shall be kept 
entire until my Debts are paid and the two Eldest Daughter’s Fortunes 
are raised, and until my son Benjamin comes of Age, and then what- 
ever Legacys remain unraised the Estate of Each of my sons shall 
be taxed in Proportion to their Annual —————— for the Payment 
thereof. 

Item. That the Guardianship and disposal of my children shall be 
entirely in the Power of my wife, and that they be maintained and 
educated at her discression ————— of my estate; of whose prudence 
I have had sufficient Proof dureing her Life, that if my Daughters 
dureing their minority Do marry without first having had the Con- 
sent and approval of my said wife, then they or every one of them 
so marrying shall forfeit all Claims or Pretensions whatsoever to all 
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and every part of the Legacies given them, by this my will, and I doe 
heartily and Earnestly recommend to my said Children that they be- 
have with Duty and obedience to their mother, and that they live in 
Love and Friendship with one another, and Lastly I doe hereby ap- 
point my Dear Wife Ann Harrison, and all my sons as they shall 
come of Age, Executors of this my Last Will and Testament, and 
I further order that there be no appraisement of my Estate nor Se- 
curity given but her own. In witness whereof I have here set my 
hand and Seal this 17th day of October 1743, and I utterly revoke all 
other Wills by me heretofore made. This my last containing two sheets 


of Paper. 
Benjamin Harrison [Seal.] 


Signed Sealed Etc. in the Pressence of Robert West, Joseph Royal, 
John Stith. 


Charles City County ss—August Court 1745. 

The Afore written Last will and Testament of Cole Benjamin 
Harrison Dec’d was Presented in Court by William Randolph Gent. 
and Wife and Miss Betty Harrison, who made oath there and being 
proved by the oath of Joseph Royall one of the witnesses thereto is 
admitted to Record, and the said Joseph Royall also on his oath 
declared he saw John Stith and Robert West the other two witnesses 
sign the said Will as witnesses and on the motion of the said William 
Randolph and Betty Harrison, and performing what is usual on such 
Cases Certificate is granted them for obtaining Letters of Administra- 
tion with the said Will annext in due forme Durante Minori estate of 
Benjamin Harrison son and heirs of the Dec’d. 


Test— 
Lewellin Eppes, Clk. Curia 


Copy Test— 
Lewellin Eppes, Clk. Curia 


Benjamin* and Anne (Carter) Harrison had issue: 

18. Henry ,died in childhood. 

19. Benjamin’. 

20. Carter Henry’. 

21. Nathaniel’. 

22. Henry’. 

23. Robert’. 

24. Lucy, killed by lightning. 

25. Hannah, killed by lightning. 

26. Anne, married William Randolph of “Wilton”, Henrico county. 

27. Elizabeth, (commonly called Betty) married Peyton Randolph, 
of Williamsburg. He was educated at William and Mary and 
then went to England, where he was admitted to the Middle 
Temple, Oct. 13, 1739, and called to the Bar, Feb. 10, 1743. 
In 1748 he became Attorney General of Vriginia and con- 
tinued as such until 1754 when he was suspended by Governor 
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Dinwiddie for going to England at the request of the Bur- 
gesses to support their petition against the pistole fee which 
Dinwiddie exacted for granting land patents. On Randolph’s 
return from England, however, he was re-appointed and re- 
tained the office until he resigned in 1766. He represented 
Williamsburg in the House of Burgesses 1749, the College of 
William and Mary 1752-1758, Williamsburg 1758-1775, and 
the same place in the Conventions of March and July 1775, of 
each of which he was President. He was speaker of the House 
of Burgesses 1766-1775. In 1773 he had been appointed Chair- 
man of the Committee of Correspondence and in March 1774 
President of the first Virginia Convention. In March 1774 he 
was chosen one of the delegates to Congress and by that body 
elected its President and held that office until his death on 
Sept. 22, 1775. He was buried in the vault of the Chapel of 
William and Mary College and a mural monument erected 
which was destroyed when the College was burnt. 

The epitaph published in the Virginia Gazette, Nov. 11, 1775, 
was probably that intended for the tablet. 


Sacred 
To the memory of 
The Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq’r, 
Those distinguished virtues in every station of life 
Gained him 
The affection and confidence of his Country. 
Descended from an ancient and respectable family, 
He received a liberal and polite education 
In William and Mary College. 
Removing thence to the Inner Temple, 
He was advanced to the Degree of Barrister at Law, 
And appointed Attorney General of Virginia. 
In this Office 
His regard to the peace and security of Society, 
His humanity and benevolence 
To the criminal his duty obliged him to prosecute, 
Were not more conspicuous 
Than his Learning and Integrity in his Profession. 
After an extensive practice in the General Court, 
He resigned his Law employments ; 
And being elected Speaker of the House of Burgesses, 
Discharged the duties of that high office 
With such Ease, Dignity and Impartiality, 
That he was frequently called to the Chair, by the 
Unanimous voice 
Of the Representatives of the People. 
When the measures of the British Ministry 
Compelled the American Congress to unite their Councils 
In General Congress, 
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He was chosen first Delegate for this Colony 
To that illustrious Assembly ; 

And was by them unanimously elected their President. 
While he was a third time attending to that Great Council, 
A sudden stroke of the Palsy deprived 
America of a firm Patriot, 

His Country of a wise and faithful Senator, 

His acquaintances of an invaluable Friend, 

His family of the most affectionate Husband 
And kindest Master. 

Upon the 22nd Day of October, 1775, 

In the 54th Year of his Age. 


(To be continued) 
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Harrison, Wire or Peyton RANDOLPH. 


Courtesy of Mrs. Edward C. Mayo Photograph by Frick Art 
Reference Library 
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JEFFERSON Davis, OF THE Sout. By H. J. Eckenrode. 
New York. The Macmillan Company, 1923, pp. 371. 


This study in politico-military history is fashioned after the style of 
a plot. There is a dramatic introduction, assembling of the elements 
of conflict, catastrophe, lesson. 

After depicting the opening scene of the drama at Montgomery on 
February 9, 1861, the author digresses to a discussion of the elemental 
impulses, the racial divergencies, the mutually destructive ideals that 
led up to the inevitable clash. Anthropology is set in the forefront. 
The reader is introduced to a novel sort of Nordic—the “sun-baked” 
romanticist planter, incited by training and environment to throw down 
the gauntlet of defiance to the materialistic and practical, the modernist 
and industrialized Nordic of the North with his infusion of non-Nordic 
strains. The Scottian influence in fostering throughout the South an 
atmosphere of unreality and of mediaevalism—a theme previously de- 
scanted on by Mark Twain—is brought into the picture. The par- 
liamentary battle, the nexus of political intrigue leading to the triumph 
of industrialism is dwelt upon in satisfying detail. 

The story of Jefferson Davis’ career is a striking performance in 
which personally intimate episodes alternate with vivid descriptions of 
the events in which he played so mighty a part. The author has set 
himself the task of showing by what a strange sequence of circum- 
stances a man of scholarly tendencies, a recluse by nature, handicapped 
by physical weakness was forced into the forefront of a stupendous 
adventure. Dr. Eckenrode makes of his subject a credible individual, 
though it is sometimes difficult to make all his estimates fit into one 
consistent whole. 

The following paragraphs, the second of which closes the book, may 
give an idea of the author’s analysis of his protagonist: 

“What was the balance of his virtues and defects? He had a 
great positive virtue: dignity, honor, courage, industry. He was single- 
minded in his devotion to his cause. He had a sound military edu- 
cation and a considerable talent for war. He was ordinarily a good 
judge of men, though liable to make bad mistakes at times. He had 
too much rather than too little will: his determination overstayed the 
consent of fate. He was apt to stand rocklike on some wrong de- 
cision. He had administrative ability. He inspired respect, though 
not affection or even liking.” 

“Success depended, in the last analysis, on Jefferson Davis. He 
failed. Not from lack of brains, for he had a good mind, and not 
from want of character, for he was a strong.man. But from tem- 
perament. He did not have the faculty of success: the power to grapple 
men to him, absolute self-forgetfulness. So he failed and with him 
failed the last hope of the Nordic race.” 

We almost feel as if Jefferson Davis were the puppet of the Greek 
tragedy destined by the gods to bring about, through his own sacrificial 
suffering, a consummation ordained in their own peculiar scheme of 
things. 
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The author ventures on numerous criticisms of the conduct of affairs 
—the book is full of pithy verdicts. Washington should have been 
seized in the early days of the conflict; the Confederate Cabinet should 
have been reorganized and enlarged; the Confederate scheme of govern- 
ment should not have been modeled slavishly on that of the United States ; 
the whole cotton crop should have been purchased and used as security 
for a large foreign loan; diplomats should have been chosen with a 
finer discrimination ; General Lee should have been made generalissimo ; 
the Pennsylvania invasion should never have been undertaken and Vicks- 
burg should, a all costs, have been relieved; the Confederate Congress 
should have overthrown Davis. 

Some of these pronouncements will meet with general assent; others 
will be hotly disputed. To settle strategy and questions of statecraft 
after the fact is an easy performance. Many elements that appeared 
determining to the man on the ground have, to those of another gene- 
ration, vanished from view. Dr. Eckenrode has sought to appraise 
the elements of the conflict with the cool eye of the scholarly observer 
rather than with he vital comprehension of the men who played a 
personal part. 

Despite a tendency, here and there, to redundency the art of the book 
is delightful; it has the charm of spontaneity; there is a wealth of 
allusion; it abounds in sparkle and humour, though the author’s fond- 
ness for striking epithets not infrequently leads him perilously close 
to the verge of caricature; it displays a graphic power that makes 
living and unforgettable many a minor character, even if slightly 
sketched. In short, it possesses the qualities of good literature and of 
readableness far above the general run of biographies. 

Now a readable book has resting upon it all the greater obligation 
to a merciless adherence to facts; it should not vary a hair-breadth 
to the right or the left for the sake of effect. Dr. Eckenrode’s equip- 
ment has doubtless enabled him to handle his theme with a competence 
denied to many historical writers and to fuse his political and military 
views with striking effect. He has convinced himself that he has care- 
fully weighed the evidence drawn from original sources and has ma- 
turely arrived at conclusions. Many of these conclusions will be dis- 
puted; they will be especially provocative to those who yield an almost 
unreasoning allegiance to heroes about whom clings the magic, elusive 


atmosphere of great names and of a great lost cause. 
R. A. STEWART. 


Tuomas Netson Pace. A Memorr or A VirGINIA GENTLEMAN. By 
his Brother, Rosewell Page. New York. pp. 210, with portrait, etc. 
The term “gentleman” is happily applied by the author to the sub- 

ject of his biography. It does not refer so much to the fact that Thomas 

Nelson Page came of stocks which for generations have served their 

country well, as to those higher and finer characteristics which induced 

the old poet, though he knew men must fall far below the ideal, to say 
that Christ was the first true gentleman. 

Of course to a man who is not this kind of a gentleman such a char- 
acter is as difficult to understand as it is to the blind to comprehend 
color. He simply would be incapable of appreciating such a biography 
as this. Fortunately there are many who can read it with a finer sense 
and sympathetic feeling and all of these will prize and enjoy the loving 
story of one brother’s life told by another. There have been other read- 
ers of this book, equally blind, who find nothing in it but an effort to 
show that the Pages and Nelsons were the foremost people in Virginia. 
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Nothing could be more false. Simplicity and lack of affectation were 
striking traits of the class to which Thomas Nelson Page belonged. No 
people in the world were freer from snobbishness. The author of this 
biography never had in mind or attempted any comparison with other 
people. He describes lovingly and truly the little circle of relatives and 
friends in which his brother lived. Rosewell Page’s story of this time 
is in itself a valuable contribution to history, for it is not derived from 
musty documents or the casual observations of travellers; but from inti- 
mate knowledge. 

The same truth and straightforward candor are shown in the later 
portions of the book which treat of the literary life of the author of 
“Marse Chan” and “Red Rock” and of the official career of the am- 
bassador to Italy. These phases of Thomas Nelson Page’s life may 
probably receive more critical study in the future; but to those who were 
moved to tears by such stories as “Marse Chan,” and who loved “Tom 
Page” as one who with a whole heart loved and served his country 
and his friends, and who was “a Virginia gentleman,” no other account 
of his life will ever take the place of that which Rosewell Page has 
written with such ample knowledge and with so great a love. 


Historic GARDENS OF VirGINIA. Compiled by the James River Garden 
Club. Edited by Edith Tunis Sale. Committee: Edith Tunis Sale, 
Laura C. Morton Wheelwright, Juanita Massie Patterson, Lila L. Wil- 
liams, Caroline Coleman Duke. Published by the William Byrd Press, 
Inc., Richmond, Va., [1923] pp. 335, with decorated title page, by 
Mrs. Williams, and 231 illustrations and plans of gardens, 13 of the 
illustrations in color. 

For a number of years past the James River Garden Club has done 
yeoman work in adding beauty to homes in and around Richmond; but 
now it has gone far beyond any of its former efforts and has let the 
world share in its knowledge of quaint, beautiful and interesting gardens 
and houses in Virginia. It has produced one of the most beautiful 
books about Virginia which has ever been issued, and made a permanent 
and valuable addition to our historic literature. 

The editors frankly state that the text is done by amateurs; but this 
is not a defect. Intimate knowledge of the subjects treated of rather 
than literary style is what is most needed in a book of this sort. 

In spite of such allowances, it is rather a pity, however, that some 
of the sketches were not written with a little more restraint and a 
closer adherance to proved facts of history. Claremont is not the only 
instance, but it comes early in the book and attracts attention in this 
way. When the great land holding class was a real power in Virginia, 
it was characterized by extreme simplicity. The Allens and Eppes’ did 
not call their homes “manors,” for any lawyer could now give the in- 
formation that when a man in will or deed, spoke of his “manor planta- 
tion,” he simply meant the place where he lived. There were no manors 
in Virginia and so far as a quite extensive acquaintance with Virginia 
records shows, the name of no house or plantation had the word “manor” 
attached to it in earlier days, except certain tracts of land set apart by 
Lord Fairfax to be held by members of his family. “Manor” in the 
name “Leeds Manor,” etc., evidently meant merely the “manor plantation” 
of ordinary wills and deeds. 

The “romantic” legend that Arthur Allen (who so far as the records 
show, was an Englishman), was a runaway prince of the House of 
Guelph, is of th esame “romantic” cast as the legend of the dancing 
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match between the Devil and Mr. Lightfoot, as to whether Sandy Point 
should be a swamp or dry land. 

The story that all the Presidents down to 1860 visited Claremont 
is duplicated in regard to “Berkeley.” It is not very probable in either 
case; but could be easily proved or disproved by proper research. We 
know that one President was born at “Berkeley” and that his descendant 
visited the place and is said, by jocular citizens of Charles City, to have 
killed a plain domestic hog while shooting near by. President Polk cer- 
tainly was at Brandon, and when notice of his desire to pay the visit 
came to Mrs. Harrison, soon after one of the famous May parties had 
temporarily almost exhausted the resources of the house, it caused some 
consternation. She called her old cook into council, who assured her 
all would be well. “But,” said the lady of the house, “you must re- 
member that this is the President of the United States,” “And you, 
Madam,” he replied, “must remember how blest we are in our cook.” 
And Brandon never showed greater or more gracious hospitality than 
President Polk received. 

One more word as to the account of Claremont. We feel assured 
that Mr. Whitty, who knows Poe’s career almost day by day, will con- 
firm the belief that Poe was never at Claremont. 

Even such harmless errors as these do not detract from the value of 
the account of this most interesting house, once the mansion of a planta- 
tion which looked on the map like a German principality. 

Historic Gardens of Virginia is a book which all who are interested 
in beautiful gardens, and in the history of houses full of personal and 
historic note should obtain at once. It will be a possession of pride and 
pleasure in any library. 


RicHMOND, Its PEopLeE AND Its Story. By Mary Newton Stanard. 
Author of “Colonial Virginia, Its People and Customs,” etc. Phila- 
delphia and London. J. B. Lippincott Company, 1923. pp. 238, with 
83 illustrations. 


Richmond's seven hills are striking features of its topography. Within 
the area embracing them an unusually large number of men towering 
as peaks in American history have been familiar figures. Both hills 
and notables have been of moment in creation of the background and in 
evolution of the atmosphere distinctive of Virginia’s metropolis. They 
have not, though, been the only influences of importance. That fact 
emerges frequently in the latest published work of Mary Newton Stan- 
ard. It grips the imagination the more firmly because of the charming 
setting in which she presents with contagious enthusiasm the results of 
her deep and wisely discriminating research among rich stores of in- 
formation, a setting in which men who laid the foundation of our country 
and built largely upon them appear, not as outstanding impersonal char- 
acters upon the stage of statesmanship and affairs, not as dwellers upon 
some remote Olympus, but as real human beings, part and parcel of the 
community and sharing its everyday life. 

In the fewer than two hundred and fifty pages of the volume no at- 
tempt has been made to record three centuries of events centering in 
Richmond. But noteworthy, determining happenings are depicted as vig- 
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nettes lacking nothing of historical perspective but colored by the im- 
pression that the actors in them are “just folks.” The account of the 
planting of a cross at the Falls of the James, on Whitsunday, 1607, 
within a few weeks after the founding of Jamestown of the first perm 
anent English settlement in America has its piquant details in the inter- 
change of hospitalities petween the Indians and Captain Christopher 
Newport, Captain John Smith, Gabriel Archer, George Percy and their 
companions. Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., rallying his forces at the Falls, in 
1676, presaged Patrick Henry a century later. In the description of 
the social relaxations in private homes and taverns of members of the 
Convention of 1775, one is almost prone to forget that among the men 
stirred by “Liberty or Death” were Andrew Lewis, whose victory at 
Point Pleasant in the previous year had made impossible a death blow 
to the cause of the Revolution in a combination of servile insurrection 
and Indian atrocities in Virginia, Thomas Jefferson, author of the 
Declaration of Independence and future President and George Wash- 
ington, commander of the American forces and first President. Then, 
too, there is something very human in the presence of Gouveneur Morris, 
of New York, and Robert Morris, of Philadelphia, urging another Con- 
vention, in 1788, to ratify the Constitution. Three of the members of 
that Convention were James Madison, protagonist of the Constitution and 
future President, James Monroe, another future President, and John 
Marshall, later as Chief Justice, to be a powerful expounder of the Con- 
stitution. Madison and Marshall lived to escort to the chair James 
Monroe as President of the Convention of 1829-30. 

There are other pictures, Colonel William Byrd II and Major Wil- 
liam Mayo plotting the town-site in 1737, Baron Steuben, Lafayette, 
Benedict Arnold, Anthony Wayne, Cornwallis and Tarleton in skirm 
ishes and alarms in and around the place; Thomas Jefferson setting a 
mark for classic architecture in Virginia and neighboring States in his 
adaptation to the plan of the new Capitol the lines of the Maison 
Carrée; John Marshall, a resident of the “court end” of the town, do- 
ing his own marketing or pitching quoits at Buchanan’s Spring; the “Two 
Parsons,” Rev. John Buchanan and Rev. John D. Blair, alternating in 
services at St. John’s Church and in the hall of the Capitol and con- 
tributing in divers and rival ways to the joys of their fellow townsmen; 
William Wirt at the trial of Aaron Burr; Lafayette, in 1824, for the 
second time a guest, attending the races at the Tree Hill course one 
day and on another day occupying John Marshall’s pew at Monumental 
Church, civic memorial of the Theatre fire of 1811; Spanish pirates car- 
ried through the streets on their way to execution; the apprehension 
on account of the Nat Turner massacre in 1831, a generation after 
Gabriel’s “Insurrection”; the keen interest in the “Tippecanoe and Tyler 
too” campaign; the excitement over the John Brown raid at Harper’s 
Ferry, and the strain of the four years’ epic of the capital of the Southern 
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Confederacy. Glimpses are had of Jefferson Davis, General Lee and 
General Stuart, of Captain Sally Tompkins, of the populace swarming 
to housetops or to brows of hills to view distant manifestations of one 
of the seven days’ battles around Richmond, of the turmoil on the day 
following evacuation on April 2, 1865, and the reactions of whites and 
blacks to the brief visit of Abraham Lincoln. 

From other angles are seen Edgar Allan Poe, the dreamer, as editor 
of the Southern Literary Messenger, of John R. Thompson and George 
W. Bagby, successors in the editorship, of Washington Irving, Charles 
Dickens, W. M. Thackeray, Edwin Booth and Joseph Jefferson, both 
finding congenial air in Edward V. Valentine’s studio, of Jenny Lind, 
Adelina Patti, the Prince of Wales, Moses Ezekiel, Thomas Nelson Page 
and others of national and world fame or of local repute. 

More than four score illustrations of persons, places and things based 
upon photographs, old prints, drawings and paintings, some of them re- 
produced and published for the first time, reinforce the underlying note 
of the work. 

Through the whole story surges the life of the men and the women 
and the youth of Richmond, in times of stress and sorrow and in times 
of prosperity and happiness, a story told as it can be told only by one 
who is of that life of today and an inheritor of the traditions, the be- 
liefs and the convictions that were pronounced in the people of old 
Richmond and account for the cherishing in the midst of modernity of 
many of the landmarks, psychical as well as material, of the fathers. 

Epwarp INGLE. 


DESCENDANTS OF MorpEcAI CooKE, oF Morpecal’s Mount, GLOUCESTER 
Co., Va., 1650, and THomas BootH, oF WARE NECK, GLOUCESTER 
Co., Va., 1685. By Dr. and Mrs. William Carter Stubbs, New Or- 
leans, 1923, pp. 282, XXXV, with a portrait, two Coats of Arms and 
a full index. 


A number of years ago Dr. and Mrs. Stubbs prepared in a small 
pamphlet an incomplete account of the Cooke family. They have now 
published a corrected and much enlarged genealogy of that family and 
of the connected family of Booth. The arms of both are preserved on 
old tombs. There are various legends to account for the name Mordecai; 
but probably the explanation is a very simple one—that the emigrant to 
Virginia came of a Puritan stock. 

From an ancestral point of view the Booth line is the most interesting. 
The tomb of Thomas Booth, the emigrant, bears his arms and states 
that he was born in Lancashire, and died Oct. 11, 1736, in his 74th year. 
At one time the Virginia Booths thought they were entitled to the 
estates of the extinct Lords Delemere. Considerable research was 
done and the pedigree claimed made Thomas Booth the emigrant to be 
son of St. John Booth, who was a son of Sir John Booth, of Woodford, 
Cheshire, and a grandson of Sir George Booth, of Dunham Massie, 
Chesire. Kimber’s Baronetage says that Thomas, son of St. John 
Booth, “died in America in 1700”; but such statements by English gene- 
alogical writers have been, in numerous instances, proved to be false. 
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When a younger son went to the colonies he was soon lost to sight and 
declaring him dead was an easy way to drop him from the pedigree. 
St. John Booth was a Cheshire man; but may have lived for a time 
in the neighboring Lancashire. A search of various Lancashire Parish 
registers, about 1662, might positively establish the paternity of Thomas 
Booth of Virginia. 

Dr. and Mrs. Stubbs’ book is a monument of long and minute in- 
vestigation. In addition to the families named there is much about those 
of Anderson, Baylor, Baytop, Brown, Buckner, Carter, Cary, Curtis, 
Davis, Ellerson, Field, Fitzhugh, Fontaine, Fox, Gaines, Gwathmey, 
Haywood, Howard, Johnson, Jones, Kemp, Leigh, Lewis, Lipscomb, 
Mason, Maupin, Moore, Page, Payne, Pickett, Peyton, Pryor, Roane, 
Robins, Robinson, Roper, Roy, Saunders, Shackelford, Smith, Stubbs, 
Taliaferro, Thornton, Todd, Tomkies, Tyler, VanZandt, Vaughan, 
Walker, Washington, Whiting, Wyatt and hundreds of others. 


KitH anv Kun, written, at their urgent request for the children of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Russell Sampson, by their mother. It includes records 
of ancestors bearing the names Baker, Baldwin, Breckinridge, Brown, 
Bryson, Byrd, Curd, Dudley, Goodman, Horsley, Kennedy, Le Bruen, 
McClanahan, McDowell, McKesson, Pooge, Reed, Rogers, Thornton, 
Trice, Sampson and Woods. Richmond, Va. The William Byrd 
Press, Inc., 1922, pp. 247. 

The title page of this book, which is evidently the result of much 
laborious investigation, gives such a full description of its contents 
that those interested in the particular families treated of will be in- 
formed at once as to its contents. It not only contains narrative his- 
tories of the families named; but in most cases has also carefully pre- 
pared charts. 

It littke more identifying the particular families may be useful. 
The book treats of the Sampsons, of Goochland, etc.; Rogers, of 
King and Queen, etc., and the connected family of Clark; Goodman, 
of Albemarle, Horsley, Trice, Dudley (Mass.), Baldwin, Conn. and 
Va.; Woods, of Albemarle, Poage, of the Valley; McClanahan and 
Breckinridge, also of the Valley; Bryson, McDowell, Baker, another 
Valley family, Reed, Kennedy, and others. In many instances descend- 
ants through daughters are traced and there are numerous personal 
anecdotes and family stories which will be especially appreciated by 
those who are of the “Kith and Kin”. 

As usual in genealogies the author has some statements, which have 
been disputed; but as these have been frequently argued, it is needless 
to discuss them here. 1he book should find a place in all collections 
of Virginia genealogy. 


A SerGeant’s Diary IN THE Wortp War. The Diary of an Enlisted 
Member of the 150th Field Artillery (Forty-second [Rainbow] Di- 
vision). October 27, 1917, to August 7, 1919. By Elmer Frank 
Straub. Indiana World War Records. Volume III. Published by 
the Indiana Historical Commission, Indianapolis, 1923, pp. 255. 


To civilians this 1s one of the most interesting books published in 
America in regard to the World War. It covers the whole period from 
enlistment to return home, including a stay, with apparently rather casual 
University attendance, at Glasgow as a student. It gives in a remarkable 
way an insight into the life and modes of thought of the average Ameri- 
can soldier. Sergeant Straub was evidently a very efficient and brave 
man; but there is in the diary hardly a word of appreciation for any 
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success in action or for the good conduct of any comrade. Only once 
is any regard expressed for an officer, and not infrequent criticism. He 
rarely mentions any happenings in our army outside of his battery 
and it is plain that the men of one small unit knew little that happened 
beyond it. Indeed, there is small evidence of acquaintance with most of 
the batteries of his regiment. Sergeant Straub went through the ex- 
hausting labors and the dangers of a campaign, with frequent grumbling; 
but always doing his job. Dangers incurred in battle seem to have been 
of small account compared with poor food at mess. Of course each 
soldier in the army had his own individuality, and men from different 
sections of the country were unlike; but notwithstanding this, Sergeant 
Straub had much in common with other enlisted men. His diary is a 
book well worth reading by all who wish to get an inner view of life 
in the army. The American soldier of the World War was apparently 
of a type differing from his ancestor of the Civil War, whether Con- 
federate or Union. At least, this is the impression one gets when com- 
paring memories of the men of the earlier war with what one learns of 
those in the later. But after all, probably if we knew the soldiers of 
both wars intimately enough we would find them much more alike than 
the civilians of the present day, may think. 


LetTTers OF MEMBERS OF THE CONTINENTAL ConGress. Edited by Ed- 
mund C. Burnett. Volume II, July 5, 1776, to December 31, 1777. 
Washington, D. C. Published by The Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington, 1923. pp. 638. 

The Carnegie Institute continues the great service it is doing to Ameri- 
can history by the publication of the second volume of this series. About 
half of the matter included has never before been printed. The year 
and a half following the Declaration was a critical period and the letters 
and papers printed here give most valuable information in regard to it. 
Dr. Burnett’s introduction of some twenty pages is admirably done. 
When completed the Letters from Members of the Continental Congress 
will be one of the great source books of American history. 


Lire AND Times oF AtvAH Crocker. By William Bond Wheelwright. 
Privately Printed, Boston, Mass, MCMXXIII. pp. 114, with 26 
illustrations. 

An interesting biography, issued in handsome form, of one who as 
builder of the Fitchburg Railroad, the extension to the West through its 
Hoosie Tunnel, the establishment of a great paper manufactory and 
the founding of Turner’s Falls—did much for Massachusetts. 
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